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The “Miracle Dollar” Story 
-»e portrayed in dramatic realism by 
the people who lived through it. A 
faith-inspiring sound motion picture. 


WATCH FOR YOUR REGIONAL PREMIERES 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE  sgzeerss Ge 


A PROVIDENCE FILMS PRODUCTION 











“To the Jew first, and to the Greek” 
JEWS AND GREEKS 
HUNGRY FOR GOD'S WORD 


EWS from Israel and Greece tells of the in- 
creasing hunger for the Word of God in those 
lands. A missionary in Jerusalem writes: “Old 
timers here are amazed at the way in which the 
Jews are asking for and receiving New Testa- 
ments.” Another missionary in Israel writes: 
“The Jews are receiving me as never before. I 
have never seen such thirst for the Word of God. 
My eyes often fill with tears as I look upon their 
need—they are as sheep not having a shepherd.” 


The demand for God’s Word 
in Israel is so great that we 
have just ordered 25,000 more 
Hebrew New Testaments. We 
are also supplying thousands 
of New Testaments in Bul- 
garian, Rumanian, Yiddish, 
Polish, French, German, Eng- 
lish and other languages for 
Jews in Israel and other lands. 
We greatly need your prayer 
help for this work of spreading 
God’s Word among the Jews in 
their ancient homeland. 

A great door of opportunity 
has been opened to us to place 
complete Hebrew Bibles—con- 
taining the Old and New Testa- 
ments—in the schools and li- 
braries in the State of Israel. 
There are hundreds of thou- 
sands of bright Jewish boys 
and girls in the land of Israel 
to whom the Bible has become 
their textbook of Israel’s his- 
tory. But Hebrew Bibles are 
very scarce, and one Bible 
often has to do for many 
students. We have had 5000 complete Hebrew 
Bibles printed in England. They are being gladly 
welcomed by leaders of Jewish schools. Now an- 
other 5000 Hebrew Bibles are urgently needed for 
the schools and libraries in Israel. 

Material relief is also greatly needed in Israel. 
Food is very scarce because of the thousands of 
destitute refugees returning each month. We are 
sending food parcels regularly to Israel, especially 
to needy Hebrew Christians. A young, believing 
mother in Israel writes: “We are so thankful for 
your food parcels. It is because of them that my 
children are not going hungry.” 
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Refugee Jews from Europe enroute 
by train to take a steamer for Israel. 
See the lock of hope and joy and 
eager anticipation on their faces. 
God grant that we may place the 
life-giving Word in their hands as 
quickly as possible. 


In the ancient land of Greece there is also a 
great hunger for God’s Word. We have sent 
150,000 New Testaments in modern Greek to the 
people of Greece in the last few years. Most mar- 
velous results have followed. Many communists 
have been saved. A building contractor said: 
“The New Testament I received took away my 
desire to commit suicide, and made me a new 
creature in Christ Jesus.. Now my soul is filled 
with peace.” 

And the physical need in 
Greece is tremendous! Tens of 
thousands of boys and girls 
and older people are tubercu- 
lar. We are sending large num- 
bers of food parcels and vials 
of the new medicine that is 
helping greatly in the cure of 
tuberculosis. Can we turn a 
deaf ear to these calls for God’s 
Word and cries for physical 
help? 

For a limited time we are 
sending a free copy of the 
beautiful, 32-page Bible Suc- 
cess Band booklet for 1953, to 
each one who sends us a gift 
for the work. The booklet con- 
tains a helpful verse of Scrip- 
ture for each day of the coming 
year. The cover of the booklet 
is in full color, and shows a 
woman in native costume, with 
her waterpot, at the ancient 
well outside the city of Bethle- 
hem. The booklet also contains 
inspiring messages, on memo- 
rizing the Bible, by Jack 
Wyrtzen and W. G. Tunley. 
ee nee 5 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, INC. ET 
| 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


DEAR SIRS: 


Enclosed find $ for providing 
God’s Word for Jews in Israel and = the 
world, and for Gentiles in Europe; and ........... 





| for relief for needy people. 
Please send me a free copy of the 1953 Bible 
| Success Band booklet as advertised. 


Name 





Street and No. 
City amd SECC icccccee sane 

















AN OXFORD Scofield REFERENCE BIBLE BOOK CHAPTER 






































5 SUMMARIES SUB-HEADS 
with all the famous notes ; SALE 
e ° REVISED MARGINAL CHAIN 
and helps, in a size that fits RENDERINGS REFERENCES 
pocket or purse, can now be } a 
HARD PLACES SUMMARIES | 
i 





ield 


F or centuries the King James Version of the 
Holy Bible has been treasured for its Truth and 
wisdom, its power and beauty, its inspired lines 
that linger in the memory. Add to these the 
scholarship of the famous Scofield notes and 
helps and you have a Bible that has won the 
devotion of millions of readers. Now you can 
obtain this wonderful edition in POCKET size — 
a Bible you can carry with you every day...a 
constant source of inspiration and guidance to 
comfort you in times of trouble, restore your 
spirit, strengthen your faith. 


Helps Where Needed 


The OxForpD Scofield is the most usefully anno- 


tated Bible ever prepared. It provides help precisely q The POCKET Scofield 
where needed — on the same page with the text to 


which it refers. Besides a complete system of con- 15 NOW available. 


nected topical references to all the great themes of S . d. h 
the Scriptures, you get careful, comprehensive eé it to ay wnerever 


annotation; definitions; explanations of seeming : 
discrepancies; a panoramic view of the Bible, and Sine B ibles are § old. 


a complete chronology. And all these famous fea- Three different bindings. Priced from 
tures can now be had in a pocket-size edition. $8.50 to $13.50 


Oxford University Press . 14 FIFTH AVENUE, N.Y. 
PUBLISHERS OF Americas Gift Bible SUICE 1G5 


2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE WORD MAGNIFIED 


The articles in this issue of ETERNITY are not to glorify a man. The 


articles in this issue of ETERNITY are to set forth a ministry—the ministry of 
the Word of God. For twenty-five years God's Word has been exalted through 
His servant, Donald Grey Barnhouse, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church in 


Philadelphia. 


E do not honor the man for other men 

have like gifts and talents. We, in this 
issue, recognize a ministry for we believe this 
ministry is unique. In the Providence of God 
there has been raised up a man who during 
the past twenty-five years has declared the 
truth with holy boldness. With clarity in 
exposition, with precision in presentation, 
The Word has gone forth to multitudes in 
convicting, saving, cleansing power. Count- 
less have had faith born in their hearts, 
through the Word. Many have been called 
to full-time service, through the Word. Hum- 
ble believers, unknown to the world, but 
known to God, have learned what it has 
meant to “walk with God,” through the 
Word. In this man God has demonstrated 
what can be done when one is faithful to the 


Word. 


The Eternity Staff has taken this oppor- 
tunity through the October issue to do two 
things. In view of the fact that the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, which Dr. Barnhouse 
has served for twenty-five years is celebrating 
the silver jubilee of their pastor’s ministry, 
we thought it well to recognize our Editor’s 
ministry in this issue. Not only would we 
recognize the faithful ministry of one of 
God’s servants but we would call attention to 
the keystone of the ministry—the exaltation 
of the Word of God. We have asked some 
of those who have been influenced by his 
ministry to write the articles for this issue. 
The Managing Editor and the Contributing 
Editor, both having come to know the Lord 
as their Saviour through the ministry of Dr. 
Barnhouse, feel highly privileged with the 


other members of the staff to present this 
issue to our Erernity family and their 
friends. That which follows in this issue was 
written to exalt the Word. All of the articles 
but one are by men whose ministries have 
been greatly influenced by the Editor’s teach- 
ing. Dr. Barnhouse’s is a teaching ministry 
and has borne fruit of which we have evi- 
dence here. With the articles are a number 
of testimonies showing the power of the Word 
in the lives of men and women today. 


I can hear someone asking, “Do you mean 
that the written Word comes before the Liv- 
ing Word,—the Lord Jesus Christ?” We un- 
hesitatingly reply, “They are identical.” Our 
regard for the written Word will determine 
our attitude toward the Living Word. We as 
a staff firmly believe that the thing which 
has contributed most to the great influence 
of Dr. Barnhouse has been of no human 
origin. We believe that the Editor of Erernity 
magazine has been blessed of God because 
he has been faithful in his forthright declara- 
tion of the Word of God, seeking to exalt the 
Lord Jesus Christ, endeavoring to build up 
the saints in their most holy faith, and in 
confronting the lost with a restlessness from 
which there is no escape until they find their 
rest in Him, the Giver of true peace, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Well might the verse which 
sums up the spirit of his ministry be, “I will 
worship toward Thy holy temple and praise 
Thy name for Thy loving kindness and for 
Thy truth; for Thou hast magnified Thy 
Word above all Thy name!” (Psa. 138:2). 


R.L.K. 


Give us a sense of our impermanence 








PUBLIC RALLY 


In recognition of Dr. Barnhouse’s 
25th Anniversary as Pastor of Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, a mass meet- 
ing will be held in Town Hall, 
Broad and Race Streets, Philadel- 
phia on October 3rd. Among those 
who will speak to the value of an 
expository ministry will be Dr. Os- 
wald T. Allis, well-known author 
and one of Dr. Barnhouse’s semin- 
ary professors, Dr. S. Lewis John- 
son of Dallas Theological Seminary, 
the Rev. Robert Lamont, and the 
Rev. Howard W. Oursler. 


Dr. Barnhouse’s twenty-five years 
of ministry in his present church 
will be reviewed by Mr. Oursler. 
The subject of Dr. Johnson’s ad- 
dress will be ‘‘The Role of Exposi- 
tory Preaching in the Life of the 
Church.’’ 


You are cordially invited to at- 
tend and greet Dr. Barnhouse on 
this occasion. Service starts at 7 :45; 
you are urged to come early. 





The taglines at the bottom of each 
page in this issue are taken from the 
Editor’s Meditations in the Book of 
Genesis. 





THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Denald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ October 3, 4, 5, 19, 26—Tenth Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; October 
6, 13, 20, 27—St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
46th Street west of Eighth Ave., New York, 
N. Y.; October 7, 14, 21, 28—Temple 
Baptist Church, Detroit, Mich.; October 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29—Mid-West Bible Church, Chicago, 
lll.; Sunday afternoon, October 12—Medinah 
Temple, Chicago; Sunday evening, October 
12—First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Ill. 
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DEDICATION 
Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to he a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father to Ilim he glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of 
Eternity, The Bible Study Hour, and The Portable Church to His everlasting glory. 
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hers hho Had Fatth 


By E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH 


Editor of OUR HOPE 


HE Scriptures are filled with allusions to faith 

and illustrations of faith, but, insofar as we are 
aware, they contain only one definition of the word. 
This is found in Hebrews 11:1: ‘‘Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.’’ The foundation of future things, things 
hoped for, and the proof of present things, things 
not seen, are settled by faith, faith in God. ‘‘By it,’’ 
we are told in the following verse, ‘‘the elders ob- 
tained a good report.’’ This does not mean that the 
old men secured a commendation from God as a 
child brings home a good report from his teacher. 
Rather, it is a statement to the effect that by faith 
the fathers (as in 1:1) receive witness from God. God 
spoke to them and they believed God. This is faith, 
for ‘‘faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God’’ (Rom. 10:17). Thus it was by faith 
that ‘‘ Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacri- 
fice than Cain’’; he could not have done so had he 
not known what kind of sacrifice was pleasing to 
God, and he offered that sacrifice ‘‘by faith.’’ God 
spoke to Cain and Abel. Abel believed God and 
offered that which was acceptable because he believed 
Him and acted upon His Word. 

There follows, in this great faith chapter in He- 
brews, a record of a grand array of faith’s heroes 
and heroines: Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sara, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephtha, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 
These were men and women of great faith and it is 
to be observed that through faith they accomplished 
marvelous things to the glory of God. We find also 
that, through faith, physical deliverances were 
wrought on their behalf—they ‘‘subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens,’’ and ‘‘ women received their 
dead raised to life again’’ (vs. 33-35a). Wonderful 
indeed were their deeds by faith! But there were 
others. 
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The Faith of Others 

It does not také any less faith to suffer for Christ’s 
sake than to accomplish glorious things for Him. It 
was by faith that J. Hudson Taylor went to China 
aS a missionary and by faith that he established the 
China Inland Mission that has been so mightily used 
in leading souls out of darkness into the light. Yet 
who can say that the humble servant of the Lord 
who serves Him in the common tasks in the home has 
less faith in God than Mr. Taylor had? Perhaps 
Hudson Taylor had greater gifts but he did not, of 
necessity, have greater faith. The humble woman in 
the kitchen may believe God as fully as he did. 

Again, we read with awe of the ministry of George 
Mueller who, by faith, established the orphan homes in 
Bristol, England. God honored the faith of His 
servant and used his faith and vision to glorify Him- 
self. Did Mr. Mueller, however, have any more faith 
than that office worker who, out of a meager salary, 
supports three missionaries? And what of the yielded 
ambassador for Christ who sails to an unknown land 
without promise of support from any human agency 
but in dependence upon the Lord alone? Yes, 
Hudson Taylor and George Mueller were heroes of 
faith, and we esteem them for their works’ sake, but 
others also have had faith—the home-maker, the office 
worker, and the unknown faith missionary. 

So it is that we read, in the chapter of faith, of 
unknown men and women who, like Noah, and 
Abraham, and Moses, glorified God by their faith. 


Not Accepting Deliverance 

‘‘And others were tortured, not accepting deliver- 
ance; that they might obtain a better resurrection’’ 
(v. 35b). Here is a different story from what has been 
told us thus far. From Abel and onward we have 
seen, again and again, examples of faith that worked 
deliverance. Now, however, we learn that, just as 
rescue is wrought through faith, so also testing and 
torture, without release, may be borne by faith. 

The Greek word that is rendered ‘‘tortured’’ is 
one that indicates suffering of the severest sort. The 
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instrument employed for the torment, a tympanum 
or drum, was a sort of wheel or rack upon which the 
human body was stretched in a way that was excru- 
ciatingly painful. While there is no place in Scrip- 
ture where the use of this device is suggested, it is 
implied in the Apocrypha. And the historian, Jo- 
sephus, writing of the death of Eleazar (2 Macc. 
6:18, 19), speaks of the instrument there employed 
as a trochor, that is, a wheel. 

Howbeit, whatever the torture was, it is said of 
those who bore it that they did not accept deliver- 
ance. Evidently they had opportunity to recant, to 
renounce their faith in God, with a promised reward 
of being released from the infliction of suffering. Like 
Moses, however, they chose rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God (v. 25). It was by faith that 
they endured such trial. Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego had such faith. They believed that God 
eould deliver them, but their faith was equally strong 
that He was with them even should He not give them 
release. Thus they spoke to Nebuchadnezzar in this 
fashion when they were threatened by the king: ‘‘O 
Nebuchadnezzar . . . If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 
O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up’’ (Dan. 3:17, 
18). 

Why did the tortured ones of our chapter not 
accept deliverance? Why would they not recant? 
They knew that God had raised the dead and that 
He would raise them, if this were His purpose. 
Moreover, they had faith to anticipate something far 
more desirable. They did not accept deliverance from 
their earthly trial because they desired to ‘‘obtain 
a better resurrection.”’ Yes, they had faith. They 
were not delivered by their faith but, on the con- 
trary, suffered because of it. Yet they believed God’s 
Word and were willing to experience affliction with 


His people so that they might enjoy that which their 
faith knew to be real—a better resurrection, the 
resurrection of the just in a coming day. 

*‘And others had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprison- 
ment’’ (v. 36). These others seem, at first glance, to 
havé endured less than those of whom we have been 
speaking. But who is to say that physical suffering is 
more severe than mental affliction? The scoffing of 
loved ones and friends, the scorn of acquaintances 
who do not know the Lord—these things are not easy 
to bear and sometimes last a long time, even into 
years. Imprisonment can also be torturous, and this 
was especially true in the dungeons of ancient times, 
wherein was neither light nor hope of escape. Nehe- 
miah experienced the test of mocking under the 
coarse and derogative taunts of Sanballat and Tobiah 
(Neh. 4:1-4). Samson, too, was mocked (Jud. 16:25). 
Paul was scourged (2 Cor. 11:24, 25). Joseph knew 
imprisonment, as did Micaiah and Jeremiah (Gen. 
39 :20; 2 Ki. 22:26, 27; Jer. 38:6). These trials were 
not easy testings but these men possessed faith. They 
believed God, and their faith issued in faithfulness 
when they were called upon to suffer reproach for 
His name’s sake. 

““They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they 
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented’’ (v. 37). Here is language that is graphic 
indeed. Death by the most cruel and painful means 
is described in these few terse clauses. 

““They were stoned.’’ This form of execution was 
peculiar to the Israelites. It was prescribed for the 
punishment of various misdeeds as, for example, 
blasphemy (Lev. 24:14) and the breaking of the 
Sabbath (Num. 15 :32-36). Assuredly Jeremiah, the 
son of Jehoida, was in the mind of the writer of this 
letter, for Jeremiah was put to death in such a 
fashion (2 Chron. 24:20, 21). No doubt the name of 

(Continued on page 46) 








it is hard for me to remember a time 
when | was not in touch with sound 
teaching of the Word of God. Brought up 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, as a child and a youth it was my 
privilege to listen thrice every week to 
Bible expositions of the late Dr. D. M. 
Stearns, in whose church | was confirmed 
at the age of nine years. Later, speci- 
fically in post-university years, | sat under 
the able ministry of another teacher of 
the Scriptures, Dr. Herbert W. Bieber. It 
was during this time, at the age of 
twenty-nine, that | came to the place, 
through a critical experience in life, 
wherein mental assent gave place to heart 
belief and new life in Christ, a step that 
was taken in my own room as | studied 
the Bible preparatory to teaching my 
Sunday school class of boys. 

A year later, as a result of hearing Dr. 
Barnhouse on the radio, | made acquain- 


tance with him in connection with young 
people’s work. His expositions of the 
Scriptures thrilled my soul. Learning that 
he was planning to conduct Bible study 
meetings in a city some fifty-odd miles 
from Philadelphia, | offered to drive him 
to this place once every week, a proposal 
that would, | felt, work to the advantage 
of each of us: it would afford trans- 
portation to him and Bible knowledge 
fo me. 

This experience led to the development 
of a warm friendship between us. More 
than that, it awakened within me a 
burning desire to devote my life to the 
Lord and the fulfillment of His will for 
me, and it aroused in me a longing to 
expound the Scriptures in whatever way 
1 might be fitted for such a task. It was 
during these weekly trips that Revelation, 
the predecessor of Eternity, was born, 
which resulted in ten years of close asso- 


ciation with Dr. Barnhouse before | left 
the magazine and became affiliated with 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, who had invited me 
to succeed him as editor of Our Hope. 


For twenty-three years | have known 
Christ as my personal Saviour and Lord. 
In that time, in His grace, God has given 
me opportunities to sit at the feet of 
many of His gifted servants, among whom 
were beloved friends such as Drs. A. C. 
Gaebelein and H. A. Ironside, to whom | 
owe much. | thank God upon every re- 
membrance of all of these men and, to 
His praise, | am happy to express here 
my special gratitude to Him for Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, the Spirit's gift to the 
Church as a teacher, for the way in which 
he instructed me in the Word, encouraged 
me in the Lord, and inspired me to give 
myself and my talents wholly to Him. 


E.S.E. 
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Shakespeare said, “The evil that men do lives after them, the good is oft interred with 
their bones.” Sometimes the good and evil come out even during this life. 

Recently the Editor of ETERNITY was preaching in Pueblo, Colorado. There he met a man 
who is assistant superintendent of one of the great national forests, in charge of hundreds of 
thousands of acres of timber lands for the United States Government. This man is also president 
of the Christian Business Men’s Committee of Pueblo and actively engaged in the circulation of 
the Scriptures, the broadcasting of the Gospel, and in helping in the local churches wherever pos- 
sible. Sitting with a group of men, including Dr. Barnhouse, in his home one night, he pulled 
out a piece of cardboard that had a tattered letter pasted on each side. He asked if one of the 
letters looked familiar. The Editor saw his signature and you will read the letter below. 

The circumstances of its writing are as follows: Twenty years ago, in the winter of 1931, a 
young man completed his high school course in Millersburg, Pennsylvania. He was beginning 
to think about his soul. He had no spiritual discernment and was what any other of a million 
high school boys of that age and time might have been. He listened to the radio. He heard 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick from New York and he heard Dr. Barnhouse fron: Philadelphia. He sat 
down and wrote letters to the two radio preachers. Neither of them knew, from the letters 
they received, that the young man was of high school age. He could have been forty or fifty 
years of age so far as his letters were concerned. He was just a name in the midst of radio 


listeners. Each preacher wrote to the young man, totally unaware, of course, that a letter had 


been sent to the other. 


Without further comment we print herewith the letters written in 1931 by Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick and Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse to a young man who was under conviction 
and seeking help and light from two men that were preaching on the radio. 


Dear Mr. Radel: I have your 

letter and evi- 
dently you have in the background 
of your mind a very old-fashioned 
type of religion which I have long 
since outgrown. 

Of course, I most certainly do not 
believe that Jesus Christ will return 
to this earth in physical form to 
eatch up His church. 

In your second question I won- 
der what you mean by ‘‘enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven.’’ Do you think 
of that as a future state beyond the 
grave? The only thing that I am 
interested in primarily is entering 
a state of life here of such quality 
that it will be fit to live here and in 
any future existence that there may 
be. The Golden Rule is a very good 
summing up of justice, but I should 
suspect that spiritual life can be 
richer than that one rule would indi- 
cate. 

I do not believe in the theory of 
the atonement which is evidently 
intended in your third question. I 
am asking my secretary to send you 
a sermon on my idea of Jesus, that 
may help you to get at what I mean. 

I certainly do not believe in Hell 
as an abode where the sinner stays 
through eternity. I do not believe 
that one goes into Hell, I think that 
one gets Hell into himself, and that 
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he can do that here just as well as 
anywhere else. 
Most cordially yours, 


(s) Harry Emerson Fosdick 


Dear Mr. Radel; Thank you 


for your letter. 

I am happy to know that you are a 
member of the radio audience, and 
that you find the messages helpful. 
It is true that there are many, 
many people in the world, educated 
and uneducated, who will not be- 
lieve what God says. The Word of 
God teaches without any equivoca- 
tion that Christ died for our sins. 
‘‘And He is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world’”’ 
(1 John 2:2). This is God’s way of 
salvation. He says very plainly in 
His Word that it is foolishness to 
those who will not believe. ‘‘For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish, foolishness, but unto us 
which are saved, it is the power of 
God’’ (1 Cor. 1:18). We cannot 
expect those who will not believe in 
Christ to understand God’s way of 
salvation. ‘‘For the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, neither can he know 
them, for they are spiritually dis- 
eerned’’ (1 Cor. 2:14). It does not 


matter whether a man is educated 
or uneducated. If he is unwilling to 
accept God’s verdict that he is a 
sinner, and that the only way of 
salvation is through the shed blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, he will 
never understand spiritual truth. 
On the other hand, ‘‘If any man will 
do His will, he shall know the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of Myself.’’ This 
was the challenge of the Lord Jesus 
in John 7:17. Do not be disturbed 
if those who are more educated in 
the wisdom of this world than you 
are, do not believe God’s Word. If 
you have been born again, you can 
say, without pride, but in acknowl- 
edgment of God’s grace, ‘‘I have 
more understanding than all my 
teachers, because Thy testimonies 
are my meditation’’ (Psa. 119 :99). 

Argument will never bring one 
who does not believe to the Lord 
Jesus. We can testify that we know 
His Word is true. We can be firm in 
our belief. We can refuse to allow a 
statement that is in opposition to 
Qod’s Word to go unchallenged. 
But the way in which we shall bring 
those who know Him not to the Lord 
is through prayer. God can work 
where we cannot. 

With kindest regards, 


(s) Donald Grey Barnhouse 
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I thank God upon every remembrance of the 
beloved Editor of Eternity, whose Bible teach- 
ing minist:y has been a blessing to my soul and 
in whose church I first found Christ. 


With many of God’s people everywhere, I 
rejoice that this generation is not wanting in 
men who live only to preach the Word, who are 
apt to teach, who know what it means to wait 
on their ministering, and who give themselves 
altogether to the unfolding of the riches of the 
Scriptures by pen and tongue. SMC. 











NE of the best known stories about Charles 

Wesley tells us how he came to write the hymn, 
‘**Jesus, Lover of My Soul.’’ It is said that he was 
in his study one day, burdened over some problem, 
when his attention was attracted to a scene outside. 
Against the background of a lowering sky, a sparrow 
was being pursued by a hawk. Just as it was about 
to be overtaken, it darted in through the open window 
to cling trembling to Wesley’s breast. He gently 
eovered it with his hand, and when the brief sum- 
mer storm was over and the hawk had departed, 
watched the sparrow fly away in safety. 

The great hymn writer went to his desk and wrote, 

Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring. 
Cover my defenseless head 
With the shadow of Thy wing. 

In giving these words to the church, Wesley was 
using a beautiful symbolism from the Bible. ‘‘ He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty”’ (Psa. 
91:1). The root of the Hebrew word translated 
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“*shadow’’ is a word picture describing a mother 
bird hovering over her nest of helpless baby birds, 
protecting them, feeding them, teaching them, and 
ministering to their every need. To abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty is to experience daily the 
personal loving care of God to such a degree that 
only such inspired terminology can describe it. 

The Holy Spirit loves to dwell upon this figure in 
setting forth the solicitude of the Lord for the 
children of men. He introduces the theme in the book 
of Deuteronomy by reaching up to the rocky crag 
where the eagle lives. Then in the Psalms he spreads 
the wings of God over us in all the vicissitudes of 
life. Finally He completes the picture in the Gospels 
with a touching reference to a common barnyard 
scene. Altogether, the picture is one of the loveliest 
drawn in all of the Scriptures. 

Let us go to the Song of Moses for the first of these 
three references. ‘‘The Lord’s portion is his people; 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. For he found him 
in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness ; 
he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as 
the apple of his eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 
fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings; so 
the Lord alone did lead him, and ‘there was no 
strange god with him. He made him ride on the high 
places of the earth’’ (Deut. 32 :9-13). 

Certainly this is intended to describe not only the 
salvation of Israel, but of every believer as well. 
When the Lord came to seek and to save that which 
was lost, He found us in a desolate wilderness of sin. 
Having found us, He began to lead us, to instruct 
and to keep us. Here are four doctrines associated in 
a definite order. Not until Christ has found and saved 
us does He lead us in paths of His choosing. Not 
until we have passed through the narrow gate and 
begun to walk the narrow way do we know what it 
means to be taught of God and to experience His 
safekeeping. 
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The instruction given’: by the mother eagle is re- 
served exclusively for her own young. They need to 
be taught how to conduct themselves in the heavenly 
realm into which they have been born. Only those 
persons who have become children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26) experience the teaching 
and keeping power of God. 

In the Psalms, the inspired record of the experi- 
ences of God’s people, occurs four times the strange 
and wonderful expression, ‘‘the shadow of Thy 
wings.’’ Strikingly, there are also four similar and 
unusual forms of the same Hebrew word in the 
phrase, ‘‘the shadow of death.’’ All men are either 
in the shadow of death at this moment, or under the 
shadow of God’s wings. While it is true that physical 
death will overtake every believer prior to the genera- 
tion which is to witness the return of Christ, the sting 
of death has been removed for us. The great truth 
concerning the wings of God softens the fact of death 
and enables us to sing, 


Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours? 
Jesus has vanquished death, and all its powers. 


‘‘Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art 
with me’’ (Psa. 23:4). You are standing by a high- 
way when a large truck passes. Its shadow may reach 
out over you, but that is far different from being run 
over by the truck itself. Death for us is a shadow 
through which we walk. There is light beyond it. In 
Psalm 23, David first talks about his Shepherd who 
leads him and restores his soul, but when the dark 
valley is reached, he talks directly to the Lord who is 
now right by his side, and says, ‘‘Thou art with me.’’ 

Yes, the Lord is with us, and the fact of His pres- 
ence enables us to agree with the Psalmist’s second 
utterance on this theme. ‘‘We have not forgotten 
Thee . . . though Thou hast covered us with the 
shadow of death’’ (Psa. 44:17-19). During trouble 
or sorrow unbelief may rail against God, weak faith 
may grow cold and bitter, but those who abide in the 
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secret place of the Most High will not forget Him 
even though He permits grief to come to them. _' 

Far beyond this is the third truth set forth in 
Psalm 107 :9, 10. ‘‘He satisfieth the longing soul, and’ 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness, such as sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death.’’ What an experi- 
ence is ours! What resources of strength, what riches 
are at our disposal, even as we sit amid shadows! 
Our souls are still satisfied with personal tokens of 
His love, no matter what happens to us. 

The certain final destiny of the Christian, after 
the close of life in a world covered with the wages of 
sin, is described in Psalm 107:13, 14. ‘‘They cried 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them out 
of their distresses. He brought them out of darkness 
and the shadow of death.’’ We may depend upon it 
that He will bring us out of the shadow and into His 
eternal light at last. 

With this background we can better appreciate 
the four-fold truth progressively disclosed about the 
overshadowing wings of God. 

How we come to occupy this favored place is sug- 
gested in the ery of David ‘‘Keep me as the apple 
of the eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy wings”’ 
(Psa. 17:8). David was surrounded by enemies. His 
mind went back to the Song of Moses, who had 
written, ‘‘He kept him as the apple of His eye.’’ 
He longed to have a similar personal experience of 
divine protection and deliverance, and so he prayed 
that God would Himself undertake to hide him under 
the shadow of His wings. He knew that the only true 
shelter would be found in divine intervention on his 
behalf. The record reveals that David was not dis- 
appointed. ‘‘ Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved’’ (Rom. 10:13). God’s wings 
immediately cover the defenseless head of anyone 
who calls upon Him for salvation. Men are lost for 
lack of a ery to the Saviour. 

Safe under the wings of God, the sweet Psalmist 
fell to meditating upon what had happened. He knew 
that others had shared his experience; he realized 
that God’s faithfulness to His Word was the reason 
why men put their trust in Him. And so it was that 
he wrote the second of four progressive statements, 
‘‘How excellent is Thy lovingkindness, O God! 
Therefore the children of men put their trust under 
the shadow of Thy wings’’ (Psa. 36:7). 

Here is the essence of Christian testimony. ‘‘Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so.’’ We believe, there- 
fore we speak. We have found God faithful, therefore 
we may assure others that they will also find a wel- 
come. A great awakening will come to our churches 
when believers so demonstrate the grace and loving- 
kindness of God that a desire fo know Him is born 
in the hearts of the unsaved. 

This series of truths would not be complete if no 
notice were taken of the fact that calamities some- 
times overtake the children of God. Therefore we 
read the third testimony of David in Psalm 57:1, 
‘Tn the shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge, 
until these calamities be overpassed.’’ 

(Continued on page 44) 
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Once Saved, Always Saved ? 
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A QUESTION which comes up 

constantly in discussions about 
the Word of God is the matter of 
eternal security, or the perseverance 
of the saints, as the older theologians 
called it. The doctrine was one of the 
five points of Calvinism, the first 
four being the total depravity of 
man, unconditional election, limited 
atonement, and irresistible grace. 
It’ was Spurgeon who said, in com- 
menting upon the fifth point, ‘‘I 
believe not so much in the persever- 
ance of the saints as in the per- 
severance of the Saviour.’’ Now, 
while the doctrine of eternal security 
is one of the major tenets of Cal- 
vinism, we do not believe in it for 
that reason. We accept it because 
the Word of God teaches it. 

In this article I do not have the 
time or the space to discuss the 
negative side of the question, i.e., 
the passages which appear to teach 
otherwise. However, I do want to 
say this: all seeming difficulties of 
a moral character and all seeming 
difficulties of a Scriptural character 
may be understood in the light of 
the following points. First, one who 
objects because this doctrine is sup- 
posed to lead to license fails to 
understand the believer’s heart.. The 
true saint does not want to sin. 
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William Hoste expressed this beau- 
tifully when he wrote, ‘‘It is the 
one who enjoys most of Christ who 
will seek most to please Him.’’ 
Second, the objector must realize 
that the sinning believer is subject 
to the believer’s judgment, which 
leads eventually to ‘‘sin unto death’’ 
(1 John 5:16). The sins of the be- 
liever bring paternal chastisement 
and judgment. There is no license 
to sin here. Third, the objector must 
also realize that, while the believer 
can never fall from salvation, he 
ean fall from fellowship with the 
Father. This is the explanation of 
many passages which appear to pose 
a difficulty. There is a difference 
between falling and falling away. 
Fourth, there are a number of pas- 
sages in the New Testament which 
refer to professors and not to be- 
lievers, or possessors. A professor 
may seem to have much of grace in 
his heart, yet fall away from his 
profession. John writes, ‘‘They went 
out from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt (these words are 
not in the original text and should 
be eliminated) have continued with 
us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that they 
were not all of us’’ (1 John 2:19). 
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Some years ago, while | was in 


held a Bible conference in the South Highlands Presbyterian Church of that city. During 
that week of meetings | came to a knowledge of Christ as my Saviour. While others had 
@ part in my salvation, nevertheless the instrument He used in bringing me to a decision 


was Dr. Barnhouse. 


A year later another conference was held, during which time Dr. Barnhouse gently 
chided me for failing to progress very much in the spiritual life in the intervening year. 
From that year | date my interest in the study of the Word of God, for it was the 
influence of his counsel which turned me to the Word. 

After the Lord so graciously called me into the ministry of the truth, many times my 
mind went back to the methods used by Dr. Barnhouse in his ministry. His Biblical preach- 
ing, his sacrifice of his own time to be with young couples for their spiritual profit, his 
love for the lost have been of great inspiration to me in the work of the Lord. 

1 could speak of the influence of the written ministry upon me, for this too has been 
great, but | will just let the above facts speak for themselves. | think it can be seen why 
| am grateful to the Lord and to Dr. Barnhouse, his servant, and why | regard him as my 


spiritual father, “an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures.” 
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If one bears in mind these four 
points, then the teaching of the New 
Testament will be found to be one 
harmonious whole. 


I would like to present seven rea- 
sons why the believer is safe and 
secure forever from the positive side 
of the matter. First of all, the be- 
liever is safe and secure because of 
the plan of salvation. When Jesus 
Christ died on Golgotha’s cross, He 
triumphantly cried, ‘‘It is finished”’ 
(John 19:30). The work of salvation 
is altogether His, but if one’s se- 
curity depends upon works, then 
logically His work is unfinished. 
The finished work would not be 
finished, because it would need my 
work for completion. Most Bible 
students grant that Noah’s ark is 
illustrative of the salvation in 
Christ. When Noah went into the 
ark his work was over so far as his 
safety was concerned. Yet, if this 
theory of believing and working is 
true, we should expect to find a 
pump in the ark! But search the 
Genesis record through and you will 
find no pump. 

The believer is safe and secure 
because of the purpose of the 
Father. In Romans 8:29, 30 Paul 
writes, ‘‘For whom He did fore- 
know, He also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Moreover 
whom He did predestinate, them He 
also called: and whom He called, 
them He also justified: and whom 
He justified, them He also glori- 
tied.’’ One notices the frequent oc- 
currence of the relative ‘‘whom’’ 
and the personal pronoun ‘‘them.’’ 
The two must be equal in their con- 
tent grammatically. Thus, the very 
ones foreknown, predestinated, and 
called are also justified and glori- 
fied. In this divine purpose not a 
single soul is lost in the process of 
its accomplishment! In addition, 
the apostle writes ‘‘glorified’’ in 
the past tense. Since the work is 
God‘s and therefore certain of ful- 
fillment, he writes of it as if it 
were already finished. Arminian 
concepts impugn the sovereignty of 
God. There is much about the divine 
purpose that I do not understand, 
yet I believe that which has been 
revealed. I am glad to be among 
those chosen by Him (Eph. 1:4) and 
feel like the preacher who said, 
**T’m so glad that He chose me be- 
fore He saw me, because if He had 
waited until He saw me, He might 
not have wanted me!”’ 


Evrernity 





Then, the believer is safe and 
secure because of the power of the 
Father. The apostle Peter wrote, 
speaking of believers, ‘‘Who are 
kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time’’ (1 Pet. 
1:5). The verb phroureo usually has 
military associations and means ‘‘to 
guard,’’ as if by a sentry or a gar- 
rison. Dean Selwyn suggests the 
rendering ‘‘securely protected.’’ 
The verb is in the present tense, 
which means that this guarding is 
a continual thing. Thus, a vivid 
picture is here presented of the be- 
liever being garrisoned about con- 
tinually by the power of God as 
the sentry. He is a sentry who never 
sleeps! ‘‘Securely protected’’ the 
believer certainly is. If it is possible 
to overcome the power of God, then 
the Christian is not safe and secure. 

Up to this point we have looked 
at the question from the standpoint 
of the Father. Now let us turn to 
the Son. The believer is absolutely 
safe and secure because of the prom- 
ise of the Son. In John 10:28, 29, 
we find Him saying, ‘‘And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able 


to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.’’ This passage contains a 
promise, not a proviso. There are 
two words that should be empha- 
sized, namely, ‘‘eternal’’ and 
“‘never.’’ I have often heard the 
Editor of this magazine point out 
that Christ did not say, ‘‘I give unto 
them six months’ life... .’’ On the 
contrary, He said ‘‘eternal,’’ and 
this word among other things cer- 
tainly connotes that which is never- 
ending. The second word, ‘‘never,’’ 
is an important one also. The verse 
should be read with an emphasis 
upon it. They shall never perish. 
The Greek language had a construc- 
tion which was used for making 
categorical and emphatic denials, 
and that construction is used in 
John 10:28. In one of the papyri 
discoveries it is found, and the oc- 
currence beautifully illustrates the 
sense of John 10:28. A boy, writing 
to his father, said, ‘‘If you refuse 
to take me along with you to Alex- 
andria, I positively will not write 
you a letter. . . .’’ The little boy 
certainly did not intend to write his 
father a letter! Likewise, when 
Jesus Christ says, ‘‘they shall never 
perish,’’ He intends to get over the 
thought that the believer positively 
will not ever perish. How can lan- 
guage be stronger and clearer? 


Another line of evidence for the 
believer’s security is the prayer of, 
the Son. In John 17:1i, 15, He asks 
the Father to ‘‘keep’’ the ones given 
to Him. It is inconceivable that the 
prayers of the Son of God should 
not be answered. It is evident that 
He believed that His prayers were 
answered for He once said, ‘‘ 
thou hearest me always’’ (John 11: 
42). The believer, then, is secure 
because of the prayer of the Son. 

Now let us look at the evidence 
from the standpoint of the third 
member of the Godhead, the Holy 
Spirit. The Christian is eternally 
secure because of the presence of the 
Spirit. Our Lord, in John 14:16, 
said, ‘‘And I will pray the Father, 
and He shall give you another Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you 
for ever.’’ Now, one should notice 
carefully the words ‘‘for ever.’’ The 
Holy Spirit has not come to indwell 
the Christian temporarily, or until 
he sins, but for ever. Someone may 
ask, ‘‘Yes, but cannot the Spirit be 
grieved?’’ Certainly! The Spirit can 
be grieved, because Paul writes, 
‘*And grieve not the holy Spirit of 
God ...’’ (Eph. 4:30). However, 
while the Spirit can be grieved, yet 
He cannot be grieved away! In 1 
Thessalonians 5:19 we read, 

(Continued on page 43) 





“Come ...And Go” 


By ROBERT F. 
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HERE is a curious contrast in 

the four Gospels between the 
statements of the Lord Jesus Christ 
before His crucifixion and those 
made after His resurrection. Prior 
to the betrayal, Christ called men 
to come unto Him. ‘‘Follow Me, 
come unto Me.. . suffer little child- 
ren to come . . . come, all ye that 
labor ... come.’’ After the resurrec- 
tion, this invitation gave way to a 
command, ‘‘Go’’! 

A quick summary of the. post- 
resurrection statements shows this 
clearly. The Lord told Thomas to 
come and examine His wounds, but 
as soon as Thomas confessed his be- 
lief, the Lord told him to go. The 
angels commanded the women to 
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come and see the place where he lay, 
and at once to go tell His disciples. 
In three of the recorded appear- 
ances, no command is quoted in the 
Gospel (Luke 24:5f, 24:13f; John 
20:17f) but in each case the imme- 
diate result is mentioned: the indi- 
viduals went at once to tell other 
disciples what they had seen and 
heard. In the other recorded post- 
resurrection speeches of the Lord 
or of angels, the command is ex- 
plicit: ‘‘go . .. to My disciples ... 
into all the world . . . go therefore 
and make disciples . . . feed My 
sheep ... follow Me... go.’’ 

The apostles found that it was 
not possible for them to stay in the 
garden where the risen Lord first 


Give us a fruitful witness 


appeared. Peter had once foolishly 
suggested building three tabernacles 
on the Mount of Transfiguration 
and remaining there; it was impos- 
sible, for the Lord was not staying 
there Himself; He had an appoint- 
ment with a cross in Jerusalem. 
Similarly, the women could not hold 
Him in the garden; His plans in- 
cluded a visit to the upper room. 
They could not stay with Him in 
that room; He was going out to 
Galilee, and to remain with Him 
they had to go up to Galilee and 
become witnesses there. Nor could 
they remain in Galilee and confine 
their witness to that country. Their 
orders contained the promise, ‘‘ And, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world,’’ but to test 
that promise, they had to go with 
Him to the farthest nations of the 
world. The risen Lord was not going 
to remain in one place, and they 
could not confine Him to one place 
of fellowship. Instead, He told them 
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that they had to go ever farther, as 
witnesses of the Gospel to an ever- 
widening circle, and go they did. 

II 

This contrast between the invita- 
tion to come to Christ and the com- 
mandment to go forth as witnesses 
was produced by His death and 
resurrection. For an explanation of 
this sudden change of speech, one 
must ask the purpose of His coming, 
and the purpose of His death and 
resurrection. 

Obviously, the Son of God had 
come to save lost sinners, to die for 
the sins of mankind, and to redeem 
unto God those who would believe in 
Him. But why should God have 
ehosen this method of bringing 
about human redemption? To say 
that this is the only way in which 
God could possibly have redeemed 
human sinners does not honor God. 
Such a statement rather limits God 


to what human beings already know 
of Him. Conceivably, the Almighty 
God could have thought of an in- 
finite number of other ways in which 
He could have saved men. 

The fact is that God chose this 
one plan, which involved the sacri- 
fice of His son on the cross. He 
might have had other choices, un- 
known to us, but He chose this and 
we do not know of any other possi- 
bility. He did not choose some other 
system, whatever it might be, nor 


did He carry out the sacrifice of 
the Son in secret. He sent the Lord 
Jesus Christ to die in Jerusalem, in 
the presence of a great multitude. 
God must have had His own suffi- 
cient purpose for choosing this plan 
and carrying it out publicly. The 
Seriptures tell us that He decided 
upon it before the foundation of 
the world, revealed it in part to the 
prophets, and prepared the setting 


for it. 
(Continued on page 40) 





| first came under the ministry of Dr. Barnhouse during my sophomore year at the 


ition of the Bible kept me at 





University of Pennsylvania. The careful, syst 


Tenth Church—almost against my will at first, for | had been a foot-loose church tramp. 
It would be impossible for me to measure the effect of the definite teaching, the forceful 
preaching, and the dynamic leadership of ‘The Doctor” in my spiritual growth up to the 
time of my call to the ministry and my departure for Princeton. 


Tenth Church and Dr. 


Barnhouse backed me spiritually and materially during my 


years at Seminary, as they have supported so many of my friends now scattered over this 
country and the world. The Holy Spirit has His own ways, known only to God, but | feel 
certain that Dr. Barnhouse has been the human agent used by the Spirit to instruct and 
guide me in the service of Christ. May God continue to use his ministry, to the praise of 


the glory of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


R. F. S. 





The Glory of the Word of God 
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begin this study with an experi- 

ence which occurred in my pre- 
saint days and which, though I did 
not know it then, was to lead to my 
salvation. I worked in a shop and 
each month there would visit us a 
bill collector for the local paper of 
the town. We knew him to be ‘‘re- 
ligious’’ and after the monthly 
business was transacted we engaged 
him in theological disputation. I 
should say we tried to engage him 
in a religious argument for we were 
never able to do so. To our ques- 
tions he would answer by quoting 
the Word. He could handle the 
Seriptures well. After the first 
skirmish we realized that we were 
arguing with God. On one occasion 
I said to him, ‘‘If I ever beeome a 
Christian I want to know the Bible 
as you do.’’ Sometime later he came 
to our shop and after the usual 
business transaction he said to our 
office staff: ‘‘You have attempted 
to twit me about my faith. I have 
endeavored to explain the truth as 
best I can. We are having a Bible 
conference in our church next week. 
The speaker you will like because 
he is a teacher of God’s Word. In 
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good sportsmanship I expect you to 
come! I have tried to be good na- 
tured about your kidding me, I only 
ask you, please come with me!”’ 

What else could we do? The next 
week came. Several of the men in 
the shop went to hear the Bible 
teacher at the conference. The Word 
was expounded in the spirit of 
‘‘Thus saith the Lord.’’ I returned 
night after night for the entire con- 
ference. I had the impression the 
man who was doing the teaching 
knew what he was talking about. 
He spoke with authority. He spoke 
to my mind as well as my heart. He 
gave me an answer ‘‘for the hope 
that was within him.’’ One of those 
evenings I have never forgotten. At 
the close of the meeting the teacher, 
Dr. Barnhouse, invited me to come 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. He out- 
lined the plan of salvation. In a 
forthright, business-like way, he 
presented the claims of Christ. 
Quietly, forcefully he presented the 
truth. Patiently, skillfully he waited 
upon the Holy Spirit to do His 
work. As a result, I came out of 
darkness into the glorious light of 
the Gospel. 


Turn on us the X-ray of Thy Word 


I would now suggest to you the 
steps which have made the integrity 
of the Word of God the basis of my 
ministry. 

When you open the pages of the 
Bible and hold the Book in your 
hand, do you really believe that it is 
God’s Word? One day I came across 
this wonderful verse, ‘‘God is not 
a man that He should lie, neither 
the Son of man that He should re- 
pent. Hath He said and shall He 
not do it? Or hath He spoken and 
shall He not make it good?’’ (Num. 
23:19). I have known people to 
promise one thing and do another. 
I have known people to lie. I have 
known what it means to be bitterly 
disappointed. But here, in a verse, 
I am told that God does not lie, like 
men; that He does not repent— 
change His mind. Think of this fact 
in the light of the promises. Think 
what this means in the light of God’s 
provision for us. Think what this 
verse means! His integrity is our 
security! This verse gave me the 
great desire to master the Book in 
order to see what God has said, in 
order to learn about what He will 
not lie, in order to discover why He 
will not change His mind. The Holy 
Spirit took the Word and convinced 
me of God’s integrity. Much that 
He has promised has been fulfilled 
already! What must the end be? 

But as the years went by ques- 
tions came. Not seeing well, I was 
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not able to engage in sport with 
other boys so I turned to books. 
Philosophy was my delight, and still 
is. Then, however, I did not know 
the Book. My mind was filled with 
questions about God, about Christ, 
about the Book, about almost every- 
thing. ‘‘Thus saith the Lord,’’ kept 
ringing in my ears. I had promised 
the Lord that I would study His 
Word. And at the time I studied my 
secular subjects God’s Word had 
priority. As a result I came across 
this great verse in First Peter. ‘‘ But 
sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts, and be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason for the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and _ fear’’ 
(1 Pet. 3:15). This verse was taken 
by the Holy Spirit to lead me 
through the vale of doubt to the 
highroad of certainty. Unbelief is 
not a matter of the intellect, but a 
matter of the will. 

Unbelief begins with a tacit re- 
jection of Christ and a subtle ado- 
ration of one’s self. Peter well knew 
what he was saying. He tried un- 
belief and tasted of its tragedy. 
From experience he knew the road 
to certainty. And strange as it may 
seem, he points out that the remedy 
for unbelief does not lie in knowl- 
edge, even Biblical knowledge, but 
first and foremost it is only found 
when Christ is pre-eminent in our 
lives. It may mean that we must be 
a minority of one in a given situa- 
tion, but if He is in our hearts, we 
will not lack for an answer, an an- 
swer from God for the questions of 
men. 

It happened in a class of psy- 
chology at Lafayette College. We 
were arguing over presidential can- 
didates. About ninety-eight of the 
boys were for Landon, two of us 
were for Roosevelt. The two of us 
argued fast and furious for our 
man. In the midst of the debate a 
voice seemed to say to my inner ear, 
‘Why do you argue thus? What has 
your man done for you? Why, he 
doesn’t even know you! Yet, you 
argue fearlessly for him. But when 
it comes to the Lord Jesus what do 
you do? You are afraid. You do not 
believe He is all that is said of Him. 
You will not say a Word for Him. 
Yet, it is He who died for you. It 
is He who cares for you. Why don’t 
you care for Him? Why can’t you 
defend Him as you are defending 
Roosevelt?’’ I was aghast! It was 
true! In the midst of that debate I 
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prayed a prayer. ‘‘Lord, I will 
sanctify Thee in my heart, I will be 
ready to answer, I will declare the 
reason for the hope within me!’’ 
How I thank God that the Holy 
Spirit did His office work that day 
in convicting me through His Word. 
From that day to this, I have had 
the joy of seeing God’s Word used 
to put to silence those who are 
guilty with the rest of sinners. 
However, we must be gracious, we 
must have the spirit of meekness. 
‘‘How far can we rely upon the 
Word of God?’’ In the early years, 
when I was in the university world, 
I wanted to speak to people about 
their souls. I thought ‘‘To be a wit- 
ness for Christ, mustn’t I know 
everything about chemistry, physics, 
philosophy, psychology, literature, 
and languages, and _ everything 
else? If I’m not an authority, how 
will they listen to me?’’ Again I 
was led to see the glory of God’s 
Word. The natural man has no use 
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for the Bible at all. As far as he is 
concerned Christ’s death on the 
cross is just so much wasted effort. 
This shocked me at first. I did not 
question the fact, I turned to the 
Word for an explanation. I learned 
that man’s heart is desperately sick, 
deceived. Men are dead in trespasses 
and sins. They cannot experience 
spiritual truth naturally. Even 
though God allows man to ‘‘use his 
own will,’’ man always uses the 
privilege to reject God. This needs 
no argument. From Adam down to 
you, to me, the story is the same. We 
love darkness rather than light be- 
cause our deeds are evil (John 3 :19- 
21). Realizing this great fact, I 
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pondered the following - question, ' 
How can I win a soul to,Christ? To 

my amazement, I learned that my 
primary task is not to win a soul to 

Christ but to witness to the integrity 

of God’s Word. I am to declare the 

decree. It is the Holy Spirit’s work 

to make the decree effective. 

Let us consider two Scriptures 
which have given me joy in personal 
Witnessing for Him. In Isaiah, we 
read: ‘‘For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but water- 
eth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed 
to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall My Word be that goeth 
forth out of My mouth; it shall not 
return unto Me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and 
it. shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it’’ (Isa. 55:10, 11). In this 
passage God sets forth the truth 
that His Word will do His work of 
saving souls. When I saw this truth 
in its fullness it served both as an 
insvlt and a blessing: an insult, in 
that God indirectly was telling me 
that He does not promise to bless 
my words, my eloquence, my argu- 
ment, my diplomacy; a blessing, in 
that God tells me that He has prom- 
ised to bless His own Word. How 
wonderful it is to realize that when 
we use the Word of God in our wit- 
nessing to the lost, we can count on 
Him to have the Holy Spirit do His 
office work of making that Word 
bring life out of death. No longer 
do I need to struggle with the stub- 
born, rebellious will of a Christ- 
rejecting man. All I need do is rest 
in the integrity and power of the 
Word. This does not mean that souls 
will be saved as soon as God’s Word 
is spoken. May flowers and June 
fruit are the result of winter’s snow 
as well as spring rain. This is the 
figure of speech in this passage from 
Isaiah. Paul has the same thing to 
say about God’s Word. ‘‘So then, 
faith cometh by hearing and hear- 
ing by the Word of God’’ (Rom. 
10:17). 

As a university student I have 
had the opportunity of seeing the 
truth of these verses in action. There 
was a time when I tried to answer 
all the arguments which unbelief 
brought against the Word of God. 
However, when I saw these two great 
passages of Scripture in their full- 
ness I was led to change my method 
of witness. I no longer worried about 

(Continued on page 39) 
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In The Swelling Of Jordan 


By ANDREW 


wy thou hast run with the foot- 

men and they have wearied 
thee, then how canst thou contend 
with horses? and if in the land of 
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they 
wearied thee, then how wilt thou do 
in the swelling of Jordan?’’ (Jer. 
12:5). 

This verse used to be a favorite 
theme for preachers in a former 
generation. The swelling of Jordan 
was treated as a picture of death, 
and the swirling waters that well- 
nigh swept away the feet of those 
who sought safe haven on the fur- 
ther shore were vividly portrayed 
in order to disturb the unconverted 
into effectual alarm. As someone 
has wisely said, there is no wrong 
way of getting a soul saved, so we 
need not condemn the uses to which 
our fathers put this mighty text. 
Probably more believers are haunted 
by a secret dread that they will 
play the coward and somehow prove 
a failure in the moment of death’s 
oncoming than their pastors ever 
dream. More people, too, are buf- 
feted by Satan with the thought of 
a dread disease or of insanity than 
ever we imagine. It is time we 
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brought this great text back. It is 
time we drew for our hearers from 
its context in the life of Jeremiah 
that sure pledge of God to make us 
‘‘more than conquerors’? which we 
in our dissolving world will find so 
suited to our time and to our need. 

The words as they were uttered 
by God to Jeremiah form the Di- 
vine prescription for heroism. Most 
of us are soft, and God has to treat 
us for what we are, dealing out to 
us large doses of comfort. At our 
first hearing of these strong words, 
we dislike them. They sound de- 
pressing. But that seeming harsh 
and unrelenting quality is in truth 
a measure of the respect with which 
God treated the personality of Jere- 
miah. Instead of reassuring His dis- 
mayed and troubled servant by 
suggesting that the worst was really 
past, God plainly said that worse 
was still to come. Hitherto the 
prophet had been an infantryman 
going at the pace of the infantry, 
but henceforth he would have to 
travel at the pace of horsemen, so 
what was the use of feeling tired? 
He had felt bitterness and dis- 
couragement on discovering the 


Mr. MacBeath, now a teacher at Toronto Bible College, was formerly secretary of 
the Keswick Convention. His acquaintance with the Editor’s ministry, unlike that 
of our other contributors, was made when his own was well established. His 


letter sums up what many have rejoiced in. 


1 would like this to be printed in the October issue for the article is of a piece with 
that robust sense of God’s greatness and unsearchableness for which Dr. Barnhouse 
stands. It also rejoices in that faith in predestination which Dr. Barnhouse so unflinchingly 
proclaims. What | have liked in the Editor’s message is that he not only defends the faith 
but he exults and revels in it. He has that quality which | admired in G. K. Chesterton— 
a gift which he squandered on the Roman heresy!—of laughing in the adversary’s face, 
end always finding unexpected treasures which he brings forth to the dismay and 


discomfiture of all gainsayers. 


Truly we ought to glory in the strength of our God (“the strength of hills is His’’— 
and hills are never strident!—but they calmly lie under the sunshine or the cloud, and 
give their witness after feverish man has been silenced and his heresies are hushed). So 
| would count it a privilege to witness to these things, and to lift up my voice against 
any spread of the “soft” Christianity which | discern in the increase of singing groups 
that give a poor sentimental type of travesty of our robust faith, by being permitted a 


place in the October number. 
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Make us walk a step at a time 


treacherous plotting of his own kins- 
folk in Anathoth, who wanted him 
put out of the way, but that was as 
nothing to the furious rage that 
might yet gather and burst upon 
his head from an insensate mob. 

Somehow I think we need to go to 
Golgotha if we would understand 
what the swelling of Jordan means. 
Picture that sea of angry faces up- 
turned in derision and in anger 
round the Son of God. Nowhere 
could we expect more fury to be 
unleashed than from such a mob as 
in Jerusalem cried ‘‘Crucify him!’’ 
It was into something of the shadow 
of the cross that Jeremiah passed 
when God ordained him to His serv- 
ice, and since our ambition is to 
follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth, we in our generation ought 
to trace God’s ways with that loyal, 
sensitive, and shrinking prophet of 
long ago. 

The words to Jeremiah are as- 
tonishing. We ask ourselves what 
is the explanation of their seeming 
disregard of flesh and blood, but the 
first thing for us to do is to accept 
them. God, as we learn from them, 
is a God of the unexpected. Occa- 
sionally God seems to heap ordeals 
and disasters upon people whom we 
would have supposed far too frail 
to face them. So far, our experience 
of life seems to corroborate this 
amazing Scripture. Occasionally God 
passes by the rugged and stalwart 
believer who appears capable of en- 
during any strain and submitting 
to any sacrifice, and into the arena 
or to martyrdom He sends a timid 
person or a man or woman of a 
sensitive temperament who seems 
quite certain to collapse. The only 
answer that we need is this: God 
knows His man! 

Archbishop Cranmer was un- 
manned by threats, and in the 
Reformation’s early days he signed 
a recantation of the faith. But look 
again for the timid churchman and 
you cannot find him. At the stake 
there stands a hero. Nerved for the 
flames the thought of which once 
had made him quail, what quiet 
courage he displayed as he thrust 
his arm into the fire. ‘‘This was the 
hand that wrote it,’’ was his ery, 
‘‘therefore it shall suffer first pun- 
ishment.’’ Though in a land of 
peace he played the coward, yet in 
the swelling of Jordan, Cranmer 
proved undaunted. Yes, God knows 
His man. And sometimes still God 
uses the same prescription in deal- 
ing with our fears. He curbs their 
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power because He scares us out of 
cowardice. 

Other men in larger numbers re- 
ceive divine encouragement in other 
ways. The usual procedure is to 
fortify them with large and glowing 
promises. God usually makes His 
servants feel the sweet taste of vic- 
tory as though it were already 
their’s. But under the old covenant, 
His servant Jeremiah was excep- 
tional in this that God ordained 
him for protracted testing such as 
no other, not even Elijah, could 
have faced. The rugged Tishbite had 
stood alone against his apostate 
nation, and at the close of one long 
day of testing Elijah was triumph- 
ant. But Jeremiah was called to 
stand alone against his apostate 
people not merely till the offering 
of the evening oblation or till the 
going down of the sun, but through 
forty long and lonely years which 
did not bring his vindication at the 
end. For Jeremiah there was no 
success at sundown. Like the Cap- 
tain of our salvation, it was his lot 
to go out at last in ignominy, leav- 
ing the issue with God. 

What is the compliment that God 
pays this reluctant prophet who at 
first would fain have withdrawn his 
name? God does not ‘‘baby’’ him 
with soothing words, but treats him 
as robust enough to go right on. 
God’s words sound like Napoleon 
speaking to his veteran campaign- 
ers of the imperturbable Old Guard 
—the proud Old Guard about whom 
no one would dream that its mem- 
bers could default or fail. God 
knows His man. ‘‘Before thou 
ecamest forth out of the womb, I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee 
a prophet.’’ We do well to remem- 
ber that it is on the basis of pre- 
destination that all the great saints 
have flung away their fears. It is 
by accepting their lot in all its un- 
expectedness as that for which they 
had been foreordained that God’s 
heroic servants learned the source 
of heroism. The one article in their 
creed is that to which Job clung with 
invincible tenacity : ‘‘But He know- 
eth the way that I take; when He 
hath tried me I shall come forth as 
gold.”’ 

But now we must advance to a 
further thought. God not merely 
knew the man He chose, but He 
knew what He Himself was going to 
make of Jeremiah. Like Jesus Christ 
surnaming Simon with the title 
‘*Rock-man,’’ God had forevisioned 
what His servant would become. 
Attempting to fortify a younger 
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man who seemed to dread a coming 
ordeal a wise old Scotswoman con- 
fidently said, ‘‘God has not done 
with you yet!’’ The first outery 
from Jeremiah’s lips was not the 
last word about his character, and 
in God’s mercy, the same holds true 
of us. We may be for a moment 
overwrought, but those who serve 
God never are overwhelmed. He who 
has begun a good work in them 
stands surety for them, and will per- 
form His work and have it ready 
at the day of Christ. The same as- 
surance is brought to us from the 
lips of psalmists. One of them de- 
clares this timely word: ‘‘Thy God 
hath commanded thy strength,’’ and 
therefore we go on to pray as the 
psalmist did, ‘‘Strengthen, O God, 
that which Thou hast wrought for 
us’’ (Psa. 62:28). 

God, as we said, foresaw what He 
would do for Jeremiah. That is true, 
but in a sense we ought to go fur- 
ther still. God does not always 
reckon in future tenses (in a tense 
which the wise old Hebrew gram- 
marians called the ‘‘imperfect’’ 
tense) but God deals with us also in 
the perfect tense. On the great and 
formative day of Jeremiah’s call 
God said a striking thing. God said, 
‘‘Behold, I have made thee this day 
a fortified city, and an iron pillar, 
and brazen walls.’’ That is a fait 
accompli which our faith must 
stretch itself to accept. In the eyes 
of outsiders, little may have ap- 
peared different in the man of 
Anathoth, but kings and princes, 
priests and false prophets, and the 
people of the land fought against 
Jeremiah, and they did not prevail 
against him. What God had said, 
God fulfilled—and so it will be with 
us. He abideth faithful. He cannot 
deny Himself. 

Two great results that God ac- 
complished in His servant He is 
also intent on seeing wrought out 
in us. We may not be conscious of 
God’s achievement in ourselves as 
yet, but let us examine God’s prod- 
uct in His ancient servant. 

If anything stands out in the 
prophet who was such a man of 
sorrows, it is the fact that he was 
identified with his people in a man- 
ner that no other prophet was. 
Indeed it is not to be wondered at 
that when our Lord inquired of His 
disciples as to what the public 
thought of Him, one answer was 
that some felt the Son of man was 
Jeremiah. It was this capacity for 
taking to himself his nation’s sins 
and his nation’s woes, and weeping 
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over them in secret, that made Jere- 
miah likest to the Redeemer, though 
with a great, deep gap. Yet if 
Jeremiah was exceptional in the way’ 
God treated him; if he sat solitary 
because of God’s Word as no other 
prophet had done—for he was even 
forbidden to marry—it falls now to 
be mentioned that under the new 
covenant, of which Jeremiah was 
the fullest exponent—under the new 
covenant it is the normal thing that 
we should be like exceptional Jere- 
miah. 

What he alone was in olden times, 
all believers now are meant to be— 
men exquisitely sensitive to the pain 
and grief of God, and with a heart 
that yearns over the _ rebellious, 
longing that they might know the 
things that belong to their peace. 
In some ways there is hardly any 
missionary book in the Old Testa- 
ment like the Book of Jeremiah. 
With Hosea, this man unveils the 
heart of God. Having become ac- 
quainted with the prophet with pain 
at his heart, we read deeper mean- 
ing into John 3:16, then look again 
at Calvary and say ‘‘God so loved 
the world.’’ 

True, it may seem that no prophet 
is so self-conscious as Jeremiah, but 
that does not mean what it seems 
to say. He is not self-absorbed—as 
so many become when they try to 
be spiritual. It is not merely his own 
pains and sorrows that are his 
preoccupation, but the unrelieved 
gloom of the immediate prospect 
for his people, and their strange 
blindness. In our case let us ask 
whether adversity and trial have 
been perverted by our self-absorp- 
tion. Are our lives a Dead Sea, de- 
void of outlets? Or have the disci- 
plines and disappointments of our 
life made us more tender to our 
neighbor’s grief, and more con- 
cerned to answer the cry of a 
world’s deep need? If God has put 
His hand upon us, so that we sit 
solitary (and perhaps it may be so 
in quite a literal sense), He still 
can make us fertile in the lives of 
others. But like Jeremiah we must 
be identified with those over whom 
the Saviour yearns. 

A second result in this great 
prophet’s life of the Divine claim 
and call was the remarkable inti- 
macy of His fellowship with God. 
In no other prophetic book are there 
such diary-entries or such ‘‘con- 
fessions’’ from the secret place. It 
was in virtue of this unfettered 
aceess to God that He endured. 

(Continued on page 37) 
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AT CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
By J. C. POLLOCK 

Formerly of the Cambridge Intercollegiate Christian Union 

I well remember a rainy afternoon at the Keswick 
Convention in 1946. I was then an undergraduate at 
Cambridge University and leader of the Christian 
Union. We were going through a difficult period, and 
had recently resisted a strong attempt to make us 
join in a united Mission to the University which, we 
felt, would weaken our distinctive witness and result 
in religious activity but few and weak conversions. 
We were now committed to preparing our own mis- 
sion, which was to take place in the following Febru- 
ary at the same time as that of the other societies, 
who had secured one of England’s best orators. It 
did not look as if our team of three, though chosen 
to preach the Gospel we loved, would even come into 
this man’s category. 

These thoughts were in my mind as I wandered— 
that is the word—into the Convention Tent for the 
afternoon meeting. I am afraid it was curiosity more 
than spiritual hunger that took me into that meeting. 
But as I sat listening to Dr. Barnhouse’s powerful 
address on the Ephesians, the strongest conviction 
laid hold on me: if we can get this man to Cambridge, 
our problem will be solved. 

It seemed a forlorn hope but with fear and 
trembling I sent him a message. A few hours later 
the reply came: ‘‘ Yes, if you can have your Mission 
earlier, in November.’’ By the evening post a letter 
from Cambridge arrived, to inform me that the other 
societies regretted the need to put forward their 
Mission in February by a week, that they were sorry 
it would rather spoil our effort, but they were sure 
we would understand, etc., ete. Now, I well knew that 
no student would attend two Missions in a fortnight. 
If we had ours in February as we had planned, we 
might as well save our breath to cool our porridge; 
but here was God giving us a Mission in November. 
It was such a striking combination of events that I 
no longer doubted that what I had done was meant 
to be done. 

Dr. Barnhouse and I only met for a few minutes at 
Keswick, but the closest relations were established, 
and when he flew into London airport four months 
later our Christian Union was at the pitch of spiritual 
expectancy. 

A momentous week followed, as God used His 
servant’s ministry among one of the most critical, 
diffienlt, and hungry audiences in the world. Both 
in 1946, and in the other Mission which Dr. Barn- 
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house took at Cambridge three years later, the prin- 
cipal service was held in the University Church, 
floodlit for the occasion. Throughout the week, meet- 
ings—we call them squashes—took place in all the 
colleges, generally addressed by one of the Assistant 
Missioners. Dr. Barnhouse also spoke at Faculty 
Breakfasts and similar meetings, and spent much time 
in personal interviews. The hub of the Christian 
Union was the Daily Prayer Meeting, stirred to 
greater faith and persistence by the message we were 
given on the night before the Mission started. 

Detailed description of activity six years ago and 
fonr thousand miles away would prove tedious, but 
certain points are worth emphasis. There was a vigor 
in Dr. Barnhouse’s method and a blend of clarity and 
warmth in his thought which had been foreign to the 
University for years. We were used to sermons schol- 
arly and dull; and to those which were interesting 
and spiritual but lacked intellectual depth. Here was 
a man who could meet liberal theologians on their 
own ground, yet be intelligible to the simplest fresh- 
man and make hardened war veterans sit up. Another 
feature of Dr. Barnhouse’s preaching was his un- 
compromising presentation of Scripture. The Word 
of God was a weapon in his hands. No one was left 
in doubt that the Word from Genesis to Revelation 
was quick, powerful, and sharp. To many Cambridge 
men, reared on the insipid leavings of modernism, 
the Mission was a rediscovery of Scripture, and sent 
them scurrying back to take down dusty Bibles from 
their shelves, to see ‘‘whether these things were so.”’ 
Some of the dons resented his pillorying of contem- 
porary theology, but undergraduates began to see 
that the Scriptures cannot be broken, that the Book 
they had been taught to judge was now judging them. 

It was impossible to listen to God’s servant and 
be neutral. Pagans—and there were plenty of them— 
found that decision had to be made; the Holy Spirit 
was blocking their path, demanding a verdict for 
life or death. Sins were found out, indifference ex- 
posed, and lip-religion proved bankrupt. Christians 
were equally humbled. Hesitation and _ timidity, 
hitherto throttling the witness of some, were blown 
away. One could not be apologetic for a Gospel which 
came in such power. 

The Gospel came also in love. There was a humanity 
about the man which balanced the force of his mes- 
sage. The prophetic fire was trimmed by New Testa- 
ment love. This was especially apparent in the per- 
sonal talks he held with inquirers. Dr. Barnhouse 
refused to allow prevarication. Some perhaps were 
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pressed further than spiritually they were ready to 
go; an occasional shallow and transient conversion 
is the price of deliberate preaching and counseling 
for a verdict. But though an interview with the Mis- 
sioner was an ordeal for anyone not in earnest, the 
genuine seeker after truth found love, sympathy, 
understanding—and a happy humanity. This spark- 
ling happiness also made the scanty leisure hours of 
the Mission delightful. 

Friends of Dr. Barnhouse will not be surprised at 
mention of the peace—‘‘not a surge of worry, not a 
shade of care’’—which God gave him during that 
strenuous week. Motoring up to Cambridge for the 
start of the Mission I expected pious talk and was 
ready to prime the Missioner with serious advice on 
our particular problems. But Dr. Barnhouse knew 
there was plenty of time for that, and the result was 
a fascinating journey, highly amusing, informative, 
and invigorating. 

When Dr. Barnhouse flew back to America we were 
able to give him a substantial list of men and women 
professing conversion. But a significant feature of 
the Mission was its delayed-action effect. In the fol- 
lowing terms, reports came in of undergraduates who 
apparently had been unaffected by what they heard, 
but in whom the seed of God’s Word had been 
planted, and in due time brought forth fruit. Such 
conversions inevitably were deep, for they followed 
inner conflict, the pressure of God’s Spirit, and the 
thorough conviction of sin which He alone can bring. 

These slow-motion converts who spent weeks or 
months before accepting Christ as Saviour were yet 
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one turther proof of the movement of God’s Spirit. 
We saw great and wonderful things at Cambridge for ' 
no other reason: God moved, in His own way and 
time, and through a faithful minister. That minister 
would rebuke any suggestion that he should share in 
the honor which belongs to God alone. Yet I am re- 
minded of the very last night of the Mission. Dr. 
Barnhouse was about to get into the car to return to 
London. Some of us began to express our gratitude, 
but Dr. Barnhouse stopped it. ‘‘When you borrow a 
man’s donkey,’’ he said, ‘‘whom do you thank? The 
donkey or its Owner?’’ ‘‘The Owner,’’ we replied. 
‘*But,’’ someone added, ‘‘you give a lump of sugar 
to the donkey.’’ 


IN BELGIUM AND FRANCE 
By ANDRE LAMORTE 


President 
Faculté Libre de Théologie d’ Aix-en-Provence (France) 


The knowledge of men and their living conditions 
is without doubt one of the most important factors 
for a spiritual work which is going to be really 
blessed. Dr. Barnhouse understood this when as a 
young pastor he came to Europe a little after the 
first World War. As an officer in the American 
Army he had already lived at the front with our 
armies for many months and had come to know and 
to love countries which spoke the French language. 
He understood their sacrifices as well as their mate- 
rial, and more important still, their spiritual needs. 
He wanted as a pastor to share with them some of the 
best gifts which God had given to his own people. It 
was because of this that he gave to France and to 
Belgium the first six years of his pastoral work. 

In Belgium, a country which was still wounded by 
the war and by the terrible invasion, a country 
which was almost entirely Catholic, he worked for 
two years as a preacher, as a conference speaker, and 
as an evangelist. He is also the founder of the first 
Biblical institute in the French language, which has 
today about thirty regular pupils besides many others 
who come to the evening classes. Many men, most of 
whom came out of the darkness of Rome, owe to this 
preacher and to this teacher, their new birth. Some 
today are pastors or missionaries throughout the 
world. Others while remaining laymen have been 
used of the Lord to win many souls to eternal life. 

In France, Dr. Barnhouse gave four years to the 
churches in the mountains. He spent two years at 
Freissiniére the old parish of Felix Nef and two years 
in the Mure d’Isére. 

Many people there remember today all the good 
which they received in those days through his min- 
istry. He knew the life of his parishioners intimately, 
he shared their joys and their sorrows and brought 
to each the message he had asked from God for them. 
The children, whom he loved particularly, loved him 
in return. Many of these, because of his ministry, 
eame to know the Lord Jesus Christ. Some today are 
pastors, two are the wives of pastors, another is a 
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Dr. Barnhouse’s first church 
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distinguished doctor, a teacher at the University at 
Lyons, a fine Christian. How lovingly this last one 
pays homage to the pastor who in his childhood dis- 
covered his intelligence, and took him away from his 
simple surroundings. 

After going back to the United States about 1927, 
Dr. Barnhouse could not return to France to take up 
his interest in the Reformed Evangelical churches 
until after the war of 1939-1945. He learned then of 
the creation in Aix-en-Provence of a faculty of theol- 
ogy which could only count upon the support of 
some fifty Reformed Evangelical churches who, faith- 
ful to the Word of God and to their glorious Hugue- 
not traditions, had refused to join with the ecumenical 
movement in the Reformed Church in France. The 
school was modestly installed in a villa which they 
had rented and in some American barracks. This 
evangelical witness in Europe depended at that time 
almost entirely upon the few evangelical churches in 
France which were too few and too poor to support 
them financially. So Dr. Barnhouse without saying 
anything to anyone, knowing through his knowledge 
of France of the absolute need for this University 
decided to raise in America a serious movement to 
support this work. A year and a half later, thanks to 
gifts from this source and some other gifts obtained 
in France and from some Swiss friends the faculty 
became the owner of a very fine residence with a 
beautiful park. 

Dr. Barnhouse is continuing to gather together in 
the United States some new funds which will surely 
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help the faculty to build on its own ground buildings 
which are indispensable for its auditorium, its library, 
and various other services and to house the forty or 
fifty students. Thanks to this effort ten students from 
Belgium, from Switzerland, from Holland, from 
Germany, have been admitted during these last two 
years, studying side by side with French students. 
Such a university work as Aix, based upon the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures, is tremendously im- 
portant as it gives solid intellectual and spiritual 
preparation to an ever-increasing number of students. 

We must also mention the tremendous blessing 
during these last years in the month of June from 
Dr. Barnhouse’s lessons at Aix, his Bible classes in 
the churches, and his pastoral conferences. 

So then adding to the voices which are blessing the 
Lord across the ocean for the ministry of Dr. Barn- 
house comes a multitude of grateful voices from men 
and women in France and in Belgium who owe to the 
witness of this servant of the Lord their salvation or 
their vocation ; the voices of pastors in the evangelical 
churches of France to whom he has brought so much 
spiritually and materially, the voice of the faculty at 
Aix, of its teachers and of its pupils who cannot but 
greet one of God’s chosen instruments for leading 
and directing in such a large measure the destinies of 
this university. In thinking of Dr. Barnhouse and his 
tremendous work it is precious to us to say again with 
Calvin ‘‘To God alone be glory.’’ 


AT KESWICK 
By CLARENCE H. M. FOSTER 


Secretary of the Children’s Special Service Mission 


In the year 1935 the Diamond Jubilee of the in- 
auguration of the English Keswick Convention was 
celebrated, and it was on Wednesday, July 17th, of 
that year that the voice of Dr. Donald Grey Barn- 
house was first heard from the Keswick platform. 
That year it so happened that the present writer and 
his wife had the privilege of acting as hosts to a 
party of visitors from lands overseas, and amongst 
the guests came Dr. Barnhouse to represent evan- 
gelical Christians in America. At the special Diamond 
Jubilee meeting Dr. Barnhouse voiced the greetings 
of American believers, and spoke of Keswick as the 
mother of the Bible Conference Movement through- 
out the world, telling his interested hearers of the 
two ‘‘Keswicks’’ in the North American Continent. 
It was a joy to learn also of the very large number of 
similar conferences extending from Maine to Cali- 
fornia, and from Canada to the Gulf. Largely as a 
result of the message that Dr. Barnhouse brought to 
the Convention that day, a somewhat unusual de- 
parture from the program was made, and the Doctor 
was invited to be the Lord’s messenger at the 
Saturday evening meeting of the Convention. The 
message given was unforgettable, dealing with the 
solemn subject of ‘‘Men whom God struck dead’’ be- 
eause of unsanctified worship, service, and surrender. 
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‘*As we go from this place shall it not be that we 
shall take with us the earnest resolve that the Holy 
Spirit shall be exalted in our lives? Let us examine 
our motives. Let us be sure that our worship has 
been in the Holy Spirit. Let us determine that our 
service and our surrender shall be as He desires. Let 
it not be merely God’s work, but let it be God’s work 
in God’s way.’’ 

The Convention authorities invited Dr. Barnhouse 
to take a more prominent part in the gatherings of the 
following summer. During that Convention he was 
responsible for the series of talks at the afternoon 
meetings, at which he took as his subject the Power 
of Bible Study, of Christ’s Love, of the Blessed Hope, 
and of the Spirit. 

It is the custom, following the Convention at Kes- 
wick, for the addresses to be printed verbatim and 
sent out far and wide, large numbers going to mis- 
sionaries scattered throughout the world; indeed, it 
has become a practice in many far-off stations for the 
workers to gather on Sunday evenings for prayer and 
fellowship, and have Keswick addresses read aloud so 
that all may share in the blessing. To God’s glory we 
gratefully record that many have written to tell of 
the uplift and inspiration that have come to them 
through reading the messages given through God’s 
servant, Dr. Barnhouse. 

We must briefly mention the further occasions on 
which our friend ministered at Keswick. In 1938 he 
delivered a series of Bible Readings; the first three 
dealt with Assurance, Knowledge, and Cleansing. The 
fourth in the series was perhaps the most remarkable 
and best-remembered of all the addresses given by the 
Dr. Barnhouse at Keswick. There are many, including 
the present writer, who will always thank God for 
the guidance which led His servant to seek in the 
quiet of his room God’s own word for that fourth 


the Convention I could get no peace about the fourth 
message, and finally, leaving the small tent in the 
middle of the Missionary Reception on Wednesday ‘ 
afternoon, I went to my room in the certainty that I 
must prepare an entirely fresh message for delivery 
on the morrow.’’ That message took the form of an 
outline of a day spent in the practical maintenance 
of experimental holiness, and while God’s child was 
reluctant to give such a personal message, he had the 
joy of knowing that it was blessed to many hearts, 
and that undoubtedly the Lord had a special purpose 
in it. Lives were re-adjusted in the light of that 
searching and convicting word. 

After six years of war it was a joy to welcome Dr. 
Barnhouse to Keswick again in the summer of 1946, 
and later in July, 1948. On each occasion he took the 
afternoon meetings, dealing first with ‘‘The Heaven- 
lies’’—studies in. Ephesians—and then bringing to us 
the messages which have since been appearing in the 
pagesof EvTernity on the theme ‘‘Baptized into 
Christ.’’ In the summer of 1951—again in the after- 
noon series of meetings—the theme of the God-given 
messages was ‘‘ Abraham, God’s Sample Man.’’ 

Apart from all this important and richly-blessed 
ministry, Dr. Barnhouse has been called upon to 
address many gatherings of missionaries, students, 
clergy, and ministers, and members of camps and 
house parties. It is no exaggeration to say that 
thousands praise God for the faithful testimony of 
His servant to the riches that are to be discovered in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and we thank Him for His 
gift to the Church, at the same time ascribing to His 
holy Name every whit of the glory. We rejoice with 
you all on the blessing attending the twenty-five years’ 
ministry at ‘‘Tenth,’’ and join you in prayer that the 
future service of God’s dear servant may be even 
more fruitful than that of the years gone by. 





meeting. He himself has said, ‘‘In the early days of Enp 
Derwentwater 
near Keswick 
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By HOWARD W. OURSLER 


Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 





I praise God for the fact that He permitted 
me to come into contact with Dr. Barnhouse 
early in my life. Indeed, it was through Dr. 
Barnhouse’s ministry that the Lord spoke to me 
concerning the surrender of my life in His 
service as a minister of the Gospel. Through 
years of close, intimate association as his secre- 
tary, I learned to appreciate this man’s deep 
love for Christ, his divinely bestowed gift of 
teaching the Bible, his wide learning, his good 
judgment, and his largeness of heart for others. 
It is impossible to calculate the influence Dr. 
Barnhouse has had on my life and work, and 
for it I thank the Lord. H. W. oO. 











NE way that the Lord teaches us is by way of 

object lessons. That is to say He not only sets 
forth principles in His Word, but He sets forth those 
principles as they are embodied in persons. I should 
like to take one of the chapters out of the life of 
Elijah, the man who lived by faith, in order that we 
might learn from that life some of the things God 
wants us to learn (1 Kings 17). 

The first thing that we notice concerning the life 
of faith is that the man who lives by faith sets the 
Word of God over against the evil of his day. Ahab 
lived in an evil day, a day when the rulers of the 
nation had caused the nation to err. As one king had 
succeeded another it could be written of every one of 
them what is in the fifteenth chapter, verse 34, ‘‘He 
did evil in the sight of the Lord.’’ That was the 
recurring statement after every king’s rule. But now 
Ahab was on the throne and he was the worst of all. 
In the sixteenth chapter, verse 33, we read that Ahab 
did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger 
than all the kings of Israel that were before him. 
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Now Ahab was a brave man in the field of battle and 
he was a successful man so far as his reign was con- 
cerned. He was a lover of art; he was the founder of 
cities, but he was a man who did more to grieve the 
Lord than any king who preceded him. 

The great sin of Ahab was that he had established 
in Israel the worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. This he 
did as a political expedient. He had wanted an alli- 
ance with the Zidonians over against the King of 
Syria and he had married Jezebel the daughter of 
the King of Zidon, and Jezebel was an idol wor- 
shipper. To please Jezebel he had established the 
worship of Baal and Ashtoreth in Israel. Not only 
had he set up this idol worship but had instituted a 
bloody persecution against those who worshiped God 
so that 100 prophets were found hiding in the caves 
for their very lives. And while even in spite of the 
bloody purge there were still seven thousand in Israel 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal, they were keep- 
ing quiet and not saying anything about it lest they 
should be put to death. It was in such a time as that 
that Elijah appears and makes the astounding state- 
ment which we find in the first verse of the seven- 
teenth chapter of 1 Kings. 

God had a message for the nation and here is a 
man living by faith who will take God’s message and 
speak it and will set the Word of God over against 
the evil of his day. It is true that when God has a 
work to do He always has somebody to do it. When 
it came the time for God to send the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, He was able to lay His hands upon Saul of 
Tarsus, convert him into Paul, and send him forth 
with that message. When it was time for the Refor- 
mation to take place, God had His Martin Luther to 
lead the van. When it was necessary for God to speak 
against the idolatrous worship of Israel and against 
the evil of the king himself, Elijah steps forth on the 
promises of God to speak in God’s behalf. 
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He appears absolutely without warning—almost 
like a clap of thunder. He came without any flourish 
of trumpets or without any heralds to announce Him. 
He came without any court attire and without pol- 
ished speech, but he said this: ‘‘ As the Lord God of 
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall be 
neither rain nor dew these years but according to 
my word.’’ 

We are ignorant of the boyhood of Elijah. We 
would like to know what kind of a boy he was. We 
know something of the boyhood of other great men 
like Moses, Samuel; we know nothing about Elijah’s 
boyhood or youth. Over in the New Testament in the 
fifth chapter of James we are told that Elijah was a 
man of like passions as we are and we are also told 
that he was a man of earnest prayer and that he 
prayed that it would not rain. So before he made this 
announcement he had gone to the Lord with this 
request. Now it is a strange request to make of God 
that there should be no rain but he did this because 
God had said that whenever the people worshiped 
idols He would withhold His rain (Deut. 11:13). 
Elijah was now saying to the Lord, ‘‘ Assert Thine 
authority over the people, vindicate Thine own holi- 
ness, make true Thine own word.’’ Because the people 
had turned to idolatry Elijah had prayed and asked 
the Lord to make good His word: 

If he were to speak boldly before the king, he 
must first of all speak before the Lord. And so he 
does speak now, boldly, before the king. ‘‘As the 
Lord God of Israel liveth’’—there is something sig- 
nificant in the way he begins his words for you see 
Ahab had just about repudiated the covenant between 
Israel and God. Ahab had said in substance that 
there was no God and now the first words of Elijah 
are There is indeed God. And He is still the God of 
Israel. And He is a God who lives. ‘‘ But as the Lord 
God of Israel liveth before whom I stand,’’ he said. 
God exists not simply in some far away corner of 
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the universe, but we are here in His presence and 
I am speaking in His name and I am protected by’ 
His power. pt ; 

He goes on—‘‘There shall be no rain nor dew these 
years but by my word.’’ That is a terrible judgment. 
Could it be that God would have any pleasure in the 
judgment? No. But God had to be true to His Word 
and God wanted through this judgment to bring the 
people back to Himself. It is significant to notice that 
Baal and Ashtoreth, the gods that Ahab had set up 
before the people, were considered to be the gods of 
productivity. And the Lord was saying Now let’s see 
how well they will do without My rain and My dew. 
If they ean bring forth fruit from the ground, now 
is their chance to prove it. But I shall withhold the 
rain and I shall withhold the dew. If you think that 
they are the gods of productivity, you shall find out. 
What God wanted to do was to teach the people that 
all that they had received was from His hands and He 
wanted them to know that not a raindrop nor a 
globule of dew would fall until He was ready. 

Now the moment that Elijah had spoken this 
terrible word, he disappeared. And you can imagine 
that those whom he addressed were stunned to silence 
for a moment. And then in order to relieve the em- 
barrassment, somebody would have let out a guffaw 
and would have said something like this, ‘‘That 
fellow must be from an insane asylum, he talks like 
a crazy man.’’ But when the rainy season came and 
there was no rain they learned that it was no joke. 
But I suppose that at first there would be some oldster 
who would say, ‘‘Don’t worry. I remember the time 
when I was a boy when we didn’t have rain in the 
rainy season for a little whi'e. Let’s not get excited.”’ 
But when the days were going into weeks, and the 
weeks into months, and there was no rain the word 
was, ‘‘ Where is Elijah? Elijah said there would be 
no rain nor dew but by his word. Let’s get hold of 
him. Let’s have him speak the word.’’ 

Elijah had obeyed God’s command: ‘‘Get thee 
hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by 
the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.’’ He didn’t 
go to the brook by Cherith because he was afraid. He 
was serving the Lord as faithfully when he went 
there as he was when he stood before Ahab. When 
Jesus spent forty days and forty nights in the wilder- 
ness, He was where the Father wanted Him to be. 
Paul after his salvation went into Arabia and was 
there for a period of time. There is no question about 
the fact that he was where God wanted him to be. 
And Elijah is where God wants him to be even 
thovgh he is in a qviet place rendering no open 
service. And God promised him in verse four, ‘‘ And 
it shall be, that thou sha't drink of the brook; and 
I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.’’ 
God will provide for His servant, even in the time 
of drought. He said I have commanded the ravens. 
So even these birds that would normally devour food 
God is going to use in order to provide food for His 
prophet. He had to trust God day by day for the 

(Continued on page 35) 
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The Radio Ministry 


Letters from listeners who have been blessed by The Bible Study Hour. 


PREACHING WITH CONVICTION 

~ [look forward to your sermons over 
the air. They can help anyone who 
wants to be helped, for you talk right 
at us, fast and true and plain. I get 
tired of sing-song monotonous, holier- 
than-thou preaching that sounds as if 
it were read out of a book 10,000 
other preachers had preached before. 
I love individuality in all people in 
every walk of life, but I think every 
minister of the Gospel should have his 
very own sincere way of telling the 
Gospel story with conviction. 
Philadelphia, Pa. (Mrs.) R. A. R. 


MAKE IT KNOWN TO OTHERS 

We listen with joy and profit to 
your program on Sunday afternoon. 
The Bible studies on Romans have 
been very good, and we are experi- 
encing the truth you stated on Sun- 
day, that God-given gifts are for the 
edifying of the Body. 

The program comes in clear and 
plain, and we are trying to make it 
known to others, so that they too can 
benefit from the exposition of the 
Holy Scripture. It sounds like old 
times in Philadelphia to hear your 
voice in faithfulness to the Holy 
Scripture. 

Suffer the word of appreciation, it 
is not flattery. May the Lord continue 
to keep you and enable you to teach 
these plain truths of His Word. 


Hollywood, Fla. 


STOP EVERYTHING 

We stop everything in our home 
and listen for that half hour, and we 
learn so much, that it whets our appe- 
tite to know more about spiritual 
things. We have put in much time 
reading the booklets and have gotten 
so much out of them. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE SIMPLE GOSPEL 
Sunday I called these broadcasts to 
the attention of some friends and lent 
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them some of your booklets to read, 
for I know they love the rightly di- 
vided Word of God. There is such a 
hunger for an understanding of God’s 
Word, and so few are able to hear the 
Scriptures made plain in a simple 
way. 
Shelby, Ohio (Mrs.) J. H. B. 
GOD’S VIEW OF SIN 

It would be stretching a point to tell 
you that I have enjoyed your recent 
broadcasts on the first chapter of 
Romans but I do want to say they 
have done me good. Seeing sin in 
something of the light in which God 
sees it has made me more grateful for 
what the Lord Jesus Christ has done 
for me than I have ever been before. 


Richmond, Va. (Mrs.) M. W. M. 


PREPARING FOR THE 
SAME MINISTRY 

I thank God for the forthrightness 
of your stand concerning the United 
Nations and other efforts of the world 
to save itself without faith in the 
Christ. You honor your audience with 
the high intellectual plane of your 
ministry which speaks to the active 
and not to the merely passive listener. 
You and others of God’s servants are 
in the prayers of God’s saints on earth 
today. 

In preparation for the ministry at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, and 
especially after, I pray that God will 
give me the Holy Spirit to preach the 
same Gospel that you are preaching 
and that Paul preached and that our 
Lord preached. I rest in His glorious 
promises, which are surely coming 
to pass. 
Princeton, N. J. 


AN AID TO TEACHING 

I teach a Bible Class in a small 
country Baptist church located at 
Natural Bridge and find that listening 
to your explanation of various sub- 
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jects has been a great help to me. I 
am a Bible-believing Christian and 
love the Book in its purity. I have 
learned from listening to you, that 
your faith is absolutely sound and 
hope the time is near when we can 
have such teaching more widely dis- 
tributed through a greater number of 
stations. ED.C. 


Natural Bridge, Va. 


FOR DAILY CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Going back to the years when you 
were first on the air, I would like to 
say it was your ministry of the Word 
that gave me a great desire to under- 
stand the Bible better, for although I 
had read it from childhood and had 
been a church member since the age 
of fourteen, the Book of books had 
little meaning. Now I can truly say 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path.” 

As I listen to your exposition of the 
book of Romans, I find so much that 
is helpful in its application to daily 
Christian living and yet which also 
brings the realization that we fall far 
short of the Scriptural standard as 
given by Paul under the Holy Spirit’s 
inspiration. 

It means more to me than I can ex- 
press in a letter to have this teaching. 


Shrub Oak, N. Y. (Mrs.) J. W. B. 


SPIRITUAL HELP 

It is wonderful to realize the vast 
amount of spiritual help that is going 
out from week to week, reaching 
thousands of individuals who are just 
starving for this guidance and who 
could never have the benefit of it but 
for the radio. Let us hope and pray 
these Sunday evening visits in our 
homes may continue for a long, long 
time to come, for the more one learns 
about the Bible and God’s plans for 
His children, the less one cares for 
worldly things. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. (Miss) L. P. P. 
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OF A VARIED MINISTRY 


At Tenth Presbyterian Church 
which is celebrating the Editor's 
twenty-fifth anniversary as its 
Pastor. 


BIBLICAL TEACHINGS OLD FRIENDS 

It has always been a cause for 
gratitude to God that Dr. Barn- 
house was—humanly speaking—my 
spiritual guide while I was in high 
school and college. His kind of 
Biblical exposition made me feel 
the absolute pre-eminence of Jesus 
Christ in every part of human life 
and knowledge. His ministry Im- 
parted a confidence in the Bible as 
the utterly reliable Word of God, 
and a deep desire to know the Book. 

My decision to enter the ministry, 
although of long and faltering 
growth, came to fruition under the 
guidance of Dr. Barnhouse. When 
I entered Princeton Seminary and 
began to study Reformed Theology, 
I was amazed at how much of it 
I had learned in my home church. 
The Biblical teachings on revelation 
and inspiration, sin, the nature of 
man, the Trinity, the nature of 
Christ, regeneration, sanctification, 
the work of the Holy Spirit, and the 
Second Coming, were all old friends. 

When, as a pastor, I read a por- 
tion of Scripture or give an exposi- 
tion, the meaning—frequently com- 
plete with illustrations—rings in my 
mind with the clarity of the voice 
which first explained it to me. 

If a preacher can impart true 
knowledge, all the other things he 
desires to cultivate in-his flock— 
righteousness, peace, power, love, 
joy, hope—will, by the Holy Spirit, 
spring from it. This, it seems to me, 
is the basic assumption and source 
of helpfulness in Dr. Barnhouse’s 
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unique ministry. May the power of 
God continue to rest upon it. 


JOHN W. OERTER 
astor, Presbyterian Church 
Slippery Rock, Pa. 


THE WORD FAITHFULLY EXPOUNDED 

I first heard Dr. Barnhouse, along 
with my parents, in the Tower 
Theater at Upper Darby, Pa., where 
he held Sunday evening services for 
some time more than twenty years 
ago. There for the first time I heard 
the blessed story of salvation through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I had always 
attended Sunday school and church 
but had never before heard the way 
of salvation explained in such a 
clear and concise manner. I gave my 
heart to Christ and thus experienced 
the glorious transformation from 
death to life. How thankful I am 
today that I had Christ in my heart 
throughout my high school days! 
He alone can keep a young person 
from the many temptations in the 
early days of preparation. 

After graduating from high school 
I was not sure what the Lord had 
for me to do for Him. However, 
after much prayer and seeking of 
His will, I realized that He was 
ealling me to full-time service. 
Again I am thankful for the wise 
spiritual guidance I received from 
my pastor. He advised me to stay 
out of the ministry if I could feel 
certain that I would be happy in 
any other field of endeavor. How 
well I understand the wisdom of 
those words today! I saw that it 
would be impossible for me to ever 
be happy in secular work and went 
away to college to prepare myself 
for the Gospel ministry of Jesus 
Christ. 


Keep us narrowed to Christ 


Now that I am in the ministry, I 
rejoice exceedingly that it was my 
great privilege to hear the Word of 
God expounded faithfully through 
the years. It has enabled me to give 
out the Gospel with much assurance 
due to the wonderful background 
I received at Tenth Presbyterian 
Church under this man of God. 


CHARLES E. OLEWINE 
Pastor, St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
Devon, Penna. 


THE CLEAR TEACHING OF THE WORD 
There is one thing that stands out 
in my mind as I think of Dr. Barn- 
house’s ministry as it affected my 
own life. I was just out of college 
spending one year in a seminary in 
Philadelphia before I went to the 
South to complete my seminary 
training and I used to attend the 
prayer meetings on Wednesday eve- 
nings at Dr. Barnhouse’s church. 
Not only was I impressed and 
helped by his thoroughness of ex- 
position, but by the interest he took 
in the students who had problems. 
He had a large church and there 
were many duties in connection with 
it and yet time after time after the 
Wednesday evening program he 
would stay for an hour or two dis- 
cussing with us some of the doc- 
trinal points with regard to the 
interpretation of the Scriptures. It 
was he who gave me the real insight 
into the meaning and the best way 
to interpret the book of Matthew. 
But most of all, I feel his knowl- 
edge of and instruction in the truth 
of eternal security helped me. I 
know of no doctrine that gives one 
rest in the Lord more than to know 
that one is eternally safe in Christ. 
It was Dr. Barnhouse who for the 
first time showed me the implica- 
tions of refusing to believe this and 
the clear positive teaching of the 
Word of God regarding the believ- 
er’s position in the Lord Jesus. I 
shall never cease to thank God for 
his influence in my life as a young 
student and I do feel my effective- 
ness in Christian work has been 
greatly enhanced by the solid teach- 
ing I received personally from him 
during those days. 
HOWARD Z. CLEVELAND 
Pastor 


First Congregational Church of Black Rock 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
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WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR 

When I was in Junior High 
School, my family attended a church 
where the Sunday school was weak. 
A neighbor suggested that we go to 
Tenth Presbyterian Church where 
they studied the Bible. This was the 
beginning of a happy relationship 
which existed throughout high school 
and university. It was during this 
relationship that my personal con- 
vietions were clarified and my de- 
sire to serve the Lord in the ministry 
was made definite. 

Sunday was often an exciting day 
because we would be taken by our 
pastor into the strange, wonderful 
land of the Word of God. Our guide 
knew the land well for he walked 
there daily. With clarity and force- 
fulness he would teach what he saw. 
His flair for illustration. would en- 
liven many a passage, and some of 
the illustrations are still remem- 
bered and used. Dr. Barnhouse’s 
ministry was and is a ministry of 
the Word, and he never knowingly 
departed from that Word. With 
vigor of intellect and incisiveness 
of speech he proclaimed the Word. 
All who heard felt the weight of 
the Word which is our rule for faith 
and practice. 

Beside the authority of the Word 
so strongly felt, there was the con- 
stant emphasis on the decisiveness 
of Christ. We were taught that we 
could not straddle Christ. Either 
we were saved or lost, redeemed or 
unredeemed, Christ’s or not Christ’s. 
There was no third category for 
lovely people uncommitted. This 
either/or ran through all the preach- 
ing with its vast variety and power. 
As I look back over this ministry, 
I realize that I unconsciously ab- 
sorbed the great central themes of 
the Word. Man’s total inability to 
save himself, God’s redeeming grace 
in Christ our Lord, the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in each believer, and 
the Blessed Hope of Christ’s return 
were great regulative principles that 
never dropped out of sight although 
they were presented with much va- 
riety and interest. 

I am glad that in my formative 
years it was God’s pleasure to place 
me under teaching so clear and 
stimulating. I am grateful for a man 
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who without fear or favor spoke 
what he felt God wanted him to 
speak. Dr. Barnhouse can honestly 
say what Micaiah of old said, ‘‘As 
the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak.’’ 


ROBERT M. OERTER, JR. 
Pastor, Sixth Presbyterian Church 
Washington, D. C. 


On the Radio 


Since 1927 the Editor’s voice has 
been familiar to the radio 
audience and much blessing 
has resulted. 


NOT ASHAMED 

The well-known verse, ‘‘For I am 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth, 
to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek’’ is very close to me. I was 
reared in a Christian home where 
for 15 years I heard the Gospel pre- 
sented and unfolded in love. Then 
turning to my own way I left that 
home to associate with those who by 
their habits made me ashamed of the 
Gospel and its virtues. After years 
spent in vanity and pride I returned 
to find those who loved me white- 
haired and old, ashamed of me as 
I boasted with exaggeration of the 
things I had done. 

Realizing how wrong I was I still 
went my own way. Then one night 
T heard a familiar voice on the radio 
in a corner of a room in a large 
downtown hotel, where my ‘‘boss’’ 
attended a party. It was the voice 
of Dr. Barnhouse, telling men that 
they are sinners and that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour. This voice I 
had heard many times on the radio 
at home and shrugged its message 
off. Behind Dr. Barnhouse’s voice 
was the voice of the Holy. Spirit 
telling me to listen, listen—This is 
true, this is true! As the broadcast 
came to an end, Dr. Barnhouse in 
the closing seconds said, ‘‘If you are 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia to- 
night, come to church, 17th and 
Spruce Streets.’’ 

I left the hotel taking the ‘‘boss’’ 
home, and having the rest of the 
night off was a problem. Where to 
go—a big city can be awfully lonely 
when inside one is tossed like the 


raging sea. ‘‘Come to chureh’’ kept 
ringing in my head, so to chureh I 
went. As Dr. Barnhouse preached 
the Word and the Holy Spirit 
united with it in my heart I passed 
from death unto life. An interview 
with Dr. Barnhouse set me on the 
way to associate with those who 
knew the Lord and who loved the 
brethren. 

Among those was Mrs. Barnhouse, 
from whom I learned much about 
the Word of God by attending her 
class in Sunday school. Precious in 
my memory are the Sunday nights 
after church when Dr. Barnhouse 
would have the young people over 
to the manse at the rear of the 
church. Dr. Barnhouse would ask 
us about our life through the week 
and answer the problems that con- 
fronted us as young people, while 
Mrs. Barnhouse would serve re- 
freshments. 

I thank the Lord for having let 
me sit for the next fifteen years 
under such a vessel of God as Dr. 
Barnhouse. I praise the Lord for 
ministers of the Gospel like Dr. 
Barnhouse who are willing, in face 
of all the pressures of life, to sur- 
render to the Word of God and 
preach the Gospel in season and out 
of season, and in much assurance 
and faithfully through the years. 
Surrendering to the Gospel of 
Christ has given me a growing ap- 
preciation of the practical reality 
of life. I am no longer ashamed of 
the Gospel which I know is the 
power of God unto salvation. 


RALPH A. LINGLE 


Ralph A. Lingle is a Sergeant of Police 
in Philadelphia and holder of The In- 
quirer Hero Award Medal for bravery. 
He was honorably discharged from the 
U. S. Marine Corps with the rank of 
lieutenant. 


JESUS AS LORD AND SAVIOUR 

I was raised in a Christian family, 
taken to a Lutheran Sunday School, 
and at the proper age was sent to 
catechism class. However, whether 
it was my fault or the teacher’s, I 
failed to get anything out of it but 
the Commandments, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and rules of the church. 

When radio came, I purchased 
one (with ear phones). One Sunday 
afternoon I heard Dr. Barnhouse; 
I knew he was preaching something 
I did not understand. I tried to miss 
none of his broadeasts. It was then 
that I learned about the new birth. 
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I now claim Jesus as my Lord and 
Saviour and through Jesus I claim 
God as my Father. What a wonder- 
ful Father He has been since I have 
allowed Him to be so. 


Cc. H. LEAVENGOOD 
Coshocton, Ohio 


At the University 


During the first years of his 
ministry in Philadelphia, Dr. 
Barnhouse also taught history 
at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 


A SOPHOMORE’S DOUBTS DISPELLED 

It was when I was a sophomore 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
that I noticed a poster on the bul- 
letin board to the effect that there 
would be a Bible class held by 
Donald G. Barnhouse at the noon 
hour each Friday. As soon as I saw 
it I determined to go for I had many 
questions about the Bible. In many 
of our classes our teachers went out 
of their way to ridicule and scoff 
at it. 

From the first week, Mr. Barn- 
house opened the Scriptures in such 
a way that we knew the Bible was 
God’s Holy Word. Being a teacher 
at the University himself, meeting 
hundreds of students daily in his 
classes, he seemed to know the ques- 
tions we had in our minds, and he 
also knew what the professors were 
telling us against the Bible. I can- 
not begin to tell how happy I was 
to get clear straight answers to 
spiritual problems and to know 
beyond any shadow of a doubt that 
the Bible is really God’s Word. No 
more did I have intellectual doubts. 

Elisabeth Haven, a classmate of 
mine (who later became Mr. Barn- 
house’s secretary and Associate Edi- 
tor of Revelation, and is now a mis- 
sionary in Mexico), and I went to 
every class. She was already a 
Christian .and we became close 
friends. Just before our senior year 
a tragedy came into my life and my 
first impulse was to call Elisabeth 
and talk with her. Until that time 
my mind was settled concerning the 
authenticity of the Scriptures but 
my ‘‘heart was not fixed.’’ Elisa- 
beth invited me to go with her to 
hear many outstanding Bible teach- 
ers whenever they came to Phila- 
delphia and I soon started going 
with her regularly to the Sunday 
evening Young People’s Meeting at 
the Tenth Presbyterian Church of 
which Mr. Barnhouse had recently 
become pastor. 
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There I met many fine Christian 
young people and became a Chris- 
tian myself. Along with my new 
friends I went to hear Mr. Barn- 
house any place he was speaking in 
the city so that during my senior 
year at the university and the next 
two years when I was teaching 
school I got a liberal education in 
the Bible. I always took a notebook 
and pencil and sat on the front row 
taking copious notes. I also took 
classes at both the Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania and the Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible and later I 
took a two year course at the Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago (where 
Mr. Keiper and I were fellow 
students in Greek). 

In 1933 I went to the Philippine 
Islands as a missionary under the 
Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism. There I taught in the 
Doane Evangelistic Institute in 
Iloilo and later in the Manila Evan- 
gelistic Institute in Manila. I had 
the opporunity to use all the notes 
I had taken in meetings and in 
schools and I can honestly say that 
of all my teachers Donald G. Barn- 
house was used most of God to give 
me sound doctrine from the very 
beginning of my interest in spir- 
itual things. He presented the foun- 
dation truths in such a way that 
they became part of me and I have 
used his diagrams and illustrations 
and methods over and over in my 
own teaching. Incidentally it was 
good they became part of me be- 
eause I lost all my notes during the 
Japanese occupation of the Philip- 
pines and found myself in a con- 
centration camp with only my Bible. 

Not only did his teaching fill our 
minds but I ean recall countless 
times when the Holy Spirit used 
his messages to lead us to a higher, 
closer walk with Christ, and into 
fuller and deeper surrender to Him. 
The same is true today because he 
preaches the Word and exalts 
Christ. 

ESTHER YERGER HAMILTON 


A GRADUATE STUDENT REACHED 

‘*Saved?’’ ‘‘No. I am not saved.’’ 
Such a question to ask me, a uni- 
versity graduate. I looked with dis- 
dain on my questioner. Surely, no 
educated person believed the Bible. 

‘“Why aren’t you saved?’’ she 
continued to ask. 

**T don’t believe in the deity of 
Christ,’’ I quickly replied. When 
she asked me if I believed the Bible 
I said ‘‘Yes’’ to get rid of her but 
then she began reading me many 


Keep us from luke-warmness 


verses which made me very uncom- 
fortable. 

Finally, Dr. Barnhouse came . 
along. She turned.to him and said, 
‘‘Here is a girl who does not be- . 
lieve in the deity of Christ.’’ 

“*Oh, she will some day,’’ he an- 
swered, smiled, and went on. 

I was relieved that he did not 
begin to work on me, too. But when 
I left that evening, he spoke to me 
at the door and asked me to come 
to see him. I eagerly made an ap- 
pointment because I wanted to 
know how an intelligent man like 
him could believe the Bible. 

When I reached my apartment, 
I wrote out fourteen reasons why 
I did not believe the Bible and then 
I knelt down and prayed, ‘‘Lord, 
if Thou art a personal God and in- 
terested in me and if Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, show it to me 
and I will give Thee my heart. 
Amen.’’ And the Lord did! Through 
reading John’s Gospel I saw that it 
is truly His Word. 

When the time came for my ap- 
pointment, the Lord had prepared 
my heart. Dr. Barnhouse explained 
the Lord’s work on the cross for me. 
He gave me R. A. Torrey’s book, 
The Bible and Its Christ, an excel- 
lent book for proving the resurree- 
tion, and also that old, well-known 
tract, ‘‘Safety, Certainty, and En- 
joyment,’’ which was a great help 
to me. 

The Lord has given me the privi- 
lege of serving Him for nearly 
twenty years in the Philippines 
under the Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism. Dr. Barnhouse’s 
teaching methods and illustrations 
have been of great value to me in 
my teaching in the Manila Evan- 
gelistic Institute and also in Doane 
Evangelistic Institute in Iloilo. I 
am, indeed, grateful to the Lord 
for all that Dr. Barnhouse’s preach- 
ing and teaching have meant to me. 


RUTH A. WOODWORTH 


Through the Written Word 


Dr. Barnhouse’s editorial work 
has extended from 1931 to the 
present issue of Eternity and he 
has also had time to publish 
several books (see page 34). 


ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

Eighteen years ago on returning 
to my home in British Columbia I 
found, among a number of unopened 
magazines, Revelation, which had 
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ini the Seah of Genesis 





DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


October 1 
TOOK THE STONE . . . FOR A PILLAR (28:18) 
In those days the Lord did not dwell 
within the hearts of men—that was to 
come after the resurrection of the Saviour. 
But the Lord did come down to meet men, 
and it was good that men should mark 
these meetings and remember them. The 
life of the Christian is the spiritual balance 
between remembering all the things that 
the Lord has done for us, and living in 
the light of His grace, while, on the other 
hand, forgetting the things that are behind 
and reaching forth to the things that are 
before us. What Jacob did was surely ac- 
ceptable to the Lord because twenty years 
later God reminded Jacob of what he had 
done, saying, “I am the God of Bethel, 
where thou anointedst the pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a vow unto Me” 
(Gen. 31:13). Mark your road with stones 
of memory that show forth the bounty and 
grace of the Lord. 
LORD, GIVE US GRATEFUL HEARTS. 


October 2 

POURED OIL UPON THE TOP OF IT (28:18) 

There is no record that God commanded 
Jacob to do this, but there is a later record 
in the law of Moses that this was the pro- 
cedure to be followed in a service of con- 
secration. Oil was the symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, and oil was to be poured on things 
and persons. “This is the law of the sacri- 
fice of peace-offerings, which he shall offer 
unto the Lord. If he offer it for a thanks- 
giving, then he shall offer . . . unleavened 
cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened 
wafers anointed with oil, and cakes 
mingled with oil . . .” (Lev. 7:11, 12). 
We do not believe that this anointing of 
places is to be followed today, for the 
Lord is ever weaning us away from the 
thought of things in order to draw our 
hearts out to the Spirit Himself. But as 
Jacob poured oil upon a stone, so the Holy 
Spirit must be poured upon all that we 
are and all that we have, and all that 
we do. 
LORD, ANOINT US WITH THY SPIRIT. 


October 3 

HE CALLED THE NAME OF THAT PLACE 
BETHEL (28:19) 

Beth is “house” and El is “God.” Bethel, 

“the house of God.” Jacob recognized that 

the Lord had indeed met with Him, and 
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this fugitive from wrath knew that the 
Lord of all grace was dealing with him. 
It was a first faltering step, but he would 
learn more and more. The time would 
come when he would return and change 
the name of the place to El-Beth-el, “the 
God of the house of God,” but already he 
was learning the first little lesson, which 
the Lord would use as a foundation to 
teach him yet more. All the sacredness 
which Jacob attached to a place, we must 
learn to attach to our bodies, for they are 
the house of God in this age, and are the 
temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). 
This is why they must be presented as a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God 
as a spiritual service (Rom. 12:1, 2). 

LORD, MAKE US CONSCIOUS OF OUR BODY'S 


HOLINESS. 
October 4 


AND JACOB VOWED A VOW (28:20) 

This is the first recorded vow in the 
Bible, and there is no thought that God 
led Jacob to make it. It was a matter 
which took its birth in Jacob’s own carnal 
mind, and there is nothing spiritual in it, 
as may be seen by a study of its parts. 
There are no vows in the New Testament 
except Paul’s horrible performance in the 
Jewish Temple, where he was going to 
have the priests offer a blood sacrifice for 
his sins years after Christ had died (Acts 
18:18; 21:23). A vow is a solemn promise 
made to God whereby the promiser en- 
gages himself to perform some act, or 
make some gift, or to achieve something, 
or act in a certain way. Grace has taught 
us that vows should never be made by us, 
since we do not have the power to perform 
them, and the nature of life under grace 
makes them barriers to true spiritual 
growth. 

LORD, GIVE US ALL IN GRACE. 


October 5 
iF...AND...AND...AND.. . (28:20) 
How condescending a human being can 
be with God! Instead of saying “Because 
God has done so much for me, I will strive 
to do something for Him,” the natural 
heart seeks a bargain, and is willing to 
grant a few favors to God providing the 
Lord will do much for him. There is no 
sense of being undeserving, no thought 
that just desserts would bring no more than 
wrath. Any time a man tries to bargain 
with God there is sure evidence that he 


Teach us that any sin is sin 


has failed to understand the nature of his 
creaturehood and what is involved in the 
relationship between creature and Creator. 
We simply may not tell God that if we 
are blessed by Him we will reciprocate by 
conferring a favor upon Him—the favor 
of acknowledging Him as our God. Such 
an idea is monstrous self-exaltation. 
LORD, THOU ART OUR GOD UNCONDI- 
TIONALLY. 


October 6 
We te co Bic ctcs +s CI 
Though God’s name is first in this 
extraordinary, selfish vow, nevertheless it 
is Jacob who is first in the thought, Fur- 
thermore, it must be realized that all of 
the things suggested by Jacob had been 
promised to Him by God and should have 
been accepted in faith, without any thought 
of rewarding God by deigning to accept 
Him. The things mentioned by Jacob were 
lawful and right: the presence of God, 
the protection of God, food and clothing 
and return to the promised land. How 
much better it would have been if Jacob 
had said, “Because Thou hast promised to 
be with me and to keep me and to provide 
for all my need, and to bring me back to 
the land which Thou hast sworn to my 
fathers and to me; therefore I will be 
wholly Thine.” But the flesh always wants 
to magnify itself. Jacob received all his 
desires, not because of his vow but be- 
cause of the sovereign grace of God. 
LORD, COVER US WITH THY GRACE. 


October 7 
THE LORD SHALL BE MY GOD (28:21) 

We do not bargain with God, but our 
hearts must cry out in this same allegiance. 
We will rather use Isaiah’s words, “O 
Lord our God, other lords beside Thee 
have had dominion over us; but by Thee 
only will we make mention of Thy name” 
(Isa. 26:13). We must acknowledge the 
Lord to be our only, our rightful, Sover- 
eign, whom we are to love and serve with 
all our heart, and all our mind, and oll our 
soul, and all our strength. Nor is it 
sufficient to submit to Him merely as a 
Being whom we are unable to oppose: 
we must claim Him with holy triumph as 
our God and portion, saying with David, 
“O God, Thou art my God; early will I 
seek Thee” (Psa. 63:1). What joy it is 
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in the midst of a world which refuses God, 
and which crucified His only Son, that we 
are permitted to acknowledge Him before 
men, angels, and demons. 

LORD, THOU ALONE ART OUR GOD. 


October 8 
| WILL SURELY GIVE THE TENTH UNTO THEE 
(28:22) 

While Abraham had given a tithe to 
Melchizedek, he was fulfilling a duty and 
not making a gift. Though the law of the 
tithe had not yet been established (Lev. 
27 :30), Jacob had a spiritual understand- 
ing of the principle. There are thirty-four 
different laws given at the time of Moses 
which were being kept in the times cov- 
ered by the book of Genesis, showing that 
the divine principles had been set forth in 
some manner to the Lord’s people before 
they were bound upon them as obligations. 
What Jacob was doing was optional until 
he bound himself by his vow. From the 
time of Moses to the time of Christ the 
tithe was a legal duty under the covenant 
of the law. Since the time of Christ God’s 
people are certainly freed from the legal 
obligation of the tithe, but are brought 
under grace to the relationship in which 
all that we have and are belong to the 
Lord and it is doubtful if the truly yielded 
soul will ever get off with ten percent. 
LORD, BE THOU LORD OF TEN TITHES. 


October 9 
JACOB LIFTED UP HIS FEET (29:1) 

Our translators have rendered it, “Jacob 
went on his journey,” but the Hebrew is, 
“Jacob lifted up his feet.” There is 
joy in the phrase. It may not be far re- 
moved from our phrase which speaks of 
a man kicking up his heels. He had come 
to Bethel with a burden heavier than 
stone. He was leaving Bethel with light- 
footedness, because his burden was gone. 
There is reality in the chorus which sings, 
“Rolled away! Rolled away! Every bur- 
den of my heart rolled away!” Here is 
the experience of every believer who 
comes to the cross of Christ and finds 
redemption. Jacob had come to Bethel a 
fugitive from the justice which he had so 
richly earned by his trickery. He leaves 
with hope in his heart and joy in his soul. 
This is what David calls “the joy of sal- 
vation” (Psa. 51:12). 

LORD, KEEP OUR JOY FRESH. 


October 10 

THEN JACOB WENT ON HIS JOURNEY (29:1) 
And he was in a very different frame of 
mind. There was no more looking over his 
shoulder to see if Esau was pursuing him. 
He had had his first lesson in the sover- 
eign grace of God and would remember 
this night till his death, and would tell his 
sons about it while on his deathbed (Gen. 
48:3). Jacob had knowledge of three 
things that he had not known before. He 
knew his own heart as he had not been 
willing to know it; he knew his own 
helplessness as he would never have been 
willing to confess it; and he knew God 
as he could never have known him before 
the divine revelation. Those are the three 
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things that we need to know if we are to 
walk before the Lord, well-pleasing unto 
Him. These are the parts of the education 
of anyone who comes into the hand of 
God’s grace. 

LORD, TEACH US TO KNOW OURSELVES AND 
THEE. 


October 11 
THE LAND OF THE PEOPLE OF THE EAST (29:1) 
He was entering a spiritual wilderness 
but the Lord was going to keep him, and 
he would tell his children about this, and 
they would tell their children. We know 
this because years later, Moses sang a 
song about it: “Jacob is the lot of His 
inheritance. He found him in a desert 
land, and in the waste howling wilderness; 
He led him about; He instructed him; 
He kept him as the apple of His eye. As 
an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth 
over her young, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them on her 
wings; so the Lord alone did lead him, 
and there was no strange god with him. 
He made him ride on the high places of 
the earth” (Deut. 32:9-13). It is always 
so when we walk with the Lord. It is 
impossible to be guided by Him and not 
to be in the place of satisfaction. 
LORD, GIVE US THY PRESENCE AND ITS JOYS. 


October 12 
BEHOLD A WELL IN THE FIELD (29:2) 

Water is the most important thing in 
the wilderness; without it there is nothing 
but death. The field is the world and the 
water is the Word of God, and you must 
behold the Word of God flowing in your 
wilderness if there is to be the freshness 
of the life of the Spirit. Some people do 
not go to the Word for themselves; they 
have builded cisterns from which they 
take the drainage water from their 
preachers and teachers. This may sustain 
life in a sterile sort of way, but the 
reality can never belong to a child of God 
till he goes beyond any man to behold 
for himself the well in the field. And even 
though there is a well, there can be no 
enjoying its freshness if there is any great 
stone of unconfessed sin that is over the 
well’s mouth. 

LORD, KEEP THE WELL OPEN AND FLOWING. 


October 13 
WATER YE THE SHEEP (29:7) 

The scheming nature of Jacob is seen 
in many little details of his life. The art- 
ful suggestion that he makes to the men 
who are waiting at the well seems designed, 
almost certainly, to get them out of the 
way so that he might be alone with Rachel. 
There is such a thing as “love at first 
sight,” and it came to Jacob. There are 
many evidences that he never loved any 
other woman, even though he had children 
by three others. He had received faith 
and hope at Bethel, and now, 450 weary 
miles later, the Lord leads him to the 
greatest earthly blessing that a man can 
receive—the love of a good woman. He 
will talk about her on his deathbed, long 
after he has laid her to rest. He never 
had heart for any other woman. 

LORD, BLESS US IN OUR HOMES. 


Give us a terror of the flesh 


October 14 
RACHEL CAME (29:9) 

The women of the Bible were not lazy. 
We find them doing hard work, and being ' 
very joyful in the midst of it. Rebekah 
had been willing-to draw water for all - 
of the camels of the caravan of Abraham’s 
servant. She had thereby been chosen as 
the husband for Isaac. Now her niece 
is found to be in the succession. She is 
keeping her father’s sheep, and is thus in 
the place where she shall be chosen as 
the mother of the line of God’s people. 
What a difference it would make in our 
homes and our nation if girls were 
brought up today to realize that they can 
best please the Lord by being willing to 
work hard at the tasks of the home. The 
flaunting, flamboyant female can never 
please God, who desires the inward life 
of holiness, that ornament which is not 
corruptible, even a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price 
(1 Pet. 3:4). 

LORD, GIVE US HOLY WOMEN. 


October 15 
SHOULDST THOU SERVE FOR NAUGHT? (29:15) 
The Bible covers all subjects, and the 
labor question is treated throughout God’s 
whole revelation. “The laborer is worthy 
of his hire” (Lk. 10:7); and wherever 
there is exploitation, the cry of the laborer 
enters into the ears of the Lord of Hosts 
(Jas. 5:4). The Bible is the original text 
book on social justice, and wherever it is 
followed there is righteousness in the re- 
lationships between the employer and the 
employee. Both Laban and Jacob recog- 
nized the justice of proper wages and of 
proper service rendered in exchange for 
the wages. It was not a one-sided affair 
in either direction. There was to be value 
received in both directions. There was no 
thought on the part of Laban that he 
could exploit Jacob for profit, and there 
was no thought on the part of Jacob that 
he could get something for nothing. 
LORD, MAKE US HONEST IN ALL OUR 
DEALINGS. 


October 16 
JACOB SERVED SEVEN YEARS FOR RACHEL 
(29:20) - 

Here is the difference between love that 
has been to Bethel and love that has not 
been anywhere. Jacob had looked upon 
this girl and he never had eyes for anyone 
else. She was probably very young when 
he first saw her, and the seven years al- 
lowed for her growth to maturity. But 
Jacob was willing to wait because his 
heart was fixed upon her. Marriage in the 
Lord is one of the most wonderful things 
upon this earth, and Jacob’s marriage had 
been planned by God. True marriages are 
made in Heaven, and the reason that the 
world says that many of them are waylaid 
before reaching the earth is that there are 
too few people who are willing to wait 
the seven years, if necessary, and know 
them to be as but a few days, because of 
the depth and reality of true love. 

LORD, GIVE US TRUE PATIENCE. 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Jesus Demands Sincerity 


LESSON TEXT: 
MATTHEW 6:1-8, 16-18, 22-24 

Golden Text: “Where your treasure is, 

there will your heart be also” (Mt. 6:21). 

Artificiality of any sort is offen- 
sive, and in the realm of faith it is 
both that and dangerous too. It 
was against hypocrisy that our Lord 
pronounced some of His most sting- 
ing rebukes; anything that savored 
of spiritual make-believe provoked 
His deep indignation. 

Jesus longed for reality, espe- 
cially in the relationship of men 
toward Himself. The hypocrite in- 
sults God by offering Him what is 
merely an imitation of the real 
thing, but he does not deceive God. 
He may succeed in misleading other 
men for a time, but usually the 
hypocrite’s true character is re- 
vealed ultimately even to his fel- 
lows. Does he even succeed in de- 
ceiving himself? If he does, then he 
is life’s greatest tragedy, for in 
choosing the imitation instead of 
the real he misses the blessing of a 
true Godward faith. 

This lesson should challenge us to 
examine our own hearts that we may 
lay hold upon Christ by faith and 
exhibit to the world a life which 
has no sham about it, but which 
rings true to our profession. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Our chapter begins with a con- 
trast between acts of mercy which 
spring from wrong motives, and the 
Christian method of showing solici- 
tude toward others. Almsgiving was 
elevated almost to a religious rite by 
the Jews of Christ’s day. Those who 
wanted to gain a reputation for 
piety displayed their philanthropies 
for all to see. Whether the reference 
in verse 2 to trumpets describes an 
actual practice we cannot be sure, 
although trumpets were blown at 
religious feasts and it is possible 
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that they were used when the fre- 
quent collections for the poor were 
made. We may see a parallel, how- 
ever, between this New Testament 
phrase and our own expression, 
‘*blowing your own horn’’; this, at 
any rate, is the meaning. When 
Jesus said of the ostentatious givers, 
‘“‘They have their reward,’’ He 
meant that they obtained what they 
desired, the praise of men. But how 
much they missed! 

The Christian way of giving is 
the unassuming way, so that even a 
man’s best friends do not know 
what he is doing. The Christian 
gives to show his love and sympathy 
and because he recognizes his debt 
to God and man. The rendering of 
the R.S.V. for verse 4 may be 
preferable: ‘‘ Your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you.’’ There 
are deep, spiritual compensations 
for the sincere giver, as well as a 
future ‘‘ Well done.’’ 

In verse 5 our Lord proceeded to 
a similar lesson on prayer. There 
were three appointed hours of 
prayer during the Jewish day, when 
all would cease from their tasks, 
turn toward Jerusalem, and offer 
their prayers. The professional re- 
ligionists contrived to be at points 
of public assembly when these 
periods came round, so that their 
fervent worship might be admired 
of men. 


The Place of Prayer 

This unreality incurred the re- 
buke of the Master, who proceeded 
to speak of the way of prayer which 
was acceptable with God. The true 
worshiper will shut out the dis- 
tractions of the world, even as he 
shuts himself in with his Father; 
and in the secret place will make 
his petitions known. This, of course, 
was not a disapproval of public 
worship, but an emphasis upon the 
importance of private devotions in- 
spired by a spirit of genuine love 
and reverence for God. 

Jewish prayers tended to become 
long and oratorical. This our Lord 


rebuked as patterned upon the 


heathen, who ‘‘heap up empty 
phrases.’’ The multiplication of 
words does not obtain the attention 
of the Lord, but, again, sincerity is 
the requirement. Jesus proceeded to 
that model prayer in which, with 
amazing economy of words, He cov- 
ered the whole area of effective 
thanksgiving and petitioning. 

Fasting next came under our 
Lord’s review. The Pharisees had 
greatly added to the five or six an- 
nual Jewish fasts, and as often as 
twice a week would appear in pub- 
lie with sad, unwashed faces, and 
with ashes upon their heads. This, 
again, was to command attention 
and gain a reputation for piety. 
Jesus required that fasting should 
be a private matter—the humbling 
of the individual soul before God. 
It has to be remembered that the 
disciples were criticized because 
they did not fast (9:14); in the 
verses which follow this criticism 
our Lord did not repudiate fasting 
but applied to it the test of sin- 
cerity. 

Our last three verses (22-24) 
state a principle: life can only ful- 
fill one loyalty. If our sole purpose 
is to please and glorify God, then 
our conduct will be genuine; if, 
however, we have our eye on the 
plaudits of the world, we shall be- 
come play-actors even in the deep 
things of the Spirit. Jesus declared 
against all duplicity when He said: 
**Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon.’’ 


? 


LESSON PLAN 

1. Unreality Rebuked 
a. How Pharisees behaved 
b. Present-day dangers 

2. Sincerity Rewarded 
a. The blessedness of giving 
b. The privileges of prayer 
¢. The honoring of humility 

3. Loyalty Demanded 
a. Whom do we serve? 

1. At first, we may see little in 
common between the practices of the 
Pharisees and our own behavior. 
Who, today, would enlist the serv- 
ices of a trumpeter to call attention 
to what he was giving to the Com- 
munity Chest? Do we see people— 
however pious they may be—saying 
their prayers at street corners? Or 
who is likely to appear in public 
hollow-eyed and unwashed in the 
hope of achieving the reputation of 
a religious person? 

These forms of hypocrisy may not 
threaten us; and yet there are close 
parallels we need to avoid. Any- 
thing that springs from a wrong 
motive is under condemnation by 
Christ. If we give to a foreign mis- 
sions offering merely to maintain 
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the appearance of religion, we are 
guilty. If we put up a front of piety 
with the intent to deceive others, 
we incur Christ’s solemn reproof. If 
we simply go through the motions 
in our worship exercises, though 
our hearts are far from God, we 
bring ourselves under His rebuke. 
Forms of religion which depend on 
rites and ceremonies are specially 
liable to induce make-believe of this 
sort. Not vestments, nor ornate 
services, nor fine liturgies, nor days 
of fasting meet the requirements of 
a spiritual faith. It is the attitude 
of our hearts which matters. We 
must, above all things, be sincere. 

2. The person who makes a pre- 
tense of religion has his reward in 
human praise—but nothing more. 
Genuineness, however, brings divine 
approval and recompense. This is 
true in each of the three categories 
discussed by our Lord: 

The person who gives ungrudg- 
ingly and without thought of others’ 
praise has joy in his heart. We re- 
eall the words of Jesus, quoted by 
Paul: ‘‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive’ (Acts 20:35). 

Prayer, though a private matter 
between the soul and God, pays a 
high dividend in spiritual peace and 
power. Though none may see us 
pray, they will know that we have 
prayed by the quality of our lives. 

We need not fast by denying our- 
selves food, but when, in confession 
of sin (our own or others’), or to 
implore a special boon from God, 
we spend time upon our faces before 
Him, then He will lift us up, and 
put His blessmg upon our lives. 

3. When a politician makes a 
statement calculated to place him in 
good standing with his constituents, 
we say: ‘‘He had his eye on the 
publie.’’ That was Christ’s criticism 
of so many of the religious people 
of His day: they had their eye on 
the public, rather than on God. So 
He called for an absolute loyalty— 
God or mammon, Heaven or earth, 
Christ or the world. We have to 
make our decision, remembering 
that if we claim to be servants of 
the Lord, all our actions must bear 
the mark of sincerity. 


OCTOBER 26, 1952 
Jesus’ Test of Faith 

LESSON TEXT: 

MATTHEW 7:12, 15-27 
Golden Text: “Not every one that saith 
unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall. enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of My Father which is in heaven” 
(Mt. 7:21). 


We readily recognize that the 
world is divided into two classes: 
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the obedient toward God and the 
disobedient, the saved and the un- 
saved, Christians and unbelievers. 
But today’s lesson makes plain that 
even within the circle of those who 
‘‘profess religion,’? and who use 
the Christian name, God makes a 
distinction. For, alas, insincerity is 
not the monopoly of the avowed 
enemies of Christ, like the Phari- 
sees; it is to be found among those 
who claim to be His followers, and 
yet, who, by their behavior, repu- 
diate the profession they make. 

This lesson furnishes a warning 
to us not to be deceived by a bogus 
faith in others, and at the same 
time challenges us to examine the 
foundations of our own lives. Teach- 
ers and pupils alike will benefit 
from a frank evaluation of their 
Christianity in the light of our 
Lord’s solemn words. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Men have given the name of the 
Golden Rule to Matt. 7:12. In nega- 
tive form, this great principle for 
life occurs in the teaching of many 
philosophers, both before and since 
our Lord. But Jesus had something 
better to say than: ‘‘Do not do to 
others what you yourself dislike.’’ 
That might restrain me from stomp- 
ing on a man’s foot; but it would 
never teach me to carry the load of 
a lame man. Christian discipleship 
involves a life of practical service to 
others. In actual fact, it is only the 
Christian who is qualified to recog- 
nize the highest good he can do an- 
other. He does not omit acts of 
generosity and deeds of kindness, 
but he knows that the peak of 
philanthropy is to be the spiritual 
benefactor of a soul. 

Beginning at verse 15, our Lord 
utters a warning which seems to 
anticipate conditions within His 
church. Christ’s people are referred 
to as His sheep; so that these false 
teachers succeed in passing them- 
selves off as believers. They have all 
the outward appearance of Chris- 
tians, but are guilty of a great mas- 
querade. Their hearts are not loyal 
and their intentions are not sincere. 

How are they to be identified? 
‘*By their fruits,’’ said Jesus. Not 
their high sounding words, but their 
deeds (and specially their motives) 
are to be the test of their sincerity. 
No amount of pious talk can make a 
man a Christian if his life is not 
conformed to the laws of Christian 
living. There have been periods in 
the Christian centuries when even 
the leadership of the organized 
chureh has been in the hands of men 
of immoral behavior. Even now 


there is need to watch lest those 
who hold office in our churches fail 
to match their conduct with their 
profession. Sad will be the fate of. 
those who maintain such a decep- 
tion (v.19)... 


False Teachers 


From verse 21 deeds and doctrine 
are linked as our Lord describes 
those who engage in religious ac- 
tivity, claiming the Christian name, 
but are nevertheless without His 
authorization. Some of the most 
mischievous heresies of our time suc- 
ceed in misleading the unsuspecting 
and uninformed by the lavish use 
of Scripture and the employment of 
Christ’s name. Others claim miracu- 
lous powers as evidence of their 
orthodoxy: a claim which the arch- 
deceiver who is yet to come will 
advance, succeeding thereby in de- 
ceiving the inhabitants of the earth 
(Rev. 13 :13-14). 

The foundation of a true Chris- 
tian experience and an acceptable 
ministry is given by our Lord in 
verse 24, ‘‘ Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of Mine, and doeth them.”’’ 
Conformity to the teaching of 
Christ, both in the Gospels and 
epistles, for the latter are the reve- 
lations of the Holy Spirit of whom 
Jesus said: ‘‘He shall receive of 
Mine, and shall shew it unto you’’ 
(John 16:14)—this is the test of a 
true orthodoxy. ‘‘To the law and to 
the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them’’ (Isa. 
7:20). 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Master’s Warning 
a. Enemies around 
b. Enemies within 
2. Efforts in Deception 
a. The mask of language 
b. The-glamor of sensation 
3. Tests for Reality 
a. Consistent conduct 
b. Conformity to the Word 
4. The Disaster of Unreality 
a. When storms strike 
b. When Christ disowns 

1. Our Lord found it necessary 
to warn His disciples against the 
unreality of the Pharisees, as we 
saw last week. By their emphasis 
on externals they obscured the true 
nature of faith, and hindered them- 
selves and others from obtaining 
the blessing of salvation. 

Looking ahead, Jesus also warned 
against enemies who would arise 
within His church. He spoke of His 
true followers as His sheep (John 
10); but there would be wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, the more danger- 
ous because seeking to pass them- 
selves off as His followers. 
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2. Our Lord mentioned at least 
two ways in which these deceivers 
would conceal their true identity. 
They would use the mask of lan- 
guage, addressing Him as ‘‘Lord, 
Lord.’’ It is a solemn thought that 
the use of a Christian vocabulary 
is no proof of sincerity. The great 
heresies of Christendom have all 
used ‘‘the language of Zion,’’ and 
the aggressive twentieth-century 
sects which deny the fundamentals 
of our faith often lure the unsus- 
pecting by their free use of Scrip- 
ture phrase. Many have been de- 
ceived by the literature of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses because of its strong de- 
nunciations of Roman Catholicism, 
and have failed to recognize that all 
Christian denominations and their 
ministers are included in their at- 
tack. We must not be misled by 
words, but must probe more deeply. 

The glamor of sensation would 
also be used by false prophets, 
Jesus said. They would claim to 
perform miracles in His name. The 
stock in trade of the Church of 
Rome is the wonder-working image, 
attracting millions of pilgrims to 
shrines all over the world, whereby 
priestly coffers are enriched and 
gullible souls are imposed upon. 
Not much better is the practice of 
some so-called faith healers in this 
country who trade upon supersti- 
tious and emotional people to their 
own advantage. 

3. Over against these two warn- 
ings on deceptive tactics, our Lord 
offered two tests for sincerity. The 
first is the test of behavior. A man 
who professes to be a messenger of 





Christ must be Christ-like in con- 
duct. By this test, many of the 
Roman popes are exposed as impos- 
tors; while claiming to be Christ’s 
representative on earth they lived 
indulgently and viciously. The ‘‘ fox- 
hunting parson’’ of Britain, in days 
before the Evangelical Revival, 
failed under the same test: he could 
drink and carouse with the rest, 
thus repudiating his sacred office. 
But every Christian needs to recog- 
nize the principle that the only creed 
worth anything is the creed that is 
matched by deed. 

The other test is that of conform- 
ity to the teaching of Christ and 
the Scriptures. This suggests the 
importance of knowing God’s Word, 
so as to be able to recognize devia- 
tions from it. Any system of reli- 
gious teaching which denies or 
distorts the Scriptures, rejects the 
deity of Christ, and dilutes or re- 
pudiates the New Testament doc- 
trine of the atonement, is false and 
to be shunned. 

4. The false teacher is doomed to 
eventual exposure and loss. His true 
character may be revealed through 
some experience of stress, like the 
house which fell in the storm be- 
cause it had no foundations. (May 
we not test false teaching this way: 
will it stand in the emergencies of 
life?) Many a man who has posed 
as a Christian leader, while all the 
time guilty of a double life, has been 
revealed in his true character by 
some sudden upsurge of temptation. 

Those who maintain their decep- 
tion will one day have to face the 
denouncing judgment of Christ: 
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“‘I never knew you: depart from 
Me, ye that work iniquity.’’ How 
terrible will be the punishment of 
spiritual impostors, who must at last 
pay for the havoe they have wrought 
in other lives! God keep us true to 
His Word and His Son; God make 
us skilled to detect all error; and 
God grant that those who are the 
victims of false doctrine may see the 
light and accept it! 


NOVEMBER 2, 1952 

Jesus’ Power and Human Need 
LESSON TEXT: 

MATTHEW 8:5-17 
Golden Text: “Himself took our infirmi- 
ties, and bare our sicknesses” (Mt. 8:17). 

The summarized statement of our 
Lord’s ministry in Matthew 4:23 
speaks of His as ‘‘teaching . . 
preaching . . . and healing.’’ In 
chapters five through seven we have 
recorded some of the sublimest 
things that Jesus ever said, together 
with some of the hardest. As a 
standard for Christian living, the 
Sermon on the Mount not only 
points to high ideals and glorious 
possibilities, but also exposes the 
weaknesses and frailties of human 
nature which disquglify us for ac- 
ceptable and effective service. Here 
Jesus appears both as Teacher and 
Preacher; but with the opening of 
chapter eight we have our Lord in 
the new aspect of Healer. 

So we are reminded and chal- 
lenged by the fact that the best of 
principles are valueless until they 
are put into practice. Even the ex- 
alted spiritual teaching of the Gos- 
pels must have fulfillment in daily 
life before it becomes the Word of 
God to us and in us; that is, we must 
be both hearers and doers of the 
Word. As our Lord met the chal- 
lenge of human need with demon- 
strated love and expended energy, 
so we must translate our Christi- 
anity into ministries of mercy. The 
test of our love for God is our love 
for men. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Although the pupil material be- 
gins with verse 5, teachers will want 
to include the opening miracle of 
the chapter, the healing of the leper. 
It is important to remember that, 
throughout the Bible, leprosy is a 
type of sin. The attitude and words 
of this suppliant suggest the pres- 
ence of faith, although perhaps not 
complete faith. He believed that 
Jesus could heal him but doubted 
his claim upon the Master’s help. 
He had not heard the Gospel’s glo- 
rious ‘‘whosoever.’’ When our Lord 
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stretched forth His hand and 


touched the leper He broke through 
one of the taboos of His time, which 
placed a distance of six feet between 
every leper and the rest of the 
world. In fact, in the light of con- 
temporary religious thought He con- 
tracted defilement—a picture of 
what He has done for us all in bear- 
ing our sins in His own body on the 
tree. ‘‘He hath made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him’’ (2 Cor. 5:21). 

Having healed the leper, our Lord 
instructed him to lose no time in 
reporting to the priest, that the law 
of tk cleansed leper might be ful- 
fille The prescribed offering in 
such. a case is given in Leviticus 
14 :4-7. 

The story of the curing of the 
centurion’s servant needs to be read 
with the parallel account in Luke 
7 :1-10. There we have the additional 
information that this Roman officer 
had built a synagogue for the Jews: 
perhaps the very synagogue which 
has been excavated in modern times 
on the site of ancient Capernaum. 
Thus we learn something of his 
character. Though a Roman, he did 
not despise the Jews, but perhaps 
even embraced their faith; and 
though a soldier, he was not brutal 
like so many of his fellows but loved 
his servant (the word may be trans- 
lated ‘‘boy’’). 


A Soldier and the Saviour 

Evidently the centurion had faith 
in Christ’s power to heal; so much 
is implied in verse 6. It is possible 
(especially in the light of our Lord’s 
later statements) that, having em- 
braced Judaism, this Gentile had 
recognized Jesus as the Messiah. In 
verse 8 he acknowledged the Jewish 
objection to entering a Gentile 
house and at the same time dis- 
played amazing faith in our Lord’s 
healing power. As a soldier, he had 
men at his command, upon whose 
obedience he could rely. So he be- 
lieved our Lord had power of a 
higher kind, and that a word from 
His lips would bring the desired 
result. 

It is significant that Matthew, 
who wrote primarily for Jewish 
readers, should reproduce our Lord’s 
pronouncement upon the centurion’s 
faith. He envisaged a kingdom the 
doors of which would be open to 
Gentiles, coming both from the east 
and west; while those for whom the 
kingdom was prepared—the Jews— 
would be left outside. 

The miracle briefly recorded in 
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14-15 is interesting because it is the 
only miracle involving the disciples 
themselves or their families. This 
seems to have been a sudden in- 
disposition which had caused the 
elderly woman to take to her bed. 
Only a touch from Jesus restored 
her to full vitality, so that she im- 
mediately arose and became hostess 
to the group. 

At the conclusion of this trio of 
miracles, we are given to under- 
stand that they were but samples of 
Christ’s healing power. Doubtless 
the news of the recovery of Peter’s 
mother-in-law traveled fast, and as 
a result folk assembled at the door 
of the house bringing their sick with 
them. Matthew rightly saw in this 
a fulfillment of the great Messianic 
statement in Isaiah 53:4, to which 
he gave the translation: ‘‘He took 
our infirmities and bore our di- 
sease.’’ Included was the great 
disease of sin, which is the universal 
malady. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. Salvation for the Sinner 
a. Need recognized 
b. Blessing granted 

2. Reward for the Suppliant 
a. A plea for his servant 
b. A blessing for himself 

3. Succor for the Saint 
a. Mysterious maladies 
b. The Great Physician 





1. These three incidents present 
the suceoring grace of Christ in 
three different aspects. The first 
miracle was upon a leper, whose 
disease speaks to us of sin in its 
hideousness, in its ravages, and in 
its inecurability. He knew he was a 
leper and longed for nothing more 
than healing. Thus he was halfway 
to blessing. It is so with the sinner 
once he recognizes his condition and 
yearns to be made whole. With no 
attempt to hide his disease, but 
rather displaying his loathsome 
limbs before the compassionate eyes 
of Jesus, the leper came asking for 
cleansing. 

He did not seem sure that he 
would obtain his request. The power 
of Jesus he confessed, but he had 
yet to learn of the all-encompassing 
love of Jesus. From this leper’s ex- 
perience a world of sinners may 
take encouragement. Jesus not only 
can but will heal those who come to 
Him in faith. 

2. The second story is of a man 
who came to Jesus in behalf of 
someone else. His servant was sick 
and he believed that our Lord could 
heal him. Have you somebody near 
and dear to you who needs the 


-touch of the Great Physician? This 


story shows the power of interces- 
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sory prayer: Christ hears us when 
we bring others to Him, and an- 
swers our prayers. The master 
asked, the boy was healed. God for- 
bid that-others, who cannot ask for 
themselves, should miss the Master’s 
blessing because we fail to name 
them in His presence! 

But notice that the centurion him- 
self obtained a blessing—in fact, a 
cup overflowing with blessings. He 
had his loved servant restored to 
him, but he also heard the Master 
commend his faith and hold out 
promise of everlasting blessedness 
to others like him. It is impossible 
that we should pray for others 
without obtaining good for our- 
selves. 

3. Last of this trio of miracles 
was for the healing of Peter’s 
mother-in-law. Did she love the 
Lord? We like to assume so. But 
that did not save her from being 
stricken with sickness—just at the 
time when she wanted to play 
hostess to Him. Her condition re- 
minds us that even the Lord’s 
people are sometimes laid low—on 
oceasions, through their own dis- 
obedience, folly, and sin; at other 
times, in ways which baffle all rea- 
son and defy explanation. There 
are Samsons who suffer through 
their own misbehavior; but there 
are also Jobs whose tragedies are in 
the inscrutable wisdom of God. 

The important thing to know is 
that, for sinner and saint alike, 


brighter 
years 


ahead 


there is a Great Physician. A touch 
from His hand is enough to restore 
the tainted leper or the mother in 
Israel. Let us be wise enough to 
take our maladies to Him, being 
sure that He both can and will heal 
us. And, as He served, may we also 
serve, drawing upon the resources 
that are in Him that through our 
hands a sin-stricken world may have 
health. 
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The Compassion of Jesus 

LESSON TEXT: 

MATTHEW 9:1-9, 35-38 
Golden Text: “When He saw the multi- 
tudes, He was moved with compassion on 
them, because they fainted, and were scat- 
tered abroad, as sheep having no shep- 
herd” (Mt. 9:36). 

Progressing in our study of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel, we come to the ninth 
chapter, glorious in its record of 
divine compassion for human suffer- 
ing. Beginning with the healing of 
the sick of the palsy, the record 
proceeds to tell how our Lord called 
Matthew (Levi) the publican into 
discipleship, answering the criti- 
cisms of the Pharisees with a sum- 
mary of His whole ministry : ‘‘ They 
that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. . . . I am not 
come to eall the righteous, but sin- 
ners to repentance.’’ The raising of 
Jairus’ daughter, the curing of the 
woman with an issue of blood, the 
restoring of sight to two blind men, 
and the casting out of a demon from 
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a dumb man continue the wondrous 
story, which ends with a statement 
of Christ’s response to the plight of 
men and His commission to His dis- 
ciples to assume this burden as their 
own. 

Teachers will seek in this lesson 
to present our Lord in all the sym- 
pathy of His heart and in His power 
to help. They will also be careful 
to emphasize that true discipleship 
means a like compassion, expressed 
in prayer for all sinners and suf- 
ferers, and an endeavor to meet 
their needs both physical and spir- 
itual. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Both Mark and Luke record the 
miracle of the healing of the man 
with the palsy in greater detail than 
Matthew; but for the purpose of 
this lesson Matthew’s version will 
probably suffice. The important 
point emerges from each of the 
Synopties that our Lord traced the 
man’s condition to sin (we must not 
argue from this that all sickness is 
the result of sin), and conferred on 
him the greater boon of pronoun- 
eing forgiveness for his spiritual 
transgression as well as the lesser 
boon of healing his body. This 
prompted the scribes to criticize 
Him among themselves; and Jesus 
dragged their criticism out into the 
light of day and answered it. Had 
He claimed to forgive this man? 
That was an easy thing to do, for 
no outward manifestation need fol- 
low. But, to prove that He had 
power to do this very thing, Jesus 
spoke the words of healing which 
brought the paralyzed man quickly 
to his feet: ‘‘ Arise, take up thy bed, 
and go unto thine house.’’ 

The pupil material includes only 
verse 9 which introduces the story 
of Matthew’s call and his subse- 
quent feast for Jesus and his 
friends. Matthew, who is telling his 
own story, shows great restraint; 
Luke adds details which help us 
better to appreciate the incident 
(Luke 5:27-32). Matthew was evi- 
dently a man of wealth, possibly ill- 
gotten since it was the practice of 
tax-gatherers to extort more than 
their due. Luke says that he gave 
‘‘a great feast in his own house,”’ 
at which he seems to have enter- 
tained his previous business asso- 
ciates and social companions. This 
was Matthew’s testimony to his 
new-found Lord. Once again criti- 
cism came from the spectators, this 
time because Jesus consorted with 
people of such low reputation. His 
answer is the hope of all sinful men, 
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for it declared the purpose of His 
coming to be the quest of the sinful, 
that He might bring them to repent- 
ance and salvation. 


Shepherdless Sheep 

Passing over the other incidents 
recorded in this chapter, we come to 
the great concluding statement con- 
cerning Christ’s compassion. In the 
R.S.V. this is rendered: ‘‘When He 
saw the crowds, He had compassion 
for them, because they were har- 
assed and helpless, like sheep with- 
out a shepherd. Then He said to 
His disciples, ‘The harvest is plenti- 
ful, but the laborers are few; pray 
therefore the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into His har- 
vest,” *’ 

Two figures are here employed to 
describe the world as Jesus saw it. 
In terms of need, He looked upon 
men as sheep, scattered and torn by 
ravaging beasts, and needing the 
tender care of a shepherd. Neither 
can we forget that He came to be 
that Shepherd, seeking the lost at 
tremendous cost to Himself, and 
gathering them into His fold (see 
John 10). 

In terms of opportunity, He 
looked upon the world as a harvest 
field, waiting to be reaped and 
claimed for God. Before this could 
be done, however, laborers must be 
found: a challenge to the disciples 
and to us to put in the sickle and 
become the husbandmen of God. 
somes PLAN 

. Healing Men’s Bodies 

a. Divine love at work 

b. Divine power attested 
2. Saving Men’s Souls 

a. Man‘s deepest need 

b. Matthew’s own testimony 
3. Calling for Workers 

a. The duty of prayer 

b. The obligation of service 

1. In his summary of our Lord’s 
earthly ministry, given before Cor- 
nelius, Peter said of Him that ‘‘He 
went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil; 
for God was with Him’’ (Acts 10: 
38). The gracious activities of Jesus 
in relieving human suffering stem- 
med from His loving heart. It was 
impossible that divine love should 
make contact with human need with- 
cut that love expressing itself in 
service. It was an essential part of 
our Lord’s revelation of the Father 
that He should express Himself in 
deeds of kindness. Blessings flowed 
from Him for the enrichment of 
human lives as the sun streams its 
unceasing warmth upon the expec- 
tant earth. 

But Peter recognized something 
else in this ministry of healing. It 
was evidence that ‘‘God was with 
Him.’’ The miracles attest the 
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divinity of our Lord. John, author 
of the Fourth Gospel, saw them as 
‘*signs,’’ each one witnessing to His 
unique sonship. ‘‘The works that I 
do in My Father’s name,’’ He said 
to the unbelieving Jews, ‘‘they bear 
witness of Me’’ (John 10:25). And 
again, this time to His disciples: 
‘*Believe Me that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in Me: or 
else believe Me for the very works’ 
sake’’ (John 14:11). 

2. The healing miracles of Jesus 
were also parables in action of His 
greater ministry of redemption. 
What He did for men’s bodies, He 
also came to do for men’s souls, In 
the case of the man with the palsy, 
He deliberately brought this major 
ministry into the foreground. It 
would appear that this man was in 
his sad physical condition as the 
result of sin; perhaps he had abused 
his body until it had rebelled. Hence 
Jesus began with this deeper need, 
and spoke comfort to the man’s 
spirit by assuring him of forgive- 
ness. The criticisms of Christ’s 
enemies furnished opportunity for 
a great affirmation of His power: if 
He could heal men’s bodies by a 
power which was evident in its 
achievement, who could deny His 
power to forgive men their sins? 

That He does this thousands can 
testify, including Matthew whose 
Gospel we are studying. In the heart 
of this narrative he places his own 
personal testimony. Reading through 
his natural reticence, we can see 
how Jesus came to him in his lone- 
liness and despair, outcast from his 
people because of his service to 
Rome. His friends were sinners like 
himself; the religious professors 
around him did nothing to lift him 
out of his degradation. But into his 
life came Jesus, bringing him new 
hope in the forgiveness of his sin 
and the prospect of useful service 
for others. Matthew’s own story 
is the best commentary on our 
Lord’s statement that He came ‘‘not 
to eall the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance. ’’ 

3. The ministry of Jesus among 
men is a ministry which we are 


called upon to continue. But first we 
need His vision of human need and 
then the compassion of His heart. 
We must see men through His eyes 
as sheep wandering and lost—vie- : 
tims of the cruelty of Satan, and 
yet, at the same time, as full of 
glorious promise as a field in time of 
harvest. Such a vision will drive us 
to prayer, that God would have pity 
on them, and that He would raise 
up those to succor and save them. 
But prayer is not enough unless 
it compels to service. Let us not 
imagine that we are fulfilling God’s 
program if we pray for the conver- 
sion of men but do nothing to take 
salvation’s message to them. True 
prayer will lead to dedication of 
self for the blessing of men, that we 
may walk in the footsteps of Him 
who gave His life for the sheep. 
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MINISTRY THROUGH 


Since this issue of Ererniry magazine 
is recognizing the silver anniversary of 
Dr. Barnhouse as pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, we 
would like to devote these columns, 
which are regularly given over to re- 
views of current Christian literature, to 
the written ministry of our Editor. What 
has impressed us most about his writings 
has been his exaltation of the Word of 
God. Whether it be by simplified draw- 
ings of the Truth or by a simple pres- 
entation of complex doctrine, there has 
been the spirit of “Thus saith the Lord.” 


Teaching the Word of Truth. $2.50. This 
book is of great value for it introduces 
the reader to the various doctrines of 

the faith. It sets forth the greatness of 

sin, the remedy in salvation, the steps in 
the Christian life, and lessons in the life 
to come. It makes very plain the doc- 
trines of justification and sanctification 
and the relation between the two. It sets 
forth the great Bible plan for the future. 
What makes this work of tremendous 
importance is that it is illustrated with 
line drawings throughout. Thus each 
lesson has a suggestion accompanying it 
showing how it may be taught from the 
blackboard. Sunday school teachers, 
young people’s workers, children’s work- 
ers have used this book to great advan- 
tage. It has been translated into several 
languages. Teachers who teach by means 

«: the flannelgraph will do well to 

familiarize themselves with this work. 


God’s Methods for Holy Living. $2.00. 
The teaching of this book answers 
some of the great questions in a be- 

liever’s mind, “What is the difference 

between justification and sanctification? 

Must I work for my salvation? How can 

I keep myself saved?” Many believers 

have been horribly confused by these 

questions. Dr. Barnhouse deals with the 
nature of salvation, outlining God’s 
declaration of our complete ruin in sin 
and God’s perfect remedy in Christ. With 
great forcefulness he presents our secur- 
ity in Christ, and the believer’s assur- 
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ance that his. sins have been done away 
with forever, in Christ. The possibility 
for holiness does. not lie in the puny 
efforts of man but in the full provision 
of Christ. Only a realization of our posi- 
tion in the Beloved gives us the vision 
of the road to practical’ holiness. This 
book sets forth the fact that Bible study 
is the means to practical holiness in that 
through the study of the Word we come 
to know the mind of God. The Word is 
the cleansing agent which is used by the 
Holy Spirit within our hearts. The be- 
liever is made aware of the daily cleans- 
ing from sin, the moment by moment 
walk in communion with the Holy Spirit 
leading to a life of continuing holiness. 
The redeemed one comes to know a life 
lived in the power of Bible study, of 
Christ’s love, of the blessed hope, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 


His Own Received Him Not, But... 
$1.50. This book is a work of Bible 
interpretation. It points out the dis- 

tinction between what is known as king- 

dom and church truth. In a clear and 
concise manner it points the way to the 
pre-millennial position without falling 
into the absurd errors of the ultra- 
dispensationalists. Dr. Barnhouse takes 
the position that though Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke are New Testament books, 
until the cross they are still on Old 

Testament ground. A clear distinction 

is made between the Sermon on the 

Mount and the Gospel. The events of the 

Gospel, along with the teaching of our 

Lord, are seen in their true perspective 

in the light of the epistles. This is an 

excellent work to give to a person in 
order to introduce him to dispensational 
truth. 


Guaranteed Deposits. $2.00 The world 
has its Peace of Mind, written by a 
Jew, and Peace of Soul, written by a 

Catholic. Guaranteed Deposits might well 

be called Peace of Spirit, the believers’ 

answer to the world. In this book, a 

number of problems which trouble the 

believer are dealt with. Many of these 
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though on the surface they appear to be 
psychological, are really “spiritological,” 
to create a term. In dealing with every 
problem it is essential to know whether 
we are dealing with a person who knows 
the Lord or whether we are dealing. with 
a person who is unsaved. The answer 
to this question determines the course 
of treatment. Fear, inferiority, lust, 
drink, and many other things which 
challenge the believer are dealt with. 
The book points out that the remedy to 
all these things is in Jesus Christ. The 
presentation is not nebulous but prac- 
tical, and if the teaching be followed, 
the reader will come to know what it 
means to live relying on the deposits 
provided by Christ and guaranteed by 
Him. 


The Bible and the Future. 25c. This is 
a tract in pamphlet form on the pro- 
phetic plan of God. It is written to do 

two things: first, to capitalize on a per- 

son’s interest in the future—a universal 
curiosity, and second, to introduce the 
curious to the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
pamphlet is excellent for use in per- 
sonal work. It will provide many “talk- 

ing points” which should lead to a 

fruitful conversation concerning our 

Lord. Another fine feature of the tract 

is that it shows the folly of trusting in 

peace movements, religious attempts to 
perfume the dunghill of earth, and 
other methods by which men have been 
attempting to make the world better 

with bad bricks. The work ends with a 

clear-cut statement that the hope of the 

world is the return of the Lord and the 
hope of the individual is faith in Him. 


Man’s Ruin. $3.00. This is the first 
volume of a much longer work on the 
epistle to the Romans by Dr. Barn- 

house. The studies were first broadcast 

on The Bible Study Hour. They are in 

a sense a commentary on the Bible with 

Romans as a starting point. As the title 

of this work suggests there is outlined 

here the ruin of man by sin. Step by 
step man’s degradation is unfolded. The 
purpose of the volume is to show that 
there is absolutely nothing good in man 
to merit God’s favor and that there is 
nothing which he can contribute to his 

salvation. This well may become a 

source-book for Bible doctrine. 
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ELIJAH 
(Continued from page 21) 


birds could only bring enough for 
each day. The man who lives by 
faith learns to do that. 

He went and dwelt by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. That 
may sound like an easy thing to us 
who are reading the story because 
we know that when he did what he 
was told to do God fulfilled His 
promise. But I can assure you that 
it was not easy for Elijah except as 
he trusted God. It was very much 
harder for Elijah to go into seclu- 
sion than it was to go before Ahab 
the king to say that daring thing. 

But the life of faith is not set- 
tled all at one time. You see the life 
of faith must be lived all the way 
through. And now there comes a 
further test of Elijah’s faith in 
verse seven. ‘‘ And it came to pass 
after a-while, that the brook dried 
up, because there had been no rain 
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in the land.’’ It didn’t dry up all 
at once, but Elijah could see it dry- 
ing up a little at a. time—day by 
day. 

The greatest test of faith is not 
only to go where God sends you and 
to do what God tells you, but to 
stay until God directs you. 

But when the brook had com- 
pletely dried: up the Lord came to 


and he called to her, and said, 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water 
in a vessel, that I may drink.’’ Now 
that was a reasonable request after 
a long journey over a land that was , 
suffering draught. But then he goes — 
cn to make an unreasonable request, | 
for ‘‘as she was going to fetch it, 
he called to her, and said, Bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 





him as we read in verse nine, ‘‘ Arise, 
get thee to Zarephath, which be- 
longeth to Zidon, and dwell there.’’ 
And then notice, God says, “‘Be-lyeg, 
hold, I have ‘commanded a widow|rotoine 
woman there to sustain thee.’ 
‘And when he came to the gate Stnororrete cataloc— state Yow 


of the city, behold, the widow ADIRONDACK CHAIR CO. 
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thine hand. And she said, As the 
Lord thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, but an handful of meal in a 
barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: 
and, behold, I am gathering two 
sticks, that I may go in and dress 
it for me and my son, that we may 
eat it, and die.’’ Notice the words 
‘*that we may eat it and die.’’ That 
answer revealed the deep distress in 
the heart of this woman. 

But Elijah had a hope that was 
set in the Lord, so he might have 
questioned the guidance of God in 
bringing him to his woman. God had 
said, ‘‘She will sustain you,’’ and 
this was all she had. 

instead, he says in verse thirteen, 
‘*Fear not; go and do as thou hast 
said.’’ Now notice, ‘‘but make me 
thereof a little cake first . . . and 
after make for thee and for thy 
son.’’ In the next verse we read 
that the woman acted on faith, and 
did according to the saying of Eli- 
jah, and she and her house and 
Elijah did eat many days, or as it 
is in the original, a full year. 

Now this is only one of the chap- 
ters out of the life of Elijah, but 
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it is a very interesting one. Out of 
it there come many practical appli- 
cations. It is an interesting thing to 
see how God, acting toward this man 
of faith, never acted until it seemed 
that all earthly hope was gone. God 
did not tell him to move until the 
brook had completely failed. God 
sent him to a woman who was to 
sustain him, but when he found her 
she had just enough for a last meal. 
That is the way God often works. 
He delays His help until there can 
be no doubt in our mind that the 
help comes from Him. It was in the 
fourth watch of the night, the last 
watch, when the disciples had been 
tossed about in their boat on the sea 
until they thought that they were 
going to be drowned, that the Lord 
Jesus appeared walking upon the 
waters, and calmed the sea, and got 
with them in the boat. It was not 
until Lazarus had died that Jesus 
eame to Bethany. 

This woman was at the gate of the 
city that day gathering her sticks 
to make the fire in order that she 
might cook the meal. She did not 
have any idea that she was going 
to meet a prophet of God, one who 
was going to change her sorrow into 
joy. 

It is altogether possible that you, 
my reader, had no idea when you 
began that you were going to meet 
the Lord in this article, and that He 
was going to speak to you in such 
a way that things would be differ- 
ent. But I can say to you on the 
authority of the Word of God that 
if you will believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you will be saved. Here and 
now. It is just that simple. Acknowl- 
edge your sinfulness, receive Christ 
as your Saviour, and God will do a 
miracle in your heart. Here is a 
challenge to you to live by faith, 
allowing God to run your life and 
to regulate your plans and give you 
the strength to fulfill them. God is 
willing and able to do that for you 
as you step out upon His promises. 
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IN THE SWELLING OF JORDAN 
(Continued from page 15) 
When he was weak, then he was 
strong, because he took to himself 
the whole armor that God supplied. 
Sometimes I think that Jeremiah 
was the model for a Bible student. 
He did not read dead words on a 
page, but heard them from the lips 
of God. It is by every word that 
p. oceedeth out of the mouth of God 
that man lives, and Bible-thinking 
must be carried on in the divine 
presence as was done by Jeremiah. 
He ran with footmen, and was later 
to contend with horses. Had he then 
taken to his heart Isaiah’s words 
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that ‘‘they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength... they 
shall run, and not be weary’’? He 
was to know the floods of Jordan 
rushing in a swell that leaves flotsam 
and jetsam high on the trees. And 
had he pondered Isaiah’s promise, 
turning it into prayer? ‘‘ When thou 
passest through the waters I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow thee.’’ 

Few, it may be, are called to meet 
an avalanche of trouble as Jeremiah 
was. Think of the Oriental’s sensi- 
tiveness to ridicule. Exposed in the 
stocks, Jeremiah felt the ignominy 
acutely. Have we in our day got be- 
yond being ashamed of Jesus? Or 
have we, on the other hand, so 
padded and cushioned our minds 
when reading Scripture that we 
have never felt the naked realism 
of this strange challenge in God’s 
unexpected words? ‘‘Running with 
horsemen’’—but what if we have 
never yet been running at all? The 
swelling of Jordan—but what if we 
have never been decisive enough 
even to come over on to the side of 
Christ? God’s invitation to heroism 
demands that at least we make a 
start. 

Some twenty years ago, tragedy 
broke into the home of a great Scot- 
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tish preacher. With dramatic sud- 
denness his wife died. The preacher 
felt like Ezekiel when God took 
away the desire of his eyes at a 
single stroke. But he recalled that 
Ezekiel was commanded by God to 
preach to the people as usual in the 
evening, so this modern man of God 
said to himself, ‘‘Can I, who have 
seen the glory of the risen Son of 
God do less than an Old Testament 
prophet was nerved to do?’’ So this 
contemporary of our own preached 
at the first opportunity, and the 
text he chose was this one from the 
Book of Jeremiah about the swell- 
ing of Jordan. Feeling the rushing 
waters round him, he bravely af- 
firmed the words of Hopeful with 
his feet in the river at the close of 
the Pilg’ im’s Progress: ‘‘ Be of good 
cheer, my brother, for I feel the 
bottom, and it is sound.’’ 

That is the right ending to our 
message, that ‘‘Be of good cheer. 
my brother,’’ for it came from the 
lips of our Lord Jesus Himself. ‘‘In 
the ‘world ye shall have tribula- 
tion’’: there will be upheaval, dis- 
location, illness, till it seems as if 
the plowers plow on your back and 
make long their furrows. Tribula- 
tion, yes. I am sending you out like 
sheep in the midst of wolves, and 
they will try to tear and rend you. 
This all seems from the lips of Jesus 
a perfect echo of His Father’s words 
to Jeremiah. Yet listen right to the 
end. Did ever you hear the like? 
““But be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world.’’ END 
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THE GLORY OF THE WORD 

(Continued from page 13) 
the barbs of unbelief. I would turn 
to the person with whom I was dis- 
cussing a Biblical problem and, 
opening the Word to the appropriate 
passage say to him, ‘‘ Will you read 
this?’’ After reading it, he might 
reply, ‘‘ Well, it may be so, but I 
don’t believe it!’’ ‘‘Whether you 
believe it or not is beside the point,’’ 
I would answer ‘‘but does not the 
Bible say that this is so?’’ And as 
he had stated his unbelief, he would 
be forced to acknowledge that the 
Bible did say a thing to be true even 
if he rejected it. Students soon 
found that they were arguing with 
God. This experience has taught me 
one great spiritual law; in the 
measure that we trust the Word, in 
that measure will our testimony be 
sure, and in that measure will those 
to whom we witness be impressed 
with the fact that we really believe 
what we profess. 

God’s Word is glorious for many 
reasons, but I choose just one more. 
Is God’s Word sufficient for our 
personal needs? I have found it to 
be so. If I may be pardoned the 
personal reference, I have often 
wondered why it is that I do not 
have perfect vision. Why are there 
people who are handicapped? Why 
do people suffer affliction? Turning 
to the Word we learn that God, by 
divine fiat, has created the afflicted 
for His glory. Hear Him speak to 
Moses who was complaining about 
the fact that he stuttered. ‘‘And 
the LORD said unto Him, Who 
hath made man’s mouth? Or who 
maketh the dumb or deaf, or the 
seeing, or the blind? Have not I, 
the LORD?” (Ex. 4:11). Strange 
words these. Does God do things use- 
lessly? All things He does for His 
glory. You will remember that on 
one occasion the disciples were walk- 
ing with the Lord when they en- 
countered a blind man. The disciples 
thought that the blindness must be 
due to some sin of his parents or a 


thoughts, rebuked them by saying, 
‘‘Neither hath this man sinned, nor 
his parents; but that the works of 
God should be made manifest in 
him’’ (John 9:3). God has chosen 
some to be afflicted for His glory in 
order that through the manifesta- 
tion of sustaining grace in their 
lives the unsaved may see the suffi- 
ciency of salvation in every phase 
of life. Paul knew this secret and 
thus wrote, speaking about his own 
physical difficulty—his thorn in the 
flesh, ‘‘Most gladly therefore, will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ might rest 
upon me’’ (2 Cor. 12:9). If God’s 
grace is sufficient, there must be 
illustrations of its sufficiency. Some 
are chosen to endure physical suf- 
fering to illustrate the sufficiency 
of His grace. 

If we have tried the Word of God 
in the midst of our tribulations and 
have found it to be true, if we have 
discovered that God is not a man 
who lies or changes His mind, if we 
see that all our questions can be an- 
swered by the Word, if we know 
that His Word has power to bring 
forth faith and accomplish the im- 
possible in the heart of a sinner, if 
we are sure that God’s Word is ade- 
quate for our own personal prob- 
lems, then we have arrived at the 
place where we can teach and preach 
in the spirit of ‘‘Thus saith the 
Lord.’’ May the Lord whom we love 
give us a love for His Word. In 
these days when there is much 
Gospel preaching but so little genu- 
ine Bible teaching, let us give our- 
selves anew to the task of mastering 
the Book in order that the Book 
may master us. May our ministries 
be known for the exaltation of the 
Word. 
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“COME . . . AND GO” 
(Continued from page 12) 


It is significant that the cross is 
essentially public. The Saviour was 
to be lifted up above the heads of 
the crowd so that He would be seen 
by every eye. His suffering and 
death, His burial and resurrection 
were to be enacted out, as it were, 
on a stage in such a manner as to 
make the greatest impression on the 
witnesses. God did not do His work 
in Heaven or in some remote corner 
of the earth; He wanted people to 
see what He was doing. He wanted 
them to know it and understand it. 
In this sense, the cross is the great, 
terrible object lesson of eternity. 
The Old Testament was an object 
lesson: each of the Temple sacrifices 
taught the lesson, ‘‘sin means 
death’’; the furnishings of the 
Temple typified aspects of God’s 
work; the prophets carried out 
dramatic signs like the marriage of 
Hosea and Jeremiah’s visit to the 
potter. Now at the central point of 
redemptive history God put the 
central, triumphant object lesson of 
the crucifixion and the resurrection, 
to impress the Gospel of salvation 
on man’s eyes, ears, mind, heart— 
upon his whole soul. 

Of course, the crucifixion is far 
more than an object lesson. Pri- 
marily, it is the vicarious sacrifice, 
God the Son taking the place of 
man in death for sin, making a real 
atonement for sin and actually re- 
deeming man to God. At the cross 
something real happened between 
Heaven and earth, but it was done 
publicly so that it would also serve 
as an object lesson to all succeeding 
generations. 

As an object lesson, the cross 
teaches the love of God. ‘‘Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life ‘for his 
friends.’’ The measure of the love 
of Christ is that He loved the un- 
lovely enough to come for them and 
voluntarily to die for them. It is the 
old lesson, also, that sin means 
death, portrayed by the Sinless One 
taking -‘‘our sin in His own body 
upon the tree,’’ and then giving 
Himself to the death which is the 
penalty for that sin. The sorrow 
that our sin costs the heart of God 
shows in the pain of sin and separa- 
tion for sin, as for a moment the 
Godhead is broken and the Son is 
separated from the Father. This is 
no polished lecture illustrated with 
flowers and pretty colored slides; 
crucifixion is a_ terrible, violent 
death. The lesson is terrible as sin is 
terrible, violent as life and death 
are violent, forceful as the Gospel 
is forceful. Salvation is a matter of 
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life and death; the cross forces this 
fact upon all the senses at the 
borderline between life and death. 

Coupled to the awesome lesson of 
the cross is the triumphant object 


lesson of the resurrection. ‘‘If a 
man die, shall he live again?’’ The 
answer is an unqualified, unashamed, 
unhesitating affirmative. The power 
of God to forgive sin, to destroy 
death, to eliminate sorrow—the fact 
that God is life—shatters the finality 
of the tomb. A new birth was pur- 
chased on the cross; the resurrec- 
tion demonstrates the eternal force 
of this new life. 

This nature of the cross as an 
object lesson gives a key to the ex- 
planation of the apparent contrast 
in the words of Jesus. Before the 
crucifixion the Lord collected people 
tegether, invited them to Himself, 
gathered a band of disciples, issued 
again and again the call, ‘‘Come 
unto Me,’’ so that there .would be 
witnesses at the cross. Jerusalem, 
crowded for the Passover, became 
the audience for the dramatic climax 
of God’s work of redemption. After 
they had seen His resurrection, He 
then told them to go. The lesson was 
over and the Teacher was ready to 
depart. It was now time for those 
who had learned the lesson to go 
out and carry it to others. 


III 

This object lesson of death and 
resurrection means to us that we 
also must go. We cannot go to the 
garden where the risen Saviour first 
appeared, and see Him as Mary 
Magdalene did in the first filmy 
light of dawn. Nor can we remain 
at the spot where we first became 
conscious of knowing Him, com- 
pletely absorbed in communion with 
Him while the rest of the world 
goes by. The old hymn has it cor- 
rectly, 

I’d stay in the garden with Him, 

Though the night around me be falling. 

But He bids me go 
As He sent the disciples out of that 
first garden, so He sends us away 
from the place of our first meeting 
with Him, to communicate with 
wonder and joy the knowledge that 
the Lord has risen indeed, and has 
appeared to us. 

We go to the upper room. On that 
first resurrection evening He ate of 
the broiled fish and the honeyeomb— 
C. S. Lewis put it sharply, saying 
that the resurrection is as real and 
as literal as broiled fish. We go to 
our Own upper rooms, where the 
Lord breaks into our consciousness. 
We go to the place of the Supper, 
and there we recognize Him in the 
breaking of bread. We worship Him; 
we have fellowship with Him and 
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with one another; we partake of 
Him in our souls and are satisfied. 
Yet we cannot spend all of our time 
there; He sends us out into the 
streets, the houses, and the markets 
to spread the story as widely as we 
can. We have come to Him, we have 
seen the cross and met the risen 
Saviour; we have learned the les- 
son; it is time for us to go out and 
tell what we have seen and heard. 
Modern American Christians find 
that this commandment to ‘‘go.. 
tell’’ strikes them with very prac- 
tical force. We cannot stay continu- 
ously in a revival meeting or a prayer 
room. There is not food enough 
nor are there beds enough in the 
average church to sustain life very 
long. Furthermore, most of us have 
very definite jobs to attend to day 
after day. We go to our work to 
earn such necessities as food, shelter, 
clothing, and being modern Ameri- 
cans we also acquire such things as 
TV sets, money in the bank, bonds 
in the safe, two cars in the garage, 
and a telephone in each ear. In this 
practical world a Christian shows 
his identity, doing his job honestly 
and thoroughly, putting his foot 
down when approached on any 
shady deal, refusing to marry with 
a non-Christian, attending and sup- 
porting his church, voting with a 
sense of responsibility, living in 
peace, sobriety, and the love that 
befits a child of God. This back- 
ground of thorough, steady Chris- 
tian living is essential, absolutely 
essential, but it is never enough. 
The commandment of God calls for 
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a positive approach, to tell of the 
risen Christ and to explain His 
offer of salvation. 

The message must be told to His 
disciples. The church has heard 
again and again the triumph of the 
empty tomb, but the story still 
strikes with fresh impact. There is 
that member whose zeal has cooled 
down, who no longer feels the great 
urgency of the Gospel. He needs to 


be set on fire by a heart that is 
burning for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There is that boy in the Sunday 
school who wants to know what to 
believe. There is that young person 
who wants to be true to Christ, but 
finds the temptations of this world 
are strong. There are the strong 
saints of God, who rejoice each time 
another comes to them in the fellow- 
ship of Christ. There is that high 





PAS-CAL VITAMINS AND MINERALS 


Multi-Vitamins 


(9 Vit.-6 Min.).................. 100—$2.50 
‘With Liver, mm, 3 Yeast...... 
Iron and B* With Liver... alba 


.-.100— 2.15 







Vitamin C Tablets—100 MG... 
Vitamin C Tablets—250 MG.. 
Vitamin E Capsules—30 Int. Units.. 
Bone Calcium Tablets With Vit. D............ 
Multi-Minerals (10 Mim.) ....0.....0.....0cccc.. 100— 1.20 
Bw Coan and Folic Acid................ 100— 2.25 
Dietary S$ 32 El 270 Tablets 

(Unit of 3 Bottles—1 of Multi-Vit.— 

2 of Multi-Min.) $6.85 

(To Ministers: 15% Discount on all Products) 


PAS-CAL COMPANY, Box 203-E, Altadena, Cal. 

















YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $35- 
$150.00 a year. 
evangelical and 


Missio 
We get you reports of your worker. Write 
for information. 
Prayer League, Inc. 








89' Quincy Street Street, Brooklyn 5, N.Y. 
Tl FOLDING CHAIRS 


-/IN Stee€ or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


\ WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON&CO 











enthusiasm and fellowship. 


many old favorites and a 
number of new songs. Special 
emphasis on the deeper life. 

Smartly designed reinforced manila 
binding. Round notes. 
35¢ each, postpaid. 


mailing extra 
THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS <9 
107 popular songs and 
choruses in this best = 

seller. Over 100,000 copies ~ 

sold! Reinforced manila ; 4 
binding. Round notes. 

20¢ each, postpaid. $17.50 per ended, 
ott FROM, mailing extra 


o* 





HYMNS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (21st Edition) — 504 of 
the best-loved hymns of the Christian faith. You are sure 
to find your favorites in this large selection. The perfect 
* book for church and home. Includes 36 responsive read- 
= ings. Hymns are conveniently indexed by topics, titles 
= and first lines. Round notes. Cloth bound. 

$1.35 _ postpaid. 


To keep you $!! nging_ 3 popular song hooks 


* SONG BOOKS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS — put life in 


your meetings, inspire singing that creates a 


- REDEMPTION MELODIES — 138 songs and choruses « « « 


$30.00 per a | 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1528 NORTH THIRD STREET * HARRISBURG, PA. 


$125.00 per hundred, 
mailing extra 


a spirit of 














NEED A CHRISTIAN BOOK? 


We probably have it. If you 

don’t know the price, just or- y 

. der today and we'll bill 

’ you. We havea large va- 
riety of Christian litera- 

J ture. Our catalog is # 

- yours for the asking. # 









MOODY BOOKSTORE bep:. ET-72 | 
ka Salle af Cileage Ave, Cilenge 16, Mincis 9 
Please send me your free catalog. I 


Name. 
I 














Address. 
y 


\ a ee 


Uncen ancnen aneilasabenenabes ane 


school student, bombarded with 
humanism and naturalistic scoffing 
at the Bible in our supposedly neu- 
tral schools, The church is impor- 
tant: Christ established it because 
believers need always to strengthen, 
to encourage, and to instruct one 
another by this Gospel. 

You are to go to your neighbors. 
There is the man who was drunk 
last night and drunk the night be- 
fore, and does not admit that he 
needs a Saviour stronger than him- 
self. There is the young person who 
is being gossiped about—perhaps 
the gossip has foundation; Christ 
came to seek and to save those who 
are lost, and the church cannot pull 
away from the sinner in horror. 
There is the old objector, ‘‘The 
Church is full of hypocrites,’’ who 
condemns himself by that hypo- 
critical excuse. There is the good, 
upright, I-live-by-the-Sermon-on-the- 
Mount neighbor (he usually has not 
read the Sermon on the Mount) who 
has not seen the holiness of God nor 
realized the willfulness of man. 

You are to go to all the world. 
You go to your home town—on both 
sides of the tracks. God may not 
leave you in your city; He may send 
you out to a wider place of service. 
You must go to the United States, 
where half of the children have no 
religious instruction, where new 
eults flourish, and where many of 
the churches are not orthodox. This 
story must be told in Mexico, where 
new missionaries are not welcome. 
It must go to Colombia, where 
Protestants have been victims of 
violence for two years. It is being 
told in China, where thousands have 
died for their faith and thousands 
more may die rather than deny the 
Lord. You must tell it in Japan and 
in Africa while the door is open. 
God may send you personally, but 
if not, He certainly sends your 
prayers, your interest, and your 
money. 

Behind our work is the all-com- 
pelling reason: God tells us to go, 
and we go. We want to remain with 
Christ in the closest possible fellow- 
ship. The apostles found that they 
could not stay in the upper room 
with Him, because He could not be 
confined. To stay with Him they had 
to go with Him to Galilee, and to 
Samaria, to Ephesus, and through- 
out the world. We cannot stay at 
home and be with Him, for He goes, 
and we must go with Him into all 
the world. We have stood at the foot 
of the cross and seen the atonement ; 
we have come to the empty tomb and 
triumphed in the resurrection; now 


we must go... and tell. 
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ONCE SAVED, ALWAYS SAVED? 
(Continued from page 11) 


‘*Quench not the Spirit.’’ Does this 
suggest difficulty with the doctrine 
of the perseverance of the saints? 
No, for while the Spirit can be 
quenched, nevertheless the Spirit 
cannot be extinguished. The prom- 
ise of Christ still obtains, ‘‘. . . He 
shall give you another Comforter, 
that He may abide with you for 
ever.’’ 

There is another work of the 
Spirit which should be considered, 
pvamely, His sealing work. When one 
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Spirit seals that one unto the 
day of redemption. The apostle Paul 
wrote, ‘‘In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit 
of promise, which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until (Gr. unto) the 
redemption of the purchased posses- 
sion, unto the praise of His glory’’ 
(Eph. 1:13, 14). The seal was used 
to signify ownership. Out in the 
great southwestern part of the 
United States cattle are branded 
with distinctive marks to indicate 
ownership by a particular ranch. 
In somewhat the same way the seal 
was used. Those who have believed 
in Christ are sealed to indicate that 
they are the property of God. That 
seal is the Holy Spirit, their pe- 
culiar brand-mark. This is what Paul 
means when he says, ‘‘And because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father’’ (Gal. 4:6). 

The seal was also affixed to prop- 
erty that was to be transported to 
other places. After the attaching of 
the seal, only delivery of the prop- 
erty remained. In this way the 
apostle looks at the believer. He is 
a Son, sealed with the Spirit. The 
transaction is complete; only de- 
livery to the presence of the Father 
remains. No one dares to disturb 
the sealed property until the de- 
livery is consummated. The day for 
this is ‘‘the day of redemption’’ 
(Eph. 4:30), when believers receive 
their glorified bodies. The Christian, 
then, is secure because of the per- 
manence of the Spirit’s sealing 
work, 

It is often said that such teaching 
leads to license. In truth, it is just 
the opposite. Let us suppose for the 
sake of illustration that a corpora- 
tion was presented with a building 
for its use. Let us suppose that the 
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See that ye abound in this grace also 


The Apostle Paul writing to the church at Corinth exhorts them to 
have a part in the fellowship of ministering to the saints. He tells 
them in II Cor. 9:12: 
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deed was drawn up in such a way 
that the corporation might at any 
time lose title to the property. If 
this were so, the corporation would 
hesitate to occupy the building. In 
addition, it is certain that the cor- 
poration would make very few im- 
provements to the property, because 
this would make them liable for the 
loss of a considerable sum of money 
at loss of title to the property. As 
someone has said, ‘‘Nothing damps 
a spirit of initiative in the improve- 
ment of property like uncertainty of 
tenure.’’ It is the same in the spir- 
itual life. A person who lives in 
constant fear of the loss of salvation 
will have little heart for the Lord’s 
work and even less desire to grow in 
usefulness to the Lord. Real joy and 
usefulness come when one can say 
with Paul, ‘‘. . . I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him against 
that day’’ (2 Tim. 1:12). 

We have looked at seven reasons 
for the safety and security of the 
one who has trusted Christ for 
eternal salvation. Some of the rea- 
sons are concerned with the Father, 
some with the Son, and some with 
the Spirit. The whole Trinity is 
involved in this marvelous doctrine. 
Each is desirous of our security and 


of our knowledge of it. May the 
Lord grant that we rest in the reve- 
lation of the Word and have the 
same attitude toward our security 
that George Keith had when he 
wrote ‘‘How Firm A Foundation,’’ 
the last stanza of which reads, 
The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for 
repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all Hell should endeavor 





to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never forsake. 
. END 
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OVERSHADOWED BY GOD'S 
WINGS 


(Continued from page 9) 


When trouble comes the child of 
God remains right where he is, in 
the place of communion, knowing 
that while weeping may endure for 
a night, joy cometh in the morning. 
‘roubles do not dismay us when we 
abide in Christ. ‘‘ We are troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed; 
we are perplexed, but not in des- 
pair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed’’ 
(2 Cor. 4:3). We are not to think 
it strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try us (1 Peter 4:12), 
because the sufferings of this pres- 
ent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18). The 
Christian who abides in the secret 
piace of the Most High is satisfied 
in the knowledge that the sufferings 
of the present are only temporary, 
and temporal. ‘hey will be gone 
forever when eternity comes to view. 

The final reference to this lovely 
theme in the Psalms is a note of 
joy. Still passing through trials, 
Vavid is able to look back over 
years of the tender care of his God, 
and he writes, ‘‘ Because Thou hast 
been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of Thy wings will I re- 
joice’’ (Psa. 63:7). 

This is also normal Christian ex- 
perience. God’s help is always un- 
failing; our light affliction is but 
for a moment (2 Cor. 4:17). God 
has given us His Word that the 
same power which saved us at first 
and which has preserved us all 
along the way will finally bring us 
to glory. There is no truth like this 
in all the world. The true meaning 
of rejoicing is known only to the 
children of God. 

The majestic eagle of Deuter- 
onomy 32:11 is a far ery from the 
humble barnyard fowl to which the 
Lord Jesus was pleased to compare 
Himself in Matthew 23:37, and yet 
this Gospel picture touches us 
deeply. Looking out over the city 
which had rejected Him, the Lord 
Jesus eried, ‘‘O, Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, thou that killeth the prophets 
and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would 
not!’’ 

The full meaning of the Lord’s 
words may be understood best by 
reference to another passage of 
Scripture. Galatians 3:10 speaks of 
mankind as ‘‘under the curse,’’ a 
phrase describing the condition of 


all who do not know Christ. The 
curse of God’s wrath, of eternal 
perdition, hangs suspended over the 
heads of the unsaved like the sword 
of Damocles. Two other brief word 
pictures stand out from the text of 
Galatians 3:13, ‘‘Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us.’’ 
This could be rendered literally, 
‘*Christ hath redeemed us out from 
under the curse of the law, being 
made a curse over us.’’ 

Like other men, we were once 
under the curse, but the Lord Jesus 
came and interposed His own body 
between us and the curse which 
threatened to fall on us at any 
moment and destroy us. Having 
bared His own breast to the sting 
of death, He was able to deliver us 
out from under the curse. 

While I was living in the state of 
Texas some years ago, I heard a 
story which is to me the perfect 
illustration of these truths in Gala- 
tians and Christ’s reference to the 
hen and her chickens. In the western 
part of Texas a man had a chicken 
farm on a wide prairie. One day a 
prairie fire roared over the region, 
consuming everything in its path. 
The chicken farmer did everything 
he could to protect his farm, and 
then after the fire had ended, he 
walked out over the blackened 
prairie. There he noticed the body of 
a hen burned to death in the fire. 
Idly he lifted her wing with his foot. 
To his surprise a whole brood of 
little chicks came out chirping. 

The mother hen had issued a call 
to her chicks when she saw the dan- 
ger approaching. Every chick which 
heard her voice and obeyed came 
and took shelter under her wings. 
Above them was the curse of death 
by fire, but one who loved them in- 
terposed her own body, so that they 
came through the ordeal by fire 
alive and well. 

Christ wants to gather men to- 
gether as a hen gathers her chickens 
under her wings. The call has gone 
forth; we have been warned of fiery 
wrath and judgment; there is only 
one way of escape. All who’ have 
heard His voice and have come to 
Him for refuge are already abiding 
under the shadow of His wings. 
There they shall be forever safe, 
and when every judgment scene has 
finally passed into history, they will 
come out into the sunlight of His 
love in a new Heaven and a new 
earth. Until that glad day, God 
grant that we may know the full 
meaning of the promise, ‘‘He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty.’’ Enp 
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FRUITS 
(Continued from page 25) 

been sent to my father. On opening 
these magazines and reading them I 
was at first outraged by the position 
taken by the Editor, that one could 
have the assurance of salvation, 
which was contrary to my convic- 
tions. However, on comparing these 
writings with the Bible I had to 
admit the Editor was right, and 
later I had the blessed privilege of 
having the assurance of my per- 
sonal salvation. I have always found 
the writings of Dr. Barnhouse a 
great help in establishing me in the 
fundamentals of Christian truth, 
and exalting to the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I am now a missionary to the 
French speaking people of the prov- 
ince of Quebec. 


HOWARD FORBES 
Arvida, Quebec 


ihe Bible Conference Work 


Dr. Barnhouse’s heavy schedule 
of speaking engagements is 
familiar to our readers. Here, 
again, the Word goes forth in 
blessing. 


TO PROCLAIM—AND TO WARN 
I am very grateful that the Lord 
sent to Pittsburgh a man courageous 


enough to proclaim with unmis- 
takable clearness God’s way of 
saving men and to warn, with equal 
clearness, of the ruin awaiting those 
who neglected His provision. 

I heard Dr. Barnhouse preach 
this message during one of the 
weeks he was in this city some thir- 
teen or fourteen years ago and came 
to know Christ as my Saviour. 


SUE NICHOLS 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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OTHERS ALSO HAD FAITH 
(Continued from page 6) 

Naboth also occurred to the author, 
for Naboth was, you will recall, 
falsely accused of blasphemy under 
the political pressure of the wicked 
Jezebel (1 Ki. 21:13, 14). And of 
more recent record was the stoning 
of Stephen under the accusation of 
blasphemy (Acts 7 :55-60), an event 
which many of the original readers 

of this epistle would remember. 
‘They were sawn asunder.’’ 
What more horrible death could 
there be than this? It was, how- 
ever, somewhat common in olden 
times, David himself having inflicted 
this mode of execution, evidently, 
upon the enemies of Israel (2 Sam. 
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12:31). According to tradition, the 
Prophet Isaiah died thus, although 
there is no Biblical record to sub- 
stantiate tradition. Jerome, how- 
ever, speaks of it with certainty, and 
it is also mentioned in certain com- 
mentaries on the Talmud. 

‘“Were tempted.’’ Apparently 
there were extreme temptations 
that Satan imposed upon the 
martyrs of old, temptations to doubt 
God and believe popular opinion, 
to question the Almighty and apos- 
tatize from His way. Certainly 
Moses was tempted by opportuni- 
ties that he had to assume Egypt’s 
throne and its powers. Assuredly 
Daniel was tempted to follow the 
pathway of the crowd. Was not Job 
severely tested? And what of Eze- 
kiel, whose wife was taken from him 
by God, as a sign of Jehovah’s 
working with Israel (Ezek. 24:15- 
24)? These were indeed tempta- 
tions. 

‘*Were slain with the sword.’’ 
Earlier in this chapter we are told of 
some who, through faith, ‘‘escaped 
the edge of the sword’’ (v. 34). 
Here ft is recorded of others that 
they, through faith in the same God, 
‘‘were slain with the sword,’’ and 
doubtless the latter outnumbered 
the former. Elijah spoke of Israel- 
ites who had thus put the prophets 
to death (1 Ki. 19:10), a reference 
perhaps to Jezebel’s crime of hav- 
ing ‘‘eut off the prophets of the 
Lord’’ (1 Ki. 18:4). Within a 
generation of the writing of this 
epistle, James had been executed in 
such a way by Herod Agrippa 
(Acts 12:2). 

‘‘They wandered about in sheep- 
skins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented.’’ No _ royal 
robes adorned these servants of the 
Most High. Homeless, wanting the 
necessities of life, scoffed at and 
mistreated, they wandered here and 
there ill-clad and ill-fed because 
they believed God, obeyed His 
Word, and had their affections set 
upon the promises of God and the 
hope of a better country and city, 
‘‘whose builder and maker is God.’’ 
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Of Whom the World Was 
Not Worthy 


**(Of whom the world was not 
worthy) ; they wandered in deserts, 
and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves in the earth’’ (v. 38). Again 
the temptations of God’s servants 
are alluded to, men such as the one 
hundred prophets that Obadiah hid 
in two caves, to save them from the 
unrighteous wrath of a_ heartless 
queen (1 Ki. 18:4), and others down 
through the centuries, a mighty 
army of godly people who have been 
despised and oppressed by the 
world. 

“‘Of whom,’’ we are told, ‘‘the 
world was not worthy.’’ Such an 
expression, drawn by the writer of 
this letter from the mind of the 
divine Spirit, is precious and ample 
reward for trial of any sort, whether 
it issues in death or escape from it. 
How astonished the average world- 
ling would be at such praise from 
God on behalf of those whom he 
considers to be the scum of the earth 
and unworthy of his society! But 
God has spoken: the world is not 
worthy of such men and women as 
have here been described. They were 
treated with contempt. They were 
driven from cave to desert to cave. 
They were often at the mercy of 
godless humanity. And the world 
was not worthy of them. Their des- 
tined sphere, on the other hand, 
was a place higher by far than this 
earth and anything that it can offer; 
for by faith they counted as real the 
things hoped for though not yet 
seen. To them God had spoken, 
and they believed God. Thus they 
wrought mighty deeds and endured 
frightful sufferings, counting upon 
nothing here in this world except 
God, and having ‘‘respect unto the 
recompense of the reward.”’ 


The Fellowship of 
Christ’s Sufferings 

Suffering has ever been the lot of 
those who live out-and-out for God. 
It did not cease with the elders, the 
patriarchs, the judges, the prophets, 
the kings, and other noble men and 
women of the Old Testament. It 
continued throughout apostolic days 
and has persisted through the suc- 
ceeding centuries. ‘‘Yea, and all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution’’ (2 Tim. 
3:12). It is not at all impossible 
that some of us in this generation 
may be called upon to endure like 
trials, as men and women have 
known them in Russia, China, and 
other lands in recent years. The 
world is at enmity with God and 
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Hlis Christ. Satan is still the prince 
of this world. And the day of mock- 
ings, and scourgings, and imprison- 
ment; of torture and decapitation ;, 
of wanderings and destitution may 
not be over by. any means. God’s 
program for the closing hours of 
this present age is not that right- 
eousness will prevail but, on the 
contrary, that evil will increase and 
abound. 

Would we know the fellowship of 
Christ’s sufferings as we profess to 
desire its experience? It may be 
that, before our course is run, we 
shall know it indeed. Faithful men 
throughout the whole Christian era, 
as well as in ancient times, have 
been obliged to taste the meaning of 
persecution for the sake of the Lord, 
yes, to taste it to the full. Did the 
Hebrews, to whom this epistle was 
written, consider their circumstances 
severe and bitter to be borne? Did 
the believers, to whom Peter ad- 
dressed a letter, think it strange in 
respect to the fiery trial which was 
to test them? The eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews is an answer to any 
doubts or qualms that may arise. 
Think what the elders endured! Of 
them the world was not worthy and, 
further, as Paul declared elsewhere, 
‘‘the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in 
us’’ (Rom. 8:18). 

Do not shrink from afflictions for 
Christ’s sake, ‘‘but rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings; that, when His glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy’’ (1 Pet. 
4:13). In ‘such an attitude Moses. 
‘by faith . . . refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 
choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to en- 
joy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt; for he had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward”’ (vv. 24- 
26). In such an attitude ‘‘others 
had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds 
and imprisonment; they were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the 
sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented . . . 
they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves 
of the earth—of whom the world 
was not worthy.’’ , 

May such faith be ours—faith 
that can accomplish great things 
for God’s glory, whether by life or 
by death—for His name’s sake and 
in His strength. END 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 27) 
October 17 
THEY SEEMED UNTO HIM BUT A FEW DAYS 
(29:20) 

It was Coleridge who said, “No man 
could be a bad man who loved as Jacob 
loved Rachel.” No matter what we are 
forced to say about his cunning, his clever- 
ness, his deceit, and his trickery, it must 
be said that here is one of the great 
illustrations in all history of a love that 
was devoted and selfless. For seven long 
years he worked hard in the service of 
Laban, and yet, because of the great love 
which he had for Rachel the time passed 
swiftly, and seemed but a few days. There 
is a great lesson here for young people in 
our day. There are so many who wish to 
rush ahead into marriage without waiting 
for the maturity of love which can give 
stability to a true Christian home. 

LORD, GIVE OUR YOUNG PEOPLE HEARTS 
WILLING TO WAIT. 


October 18 
IN THE MORNING, BEHOLD, IT WAS LEAH 
(29:25) 

Jacob had met his match in Laban, that 
other master of trickery. It was true that 
the eastern custom demanded the marriage 
of the older daughter first, but in a world 
where polygamy was common there was 
no obstacle in what Laban was doing. He 
probably imagined that there would be a 
result such as that which actually hap- 
pened. In the darkness of the desert night, 
and with the custom of veiling women the 
deception was easy. Laban got rid of a 
daughter who had bad eyes (the true 
meaning of the Hebrew word translated 
“tender”), and secured the services of 
Jacob for another seven years. The true 
wedding with Rachel took place a week 
later, and Jacob who had served seven 
years before securing Rachel now served 
seven more after possessing her. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM BEING TRICKSTERS. 


October 19 
SERVED WITH HIM YET SEVEN OTHER YEARS 
(29:30) 

Jacob was now entering upon his gradu- 
ate course in the school of discipline. His 
uncle was the equal of his mother, and 
Jacob was now receiving as good as he 
had ever given. Even though God had met 
Jacob at Bethel and promised to be with 
kim, it was necessary for Jacob to go 
through the school of hard knocks. God 
plays no favorites, and if His own children 
wander away from the path of righteous- 
ness, they have to suffer. “Whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom He receiveth” (Heb. 12:6). 
This was discipline, not punishment. From 
such trials we learn the lessons that God 
must teach us. Old tendencies must be 
corrected, old weaknesses made strong, 
old faults removed; and if we are yielded 
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to the hand of our Heavenly Father, He 
will fashion us, in spite of our inherent 
sinfulness, into vessels of honor for His 
use. 
LORD, MOLD US AND MAKE US AFTER THY 
WILL. 

October 20 
WHEN THE LORD SAW (29:31) 

There is nothing that escapes the notice 
of the Lord. The English translation gives 
a wrong idea of Jacob’s feelings. It would 
have been better to have it read: When 
the Lord saw that Leah was neglected. 
There is no doubt that Rachel was the 
real wife whom God had joined to Jacob. 
The fact that he had first possessed Leah 
did not change that divine fact. But Jacob 
had to learn some definite lessons, and so 
did the two sisters. The Lord was watch- 
ing all this, and was going to bring to 
pass that which would be for the greatest 
good of all concerned. For the children 
that are to be born of these two sisters 
and their maids were none other than the 
twelve sons who were to found the twelve 
tribes of Israel. It should be realized, also, 
that the Lord has said that any man who 
does not have sense enough to’ give proper 
consideration to his wife can never have 
his prayers answered (1 Pet. 3:7). 
LORD, LOOK WITH THY CORRECTING GAZE. 


October 21 
THE LORD HATH LOOKED UPON MY AFFLIC- 
TION (29:32) 

Leah was aware that the Lord had in- 
deed intervened in her life. She was the 
ugly duckling of the family, perhaps with 
defective eyesight, but she knew that the 
Lord had heard her cry. In fact, Leah 
seems to have been the most spiritual of 
all concerned at this time, for she uses 
the covenant name of Jehovah in connec- 
tion with the birth of her first four sons, 
though later (30:18, 20) she drops back 
to the use of the more common name of 
God. How many multitudes of the daugh- 
ters of Leah in all generations and in all 
lands have come to know the Lord better 
because they have been neglected by their 
husbands! It is the deep-seated pride of a 
good woman to be able to hold the atten- 
tion of the man who possesses her, and 
when she fails to do this (possibly for a 
reason that is in the man), it is the blow 
to pride that should lead her to full trust 
in the Lord. 

LORD, LOOK UPON OUR AFFLICTIONS. 


October 22 
THE LORD HATH HEARD (29:33) 

It must have been galling indeed for the 
weak-eyed Leah to see her beautiful sister 
Rachel receive all of the affection of their 
husband, while she herself received no 
more than casual attention and the gestures 
that were left over from the love of her 
sister. There seems to be every indication 
that Leah had developed a true and deep 
love for Jacob, and while this is highly 
indicative of great qualities in the man, 
the neglect of such a love also shows the 
lacks that were in him. He should have 
had sense enough to perceive what was 
being given to him, and to reward it with 
affection and kindness. For a woman loves 
more deeply than a man since, in the fall, 
her nature was made so that her desire 
shall be unto her husband and he shall 
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rule over her (Gen. 3:16). Freud was 
wrong in attributing all thoughts and ac- 
tions to sex, but it undoubtedly plays a 
much greater -part in spiritual life and 
development than many men, blinded by 
selfishness, have any thought. 

LORD, GIVE UNSELFISHNESS. 


October 23 
NOW THIS TIME (29:34) 

There are few stories more plaintive and 
poignant than this development of the 
loneliness of this neglected woman. The 
word Leah means “weary,” and hidden 
in these lines is the history of all the un- 
numbered millions of frustrated women 
who have lived through the centuries. The 
meaning of the name Rachel is obscure, 
but I suggest that perhaps it means “the 
breath of God.” At least God says she was 
“beautiful and well favored” (v. 17), and 
the two words indicate that she was comely 
in form and comely in countenance. It 
should be noted that the despised wife 
became the mother of six of the tribes of 
Israel, while Rachel was the mother of 
but two. And all through the years Leah 
kept pouring out her love before Jacob, 
and lived without receiving any recogni- 
tion. She lived in a tent with her children 
around her while Jacob lived with Rachel 
and took little notice of Leah. And even 
when the sixth son was born she cried, 
“Now will my husband dwell with me” 
(30:20), but he didn’t. 

LORD, STRENGTHEN US IN OUR WEARINESS. 


October 24 
RACHEL ENVIED HER SISTER (30:1) 

The beauty of Rachel did not make up 
for the fact that she was childless, and 
envy arose in her heart. This was, of 
course, a rebellion against the Lord, for 
no one has a child that the Lord has not 
given and no one is barren that the Lord 
has not made it so: “Lo, children are an 
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and the object is unfolded. Interesting to 
2d and young. Full directions. 

One Pastor writes ““Your talks are the 
best I have ever used or have been able 
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the inspirational 
music and words of 






Favorite hymns, beloved for 75 years . . . fresh 
new popular songs... 
evangelistic fervor of your day .. . favorite gospel 
songs . . . 448 numbers in all, provide the right 
song or hymn for your every service. 

More than 7,000 churches now use this successful book. 


Only $1.45 per copy postpaid, $1.20 per 100 plus shipping 
Pastors, Church Leaders: Write for Your Examination Copy. 


hymns that strengthen the 


No Charge. No Obligation. 
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Name of Church. 

Address. 

City. Zone. State. 


120 Ninth St., Winona Lake, Ind. 





West Branch: 





Song books now used. 
We will need new books about. 


1151 East Hyde Park Blvd. 





Inglewood, Cal. 


49 











and Readable... “An excellent, 
accurate translation in delightfully clear 
and readable modern E 
- — pcb ege who eves 
—Sunday School Times 


WILLIAMS’ 


NEW 
TESTAMENT 


In the Language 
of the People | 


* transla- 
why a the New — 
Bay jan- 
ed “B. Man SS aes 
‘Seminary. 


“We believe most earnest, intelligent students 
will welcome this work with Gontgsivine 
ope 


“Well i ae to devotional reading in the 


benny circle as well as a valuable aid in pri- 
ible study.”” —Moody Monthly 


“Every young person will especially appre- 
ciate its clarity and 
—Youth Today 


575 pages, 54%4x7% inches 


MOODY PRESS 


N. LaSalle St C 


NEW COURSES 


FOR OCTOBER QUARTER 


ALL TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 


TEEN-AGE COURSE, YEAR 2, 
ideal course, whether or not you used its 
Year 1 edition. Inspiring, practical, true- 
to-the-Bible. Quarterly titles: “Rules of 
the Road,” “Wayside Trails,” “Men Who 
Traveled This Way Before,” and ‘“‘Com- 
panions on My Journey.” Teacher’s Quar- 
terly, 45¢; Pupil’s Leaflet, per quarter, 30¢. 
REVISED 3-YR. GRADED COURSE offers re- 
vised, simplified activity books, 2 colors. 
“Primary Child” is lesson story paper with 
colorful picture-strip Bible story, now 814 
x 11”. Teacher’s Quarterly, 45¢; pupil’s 
activity book and Primary Child, each 25¢. 
(FREE PROSPECTUS ON EITHER COURSE) 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING 





















heritage of the Lord; and the fruit of the 
womb is His reward” (Psa. 127:3). There 
is every probability that she was proud of 
her beauty, and the fact that she had won 
the brilliant Jacob who had been willing 
to enter into servitude for seven years to 
secure her as his bride had given her a 
prestige that put her above the sister and 
the other girls of the vicinity. The will- 
ingness of Jacob to serve a second seven 
years for her did nothing to minimize this 
pride. The Lord had to proceed against 
her, and barrenness was the result. 

LORD, DELIVER US FROM ENVY THROUGH 
SUBMISSION TO THY WILL. 


October 25 
GIVE ME CHILDREN OR ELSE I DIE (30:1) 
The fact that Jacob’s anger was kindled 
against Rachel whom he loved so deeply 
is rather definite proof that she had begun 
to nag him about her barrenness. Jacob 
should have been patient with her, and 
pointed out the truth in a kinder way. But 
we must not forget that what he said was 
the truth. “Am I in God’s stead, who hath 
withheld from thee the fruit of the 
womb?” It should be noted that pride 
brought forth envy and that envy brought 
forth nagging. Once more we see the chain 
reaction of sin, and note the proof that 
sins never come singly, but are always in 
families. Any time a woman ever nags her 
husband she is sure to be out of the will 
of God, for God is never a nagger but 
Satan always nags. He is even called the 
nagger of the brethren, for we might well 
include nagging in his work of accusation. 
LORD, DELIVER US FROM NAGGING THROUGH 
SUBMISSION TO THY WILL. 





You can help... 


You can have a part in making 
ETERNITY available to mission 
stations where it will be read by 
hundreds of missionaries and native 
Christians who would gladly sub- 
scribe—if they could. 


You can have a part in sending 
ETERNITY to missionaries on 
lonely outposts who need the spirit- 
ual strengthening you have received 
through reading its message. 


You can send ETERNITY to home 
missionaries and pastors who need 
the strengthening of sound teaching 
of God’s Word to overcome the 
liberal and subversive material ram- 
pant in America today. 


Small and large gifts to the Gift 
Fund are welcomed. Subscriptions 
are entered as rapidly as funds are 
made available. 


ETERNITY GIFT FUND 


1716 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


(Gifts are deductible for Income Tax purposes) 











October 26 
BILHAH CONCEIVED (30:5) 

Eight hundred years before Moses there 
lived a king (mentioned in Gen. 14:1 as 
Amraphel) named Khammurabi, who pro- 
mulgated a set of laws which governed 
the peoples from the Persian Gulf to the 
Caspian Sea, and from Persia to the 
Mediterranean. It was quite in accordance 
with these laws that a woman should give 
her maid to her husband and claim any 
child that was born by such a union to be 
her own. Goaded by her barrenness Rachel 
gave her maid to Jacob. The child that 
was born of this jealous action was Dan, 
who became the apostate, and who was 
cursed by God. It is to be noted that there 
is no tribe of Dan mentioned in the list 
found in the book of Revelation, but God 
made up the number to twelve tribes by 
dividing Joseph into two tribes, Ephraim 
and Manasseh. Sin always brings forth 
further sin, and if we persist in it we can 
bring forth calamity. 

LORD, CRUSH OUR PRIDE IN SUBMISSION TO 
THYSELF. 


October 27 
GOD HATH JUDGED ... THEREFORE... 
DAN (30:6) 

The old Adamic nature is always work- 
ing for itself. It wants what it wants, and 
if it does not get it, it goes out to work 
for it in every way possible. Its pride is 
that of Satan and always seeks to be vin- 
dicated. Rachel had been guilty of pride, 
envy, nagging, and conniving jealousy. 
Finally, she had thrown another woman 
into the arms of her husband and when 
the baby was born, claimed the baby as 
God’s vindication of her own position and 
called the baby by the name of Dan, which 
means “judged,” as a walking advertise- 
ment that she had been in the right all 
along. It was not true; she had been in 
the wrong. But she was in a spiritual 
position where she was willing to bring 
the name of God into the matter and claim 
that because she had received part of what 
she wanted that there was proof positive 
that she was in the will of God. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM PRIDE’S DISHONESTY. 


October 28 
WITH GREAT WRESTLING . . . WITH MY 
SISTER (30:8) 

Can a woman get so low that she will 
hit her sister over the head with a baby? 
Rachel did. The Hebrew shows her pride 
for she really said, “With wrestlings of 
God I have wrestled with my sister.” And 
she called the name of the baby Naphtali, 
which means “my wrestling.” It was not 
hers, really. The labor and the pains had 
been that of her maid, but she was taking 
the credit in order to strike at her sister. 
Is it any wonder that the after history of 
all the children of this family was one of 
strife and bloodshed. Children always re- 
flect the atmosphere of the family in which 
they are raised, and all this conflict be- 
tween the parents could not help but be 
reflected in the temperaments of these 
twelve sons and the daughter. Where the 
home life is not dominated by the Lord, 
who will bring love and peace to reign, 
there can be nothing but trouble. 

LORD. GIVE US CHRISTIAN HOMES. 
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You, like thousands of other Christians, can solve your financial problems in 
this unique way. By placing your funds ($100, $500, $1000 and upward) in 
Moody annuities you are assured of generous, unchanging financial returns for 
the rest of your life . . . and yet you have the satisfaction of knowing that 
through your gifts you are training young men and women to win souls for 
Christ. 


Complete satisfaction and assurance will be yours by liaving returns not 
affected by business ups and downs, and not requiring the worrisome attention 
usual investments do. Yet you will experience joy, because your gift makes 
possible the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth—through Moody- 
trained missionaries, gospel-science films and the other world-wide Moody 
ministries. 


THE RECORD 


OctToBER 1952 


The Institute’s 44-year record of paying all dividends, without fail, on the due 
date assures every annuitant of unchanging and dependable returns. A large 
reserve fund, plus the corporate assets of the Institute, are back of all Moody 
annuity agreements. Thousands have attested to the peace of mind brought 
about by the regularity of their annuity checks. 


At regular intervals throughout your lifetime you will receive a check, the 
amount of which will be based on your age when the agreement is issued. And 
don’t forget—there is more than just the fizancial return . . . you receive another 
dividend, for your funds are helping take the gospel to those who have never 
heard it. 


THE INTERESTING BOOKLET Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10, Ill. 


Dousie Divipenps, TELLS | Dept. ET9 


YOU ALL ABOUT THE MOODY _, [ Please send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the story of the 


ANNUITY PLAN, HOW IT CAN Moody annuity plan. 


BE ARRANGED TO SUIT YOUR | D0 ! om interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 


CIRCUMSTANCES AND PROVIDE Please send me folder, “Where There's a Will.” 
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FAMOUS Prize-Winning Briggs NOVELS 
All 3 Worth *9.00 .. . Yours for only * 


. . «+ On Joining the 
Pinebrook Book Club Now! 


Root Out of Dry Ground 
Publisher's retail price $3.00 

This beloved heart-warming story is realistic, broad 

in scope but warm with the throb of life. Already 


it has been published in British, Dutch, Swedish, 
Norwegian, Finnish and Portugese editions. 


This, My Brother 


Publisher's retail price $3.00 
This dramatic and swift moving story is a sym- 
= pathetic study of the awakening and growth of a 
SJ man’s soul. It searches deeply the everyday prob- 
3 lems of living from a Christian viewpoint. “Basis 
of true understanding of the Gospel,” says The 
Canadian Baptist. 


The Hem of His Garment 


Publisher's retail price $3.00 
“A novel of dramatic power that is, with rare 
spiritual understanding, the story of a soul reborn. 
A rewarding book .. . you will find inspiration in 
these crowded, pulsing pages” says Christian 
Herald. 


3 of these prize-winning novels are by the 
well-known author, Argye M. Briggs 





You Save Money While Reading Best Christian Fiction 


As a member of the Pinebrook Book Club you not only get MORE of the best books 
for LESS money, but you are one of a fellowship. You receive “BOOKCAST,” a 20 
page book review magazine each month without cost. From “BOOKCAST” you choose 
the book or books you want. If you do not want any particular book choice you 
may mark a provided blank accordingly and return it to the Book Club. If you want 
the currert choice you do nothing. It is mailed to you automatically. You get reduced 
prices on “Double Selections.” You get free book credit on “Alternate Selections.” 
Free book dividends are given you for each 4 selections purchased from the Club and 
you are allowed to choose the free books you desire from a long list of titles. 


These Great Benefits—Y ours! 


Members of the Pinebrook Book Club enjoy big ad tag luding FREE member- 
ship without dues or fees of any sort, special discounts on “Double Selections,” FREE 
book dividends of your own choice on both regular and alternate selections, also FREE 
subscription to “BOOKCAST,” your book news monthly of the Club. As a member 
of this, the largest fundamental religious book club in the land, you make sure of 
receiving the best religious fiction, etc., as issued. Through your membership in the 
Pinebrook Book Club you can indeed obtain all types of Christian literature. 





October 29 
A TROOP COMETH (30:11) 

Strife begets strife. The deception that 
had been begun by Laban in substituting 
Leah for Rachel begins to come to its 
fulfillment. When the first children were 
born to Leah she named them with names 
that denoted her confidence in Jehovah 
and her knowledge of the promises. As 
time goes on we discover the envy, 
jealousy, and strife engendered in the 
heart of her sister, and finally the giving 
of the servant maid to Jacob. Leah strikes 
back by giving her maid to Jacob, and 
when a child is born of this union she 
cries out, with no thought of God, in the 
joy of answering her sister, and with the 
thought that her maid might continue to 
be fertile and keep her in the lead of 
mothering sons. The name that is chosen 
for this baby is Gad, which was the name 
of the Babylonian god of fate (mentioned 
in the Heb. of Isa. 65:11). 

LORD, KEEP OUR LIVES ON THY HIGH LEVEL. 


October 30 
MANDRAKES (30:14) 

This was a root which grew in such a 
shape that by pinching it one could easily 
fashion it into the shape of a man. There 
were those that imagined that it had the 
power of an aphrodisiac, or love-philter, 
and this superstition was evidently shared 
by Leah. It should be noticed that when 
such a statement as this occurs in the Bible 
it does not mean that the Bible teaches 
that such a thing is true, but only that 
Leah thought it was, and that she acted 
in this manner. We must understand that 
inspiration does not mean that every word 
in the Bible is true, but that everything in 
the Bible happened exactly as the Word 
says that it happened. When it is recorded 
that Satan made a statement it does not 
mean that it is true, but that he made the 
statement (e.g., Job 2:4). And when the 
Bible states that Leah and Rachel were 
superstitious it does not mean that their 
superstition was true. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE SANE 
BALANCE OF THY WORD. 


October 31 
| HAVE HIRED THEE (30:16) 

The situation of Jacob was indeed 
pitiable. He was pulled about by four dif- 
ferent women and one of them had such 
control over him that even his affections 
could be bought and sold for a handful of 
weeds. And in no part of the picture does 
the jealousy of the two sisters emerge 
more clearly. Leah speaks of Jacob as 
though her deception on the night of the 
wedding gave her rights over him. This 
was, of course, not true, for the marriage 
with Rachel was the one that was made in 
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Heaven. God had joined Jacob and Rachel 
together, the other unions were those of 
connivance and convenience. But Jacob 
was in the fire with all this and God was 
manifesting His great patience in the 
training of this man, whose name was to 
be changed to “prince with God,” and who 
was to be joined with the Lord in such 
a manner that the very God of the universe 
“was td be called “the God of Jacob.” For 
this it was worth going through the fire. 
LORD, TRAIN US THY WAY. 


PINEBROOK BOOK CLUB, Dept. ETI0, Kings College, Del. 


I accept your FREE offer and enclose $1.00 for which 
please send me all three of the famous prize-winning 
Briggs novels listed in this advertisement and worth $9.00. 
Enroll me as a member of the Pinebrook Book Club with 
the understanding that if I so please I may purchase as 
few as four selections a year from the Club paying only 
the retail price plus a few cents postage. I am to enjoy 
all Club privileges. 


Mail Coupon 
Today! 


PINEBROOK 
BOOK CLUB | 


Dept. ETI0 
KINGS COLLEGE, DEL. 
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For several years leading missionaries on the foreign field, pastors, teachers, and Christian workers at 
home heave seen the possibilities of tape recordings. For economy, flexibility of operation, convenience, 
and above all, the most nearly perfect reproduction of “‘life’ sound obtainable, tape recordings offer 
advantages not found in any other type of instrument. 





@ Single reels containing two complete 
Church Services are available and 
special Introductory Subscriptions can be 
secured at low cost. 


@ Send your name and address on a 
card to receive complete details, prices 
and list of Sermon and Bible Study titles. 


A RECORDED SERVICE IN ACTION 


A subscriber who used “Portable Church Services” (a 
complete one hour Service recorded on tape) wrote 
the following account. 

“About twenty people gathered on the patio of a Christian home in 
a small town. The Order of Service sheets were passed and the folks 
participated in the Service. There was splendid attention even on the 
part of the younger members of the group. The organ music was 
clear and the choir number came out in such a fashion that every 
word could be understood. There was a clearness and distinctness cf 
voice that seemed remarkable. If one closed one’s eyes, it seemed 
that the speaker must be present. This Service in the open air at 
eventide was most effective.” 


THE TESTIMONY OF A RURAL MISSIONARY 


A missionary in Arkansas who questioned whether the 
Holy Spirit would bless a recorded Service or Bible 
Study answered his own question after using several. 
“The Service was worshipful and it is my conviction 
that the Holy Spirit blessed. | am satisfied that these 
Sermons are of great value in acquainting the folks 
with the Gospel.” 


@ The Bible Study @ Tape playing machines can be pur- 


Rental Library contains 
many Bible studies by 
prominent Bible 
Teachers. 


chased at an amazing low price or ob- 
tained at a moderate rental which can 
be applied later against the purchase 
price. 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





ales 
sacred 
MUSIC 
COUTSE 


PREPARES YOU FOR A 


FACULTY 


DONALD P. HUSTAD, A.B., M. Mus. 
Director of Music Department 


FRANCIS E. BARNARD, M. Mus.—Piano, Organ, Thecry 
WILFRED L. BURTON, B.S.M., M. Mus.—Voice 

J. MAURICE DOBBINS, M. Mus.—Violin 

FRANK EARNEST, M. Mus.—Piano, Organ, Theory 
SHELDON P. FARDIG, B.A—Wind Instruments 
CLAYTON HALVORSEN, M. Mus.—Voice, Piano, Theory 
EARLE F. HULIN, L.T.C.L.—Piano, Music Literature 
GUY C. LATCHAW, B. Mus., Ph.B.—Voice, Theory 
HARRY DIXON LOES, B. Mus.—Voice, Theory 

STELLA M. MEYER—Piano 

LILLIAN H. ROBINSON, B. Mus., F.A.G.0.—Organ 

S$. PRESTON ROCKHOLT, M. Mus., A.A.G.0.—Organ 
DAVID SMART, B. Mus.—Piano, Theory 

THOMAS WOODALL, M. Mus.—Piano, Voice 


Excelling in Sacred Music since 1886 


Music has always been an important phase of the Moody curriculum. 


And with the ever-increasing emphasis on the ministry of music, 


Moody continues to expand the facilities of its Sacred Music 
Department to meet the growing demand for trained musicians. 
Opportunities for service in the church and radio field are unlimited. 


HIGH ACADEMIC STANBARBS Moody’s three-year course in Sacred 
Music, with its high academic standards, meets the need for train- 
ing on the conservatory level. Majors are offered in piano, organ, 
voice and composition. 

This course also includes instruction in orchestral instruments, 
music theory and literature, as well as thorough Bible training. Un- 
usual subjects covered include Hymn and Choral Composition and 
Arranging, Music in the Church Service, Music in the Church School, 
Service Playing (piano and organ) and Music in Radio Broadcasting. 

Ninety semester hours are required for graduation—forty-five in 
music and forty-five in religion and related work. All subjects in 
theory, applied music and music literature are transferable. 

Those who plan to direct both the educational and music ministry 
of a church will find the Christian Education-Music Course ideal. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE Students gain prac- 
tical experience as choir leaders, organists and pianists in Chicago’s 
many churches. 

The Institute’s own radio stations, WMBI and WMBI-FM, afford 
unusual opportunities for training and experience in radio music. 

Participation in the various musical organizations, such as the 
200-voice Oratorio Chorus, 35-piece Orchestra, Ladies’ Glee Club 
and Moody Chorale provide invaluable training and experience. 

Studying at Moody also makes it possible for you to hear world- 
famous musicians and musical groups, appearing in Chicago concert 
engagements. 


WRITE FOR ' FREE BOOKLET... Through the Arch, an interesting picture 
booklet of student life, is yours for the asking. With 
it you’ll receive the new school catalog, giving 
complete information on all Music Courses. 

Address Office of Admissions, 
Room ET228. 











